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Livestream makes World Polio Day event available to all
You don’t have to buy a plane ticket to participate in this year’s World Polio Day
festivities at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s facility in downtown Seattle,
Washington, USA. You can watch the event live on 24 October at 14h30 Seattle time
(UTC-7) for an update of our global campaign to eradicate polio. Find details on how to
watch the livestream, available in eight languages, at www.rotary.org
Dear E-Club members and OUTA SPACE
readers
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PRESIDENT GERALD’S PAGE

Dear Fellow Rotarians
I read the following article in SASBO
NEWS, with much interest. Sasbo is the
Finance Union that was established in
South Africa in 1916.
Digitalisation: the looming menace,
and……….. [I corrected the spelling]
“Society must prepare for decades of
pain as the internet disrupts
economies. To help soften the blows
that will be caused by automation and
the internet, economy educational
systems must change to teach people
how to work with robots.”
This is the message that was delivered
to an entrepreneurship conference in
Zhengzhou, China, by Jack Ma, chairperson of Alibaba Group Holdings,
China’s largest e-commerce operator.
Jack Ma continued: “Social conflicts
impact on all sorts of industries and
walks of life. Fifteen years ago, in early
days of e.commerce, I tried to warn
people about the changes to come. I
gave 200 to 300 speeches. Few
listened because I was a nobody at the
time.
Alibaba is considered a barometer of Chinese
consumer sentiment. The company spends
billions of dollars to move into new
businesses from film production and video

streaming to finance and cloud computing. It
is looking to expand abroad since buying
control of Lazada to establish a foothold in
Southeast Asia, potentially setting up a clash
with the likes of Amazon.

Interesting indeed! There is also a
graph showing ‘UK Jobs with the
potential to be automated by the early
2030’s.’
At the bottom of the list is Education
followed by Human Health and Social
Work.
In South Africa and most developing
countries automation is probably quite
a long way off, or is it?
How will Digitalisation continue to
influence Rotary and how will it affect
the way we source and deliver service
projects?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
while you………………..
Have Fun

Gerald
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TOPIC of the Week duties and the dates for GoToMeeting
are highlighted in larger print to ensure that members do
not overlook them

TOPIC of the Week
ROSTER
OCT to DEC 2017
Please send your TOPIC of the Week to
President Gerald Sieberhagen, by at least
the THURSDAY preceding the date of your
turn. It makes it easier if Rotarians send in
their TOPIC of the Week well ahead of time
so that Gerald gets it to our webmaster in
good time.

THIS IS YOUR REMINDER
Thank you to the following volunteers!
PLEASE NOTE YOUR DATE

23rd Oct – Murna van der Merwe
30th Oct – Charmaine Wheatley
6th Nov – Angela Savage √
13th Nov – Lindiwe Mvubu
20th Nov – Mike Millard
27th Nov – Hans Hon
4th Dec – John Fannin
11th Dec – Zwakele Ngubane
18th Dec – Peter Mugisha

GoToMeeting
@ 19h00
TUESDAY
31ST OCT – Mary Carey – Equine &
Animal Healing Touch
14TH NOV – Patrick Coleman – Regional
Rotary Foundation Coordinator Zone
20a
28TH NOV – DG’s visit
12TH DEC – PSYLC attendees, Andile
Xhoba and Tyrique Naicker
16th JAN –
30th JAN –
13th FEB –
27th FEB –
13th MAR –
27th MAR –
10th APR –
24th APR –
15th MAY –
29th MAY –
12th JUN –
26th JUN –
During the week preceding the GTM, the
login details REMINDER will be emailed to
each member.

If you have any suggestions for a
Guest Speaker at one of our
GTM’s please let President
Gerald know
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DATES TO REMEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

OCT
24th – Michael Chen
26th – Greg Cryer
29th - Anita Kistnasamy
30th – Philip Hedley
NOV
1st – Peter Bretherton
2nd – Ockie Esterhuyse
5th – Mark Rouillard
13th – Bob Kistnasamy
15th – Brian van der Merwe
16th – Bill Main
21st – Mike Millard
24th – Pam Brown
24th – Sharon Robertson

OCT
31st – Greg & Lindsay Cryer
NOV
23rd – E-Club of South Africa One Charter
28th – Zwakele & Jabulile Ngubane
BIRTHDAYS
NOV
24th – Nokuthula Mvubu
24th – Irene Setty
26th – Suzanne Edmunds
27th – Lindsay Cryer
27th – Rene Andries

UPCOMING EVENTS
2017
Tuesday 24th October – World Polio Day – END POLIO NOW collection on Saturday 11th
November at Windermere Centre – 3 volunteer slots between 10 and 11h30 still available.
17th – 19th November – DISCON at Champagne Sports in Drakensberg – Liaise with
MONIQUE LABAT
Sunday 19th November – World Toilet Day
Tuesday 28th November – DG’s visit
2018
15th

–

18th

March – AG Training and POETS

22nd March – World Water Day
22nd April – Earth Day and deadline day for planting a tree
5th May – Sunshine Coast, Australia Ball – watch this space!!!!!
28th May – Menstrual Health Day
23rd to 27th June - RI CONVENTION - Toronto
30th May – 2nd June – 3rd ICPCN Conference, Durban, South Africa
2019
20TH to 25TH Jan – 10th World Rotary Cricket Festival in Melbourne
1st to 5th June – RI CONVENTION - Hamburg
Please advise editor through President Gerald if you would like a date to be included on this page
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WORLD SIGHT DAY
Irene Kotze reporting:
VISIT BY OUR CLUB TO McCORD’S EYE HOSPITAL on WORLD SIGHT DAY - 12th OCTOBER, 2017
during WORLD SIGHT WEEK, which is a global event that focuses on bringing attention on
blindness and vision impairment.
Having received spectacles from Charmaine and her friends from Australia, President Gerald and I
visited McCord Eye Hospital on the Berea this morning and handed over 60 spectacles for their
most needy patients. When we walked into the eye clinic we were aghast to see so many patients
waiting patiently to be seen by the two ophthalmologists on duty. We were told that those who
need specs have to pay R 210 for a pair of glasses, a lot of money if you consider that the old age
grant is only R 1 600 a month. Our specs were welcomed with a big smile from the two
optometrists and their Public Relations Officer. “We can give these specs to those who cannot
afford them, which is mainly pensioners and that will make a difference in their lives” was the
comment. Thank you Charmaine, for thinking of those who need them most!
For our out of town and overseas Rotarians, a bit of information: McCord Eye Hospital is a former
Semi Private Hospital that was taken over by the Department of Health in February 2014 when the
funding from various sources, mainly the USA, were running out. This hospital was originally
opened in 1909 by Dr James McCord and his wife Margaret who had come to South Africa from
the USA.

Public Relations Manager at McCords Eye Hospital, Rosemary Mbatha, Irene Kotze, Optometrist
Khanyisile Mposula with spectacles and cleaning cloths. Optometrist Jayshree Maharaj had
informed us about their activities and their outreach programme during World Sight Week.

TOPIC of the Week. Coincidentally our TotW was supplied by our
Tanzanian member, Ophthalmologist Dr Brian Savage. This brought
excellent responses from our members and if you havn’t accessed our
TotW for last week, please do so.

OUTA SPACE
Page 6

DURBAN FLOODS

One of the roads where flood water rose within minutes causing many vehicles to
be submerged and abandoned by their passengers.
Our Club donated R5000 to TAFTA to assist those pensioners that were most
affected by the storm damage in various TAFTA homes.

2018 Rotary Presidential Peace-building Conferences
10 February – Environmental Sustainability and Peace,
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

17 February – Water and Sanitation and Peace,
Beirut, Lebanon

24 February – Disease Prevention and Treatment and Peace,
Coventry, England, United Kingdom

17 March – Economic and Community Development and Peace,
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

28 April – Maternal and Child Health and Peace,
Taranto, Italy

2 June – Basic Education and Literacy and Peace,
Chicago, Illinois, USA
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OUR SPEAKER ON 31ST OCTOBER IS MARY CAREY
Mary was born in Zambia (Northern Rhodesia) in 1952 and has been involved with
animals all her life. Her father, Dickie Dickinson, was a Natural Animal Healer and she
was brought up with domestic and wild animals; owls, warthogs, birds, cats, dogs,
horses, and mice, to name a few. She feels her life would not be right if her time was
not filled by these most amazing creatures.
Because she has been involved with many different animals since a early age, she can
communicate with them easily. To Mary understanding what they say and what their
needs are comes naturally. That way, she passes the information on to the concerned
owners.
Mary's qualifications are Specialised Kinesiologist, Reiki Master Healer, Kinesiology
Animal Talk Expert, S.A.N.E.F. instructor, Bowen Practitioner, Equine Touch
Practitioner. She is also a qualified, small and large, animal Iridologist.
She has always had a calling towards animals, except snakes and crocodiles, until
recently when she experienced the most awesome moments with snakes and healed one
from a respiratory problem. Crocodiles are now also included in her healing.
Mary pioneered the Equine and Animals Natural Healing Touch (E & A N H T) modality
in May 2005 and completed the works in May 2006. It involves doing "hands on" the
animal and learning the "hows" and "whys" of the reactions and processes to be able to
understand the animal. It has the most amazing results and changes the animal's
Emotional, Mental and Physical states.
Her work, the K.A.T./HT takes her around the world; Ireland, UK, France, Norway,
Finland, Germany are some of the places she worked with animals. Many people asked
her to teach the "hands on " Healing Touch that changed so many animals lives, and
that is what brought about the E & A N H T. The first teaching overseas was done in
Ireland in November 2006, and then in the UK. She travels all over South Africa
teaching this modality.

Movie tells inspirational
polio story
As Rotary prepares to celebrate
World Polio Day on 24 October, an
inspiring new film depicting the
devastating impact of polio is hitting
theatres. “Breathe,” tells the story of
British polio survivor Robin
Cavendish, who contracted the
disease in Kenya in 1958.

END POLIO NOW collection at Windermere Centre on 11th November 2017
There has been a good response by
members who have volunteered to
assist with our promotion. However, we
still have 3 spots available in the 10 am
to 11h30 time slot. Please advise either
Secretary Irene Kotze or President
Gerald Sieberhagen if you are able to
assist during that time.
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GLOBAL HANDWASHING DAY at EKUTHULENI PRIMARY SCHOOL

Portion of the 1 900 learners who attended the talk and demonstration of Handwashing by Irene Kotze
pictured below. In the photo above, the RED arrow indicates the paved quadrangle – transformed from a
dusty area by pavers obtained by Sambulo Khalala with sand and cement donated by Alan Francis,
Rotary Club of Armidale Central; the BLUE arrow indicates the ablution block – scene of the first GLOBAL
GRANT in D9270/9370 and the YELLOW arrow indicates the Resource Centre donated by SABS and
located at EPS through the efforts of President Gerald Sieberhagen.

On the left –
Nothing wrong
with that TOP.
On the right –
President Gerald
handed a floor
mat puzzle of
the World to
Penny Pewa, a
stalwart
educator of literacy
and reading at
Ekuthuleni PS
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GLOBAL HANDWASHING DAY at EKUTHULENI PRIMARY SCHOOL
After the talk and demonstration in the quad, the learners returned to their
classrooms where each had an opportunity to wash their hands under the
watchful eye of their teachers. Some preferred to try out the Tippy Tap which was
on display. It is widely used in rural areas where there is no running water.

Tippy Tap ideas and above Nokuthula
Mvubu, who organised the event, trying
out the Tippy Tap as were the learners on
the left.
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PORT ALFRED HIGH SCHOOL - INTERACT AND EARLYACT ACHIEVERS

PORT ALFRED HIGH SCHOOL INTERACTOR OF THE
YEAR – MONIQUE

MULLER

EARLYACTOR OF THE YEAR – JESSICA
HARTY IS FLANKED BY HEADMASTER,
CLIVE PEARSON AND ROTARY ADVISOR
MIKE MILLARD

ROTARY’S NEWEST SERVICE PARTNERS
Rotary’s service partners provide
clubs and districts with service
opportunities as well as giving
them resources in the avenues of
service and areas of focus.
Rotary’s two newest partners are
Habitat for Humanity International and the International
Agency for the Prevention of
Blindness.
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CELL PHONE WARNING
EMR Updates: The Microwave Factor
Do You Really Believe Your Cell Phone (i.e. Microwave Transceiver) Is
NOT Harming Your Health?
Cell Phones Everywhere
Wherever we go nowadays — in restaurants, cafes, shopping malls, on public
transportation, on the street, in their cars, and even on T.V. — we see people
engaged, often obsessively, with their wireless devices.
These devices that have made our lives so convenient have, to say the least, indeed
also drastically changed our lifestyles, how we interact with each other, and how we
behave in public. So if everyone is so utterly engrossed with his or her individual
wireless devices without any seemingly overt problems, shouldn't we not just chalk it
up to normal behavior of the modern 21st century? And since our governmental
organizations have seamlessly approved the use of these wireless devices, then
they must also be safe, right? Well, hold your horses on those two beliefs, as it may
very well be way too early to jump the gun on either of these particular conclusions.
After all, fifty years ago, it was quite common — and “normal” — to see people
smoking cigarettes in all the places where it is perfectly acceptable for people to be
using their wireless devices today. Nowadays, most people would throw a fit if
someone invaded their space with second-hand cigarette smoke, but seemingly
don’t think twice if someone invades their space with what might be regarded as
second-hand electromagnetic radiation.

What Is Officialdom Telling Us?
While there is a lot of contradictory information out there about whether the
electromagnetic fields (EMFs) emitted by our wireless devices are actually harmful or
not, for years now officialdom has been giving us the impression that they have been
in fact safe.
For example, the FDA presently states on its website that “The majority of studies
published have failed to show an association between exposure to radio frequency
from a cell phone and health problems.”
And the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) also states that “There is no
scientific evidence that proves that wireless phone usage can lead to cancer or a
variety of other problems, including headaches, dizziness or memory loss.”
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) further states that “At this
time we do not have the science to link health problems to cell phone use.” And
according to the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
(NIEHS), “Current scientific evidence has not conclusively linked cell phone use with
any adverse health problems, but more research is needed.”
Finally, even the National Cancer Institute (NCI) tells us that “Studies thus far have
not shown a consistent link between cell phone use and cancers of the brain, nerves,
or other tissues of the head or neck.”
CONT ON PAGE 12
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CELL PHONE WARNING CONTINUED
Is History Repeating Itself?
We can find similar statements from the 1950s and 1960s by officials regarding
cigarette smoking as we are hearing today from officials with regards to wireless
radiation. For example, The New York Times published, on April 14, 1954, a number
of quotations — made public by the Tobacco Industry Research Committee — by a
number of distinguished cancer authorities, all of them denying there was a link
between smoking and lung cancer. For instance, Dr. R.H. Rigdon, Director of
Laboratory of Experimental Pathology at the University of Texas, stated that “In our
opinion the data available today do not justify the conclusions that the increase in the
frequency of cancer of the lung is the result of cigarette smoking."

Cigarette History
Dr. W. C. Heuper of the National Cancer Institute asserted “If excessive smoking
actually plays a role in the production of lung cancer, it seems to be a minor one, if
judged by the evidence on hand.”
And Dr. Max Cutler, cancer surgeon of Chicago, declared “I feel strongly that the
blanket statements which appeared in the press that there is a direct and causative
relationship between smoking and cigarettes, and the number of cigarettes smoked,
to cancer of the lung is an absolutely unwarranted conclusion.”
And Sir Charles Ellis, Senior Scientist at British American Tobacco Company stated
in 1962 that "It is my conviction that nicotine is a very remarkable, beneficent drug
that both helps the body to resist external stress and can as a result show a
pronounced tranquillizing effect." And then Dr. Ian MacDonald, a Los Angeles
surgeon is quoted in Newsweek (November 18, 1963) declared that “For the majority
of people, smoking has a beneficial effect."
And we mustn’t forget about the West German drug thalidomide, which caused
terrible birth defects in the babies of women — throughout the world in the late
1950s and early 1960s — who had taken it primarily as anti-nausea medication for
morning sickness while pregnant. At the time, it was not believed that
pharmaceuticals taken by pregnant women could pass through the placenta barrier
and cause harm to a developing foetus — probably in the same way that many
misguidedly believe that “non-ionizing radiation” is harmless today. For example, it
was stated by a William S. Merrell pharmaceutical company executive on 25 October
1960 at a special conference held to present its introductory marketing plan for
thalidomide to its sales force that "We have firmly established the safety, dosage and
usefulness of Kevadon [brand name for thalidomide] by both foreign and U.S.
laboratory and clinical studies."
Further, it was written in a letter to the FDA by a physician participating in the
"clinical investigation" program for the new sleeping pill that Kevadon [thalidomide]
was "An outstandingly safe medication."
German philosopher Friedrich Hegel was correct when he stated that “The only thing
we learn from history is that we learn nothing from history.”
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RI President’s TREE PLANTING CHALLENGE

Although our E-Club of South Africa One, with a
membership of 40, has already planted more than 600 trees
here are some suggestions furnished by:

Engage in the Challenge
PLANT A TREE BY APRIL 22, 2018!
Here's how you can get involved
• Develop projects with Rotaract and Interact Clubs
• Collaborate with community partners and local experts
• Create international partnerships where tree planting can lift up entire communities

WHY PLANT
Trees are engines of economic development
• High nutrition foods for humans, animals, wildlife and insects
• Sustainable building materials and fuel
• Canopies in urban areas to cool, reduce energy use, absorb pollution and increase property values
Trees protect our environment
• Increase ground water recharge, prevent runoff and loss of soil
• Create habitat for wildlife
• Produce oxygen, use carbon dioxide, improve public health
• Slow global warming by storing carbon
Trees and woodlands provide spiritual renewal and life
• Walking in the woods stimulates the mind and soothes the soul
• Trees and woodlands provide homes for birds, and many other species
Send your reasons for planting trees to trees@esrag.org

TREE PLANTING PRACTICES & PRINCIPLES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Consult local professionals
Carefully plan the project
Evaluate the site: sunlight, water, wind, temperature, soil, fertility and security
Select trees adapted to the site and pestand disease resistant
Plant at the right time using proper planting techniques
Establish a maintenance schedule
Care for the trees until they are established and flourishing

TREES BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What are other Rotary Club and Districts doing? Click Here [editors note – visit their website to
What global and local resources are available? Click Here find answers to these questions]
How can we get started? Click Here
Do you need ideas?
Click Here
Do you want to read success stories? Click Here
Do you have a question? Write to trees@esrag.org
Are you ready to report trees planted? Use our Trees Planted Counters
Visit our Tree FAQ Here
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TREE PAGE
THE GREAT GREEN WALL
The Great Green Wall is an African-led project with an epic ambition: to grow an 8,000km
natural wonder of the world across the entire width of Africa. Its goal is to provide food, jobs
and a future for the millions of people who live in a region on the frontline of climate
change.
Once completed, the Great Green Wall will be the largest living structure on Earth and a new
Wonder of the World.

IMPROVING MILLIONS OF LIVES
The Great Green Wall is taking root in the Sahel region, at the southern edge of the Sahara
desert - one of the poorest places on the planet.
More than anywhere else on Earth, the Sahel is on the frontline of climate change and
millions of locals are already facing its devastating impact. Persistent droughts, lack of food,
conflicts over fewer natural resources, and mass migration to Europe are some of the many
consequences.
Yet, local people from Senegal in the West to Djibouti in the East are fighting back. Since
the birth of the initiative in 2007, life has started coming back to the land, bringing greater
food security, jobs and stability to people’s lives.

A GLOBAL SYMBOL
The Great Green Wall isn’t just for the Sahel. It is global symbol for humanity overcoming
its biggest threat – our changing environment.
It shows that if we can work with nature, even in challenging places like in the Sahel, we can
overcome adversity, and build a better world for generations to come.

GROWING MORE THAN TREES
More than growing trees and plants, the Great Green Wall is transforming the lives of
millions of people in the Sahel region.

We’re growing a new world
wonder across the entire width of
Africa.

CONT ON PAGEE 15
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TREE PAGE

CONT

We’re growing fertile land, one
humanity’s most precious natural assets

We’re growing food security, for
millions that go hungry every day

of

the

We’re growing green jobs, giving real
incomes to families across the Sahel.

We’re growing a reason to stay for the
millions set to migrate to Europe

We’re growing economic opportunities
to boost small business and commercial
enterprise

We’re growing a symbol of peace in
countries where conflict continues to
displace communities
We’re growing resilience to climate
change in a region where temperatures
are expected to rise faster than anywhere
else on Earth
THANK YOU ARLENE ARNOLD FOR THE LINK

OUTA SPACE
Page 16

MIKE FERRY TRIBUTES and STORIES
TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MICHAEL J FERRY – FRIEND AND ROTARIAN
Mike Ferry came into my life in the 1980s when we worked together is sales in Mayville in a
small cubicle where we mounted a sign which read: “Chateau d’If”. It was our joke but the
significance seemed to pass others by. Somehow this giant of a man in his wheelchair and I
squeezed into a small space where he regaled me with jokes and quips all day long. I don’t
remember if he had a nickname for me but I called him “Your Grace” in the best Irish accent
I could muster which was a corruption of “Your Graceless” from some comedy act. The
memory fades, as you can read here.
What I do remember however, was of a tale he
told me of an escapade he was involved in
when he was younger and still in Liverpool but
after the events which confined him to a
wheelchair for the rest of this life. It went like
this (in a Liverpool Irish accent).
“After a night out, my sister and I piled into my
3 wheeler Robin Reliant single seat car to go
home.
Weaving my way through the wet back streets of Liverpool to go home, somehow the 2
back wheels of the car got stuck in the tram lines and, at an intersection, the car flipped
over and broke into a hundred pieces. Bystanders rushing to the scene were greeted by the
sight of a large man underneath an equally large lady surrounded by debris from a large
plastic vessel of some kind. It appeared that the driver and a female pedestrian had collided
causing the accident. The fact that both were inebriated escaped them.”
Mike didn’t explain what happened later but one can imagine the fantastic explanation.
RIP, Mike. We’ll all miss you.
David Tilling
I am deeply saddened by the death of Fellow Rotarian Michael Ferry. As the Charter
President of the Rotary Club of Durban Musgrave, I got to know him well as a valuable
member of that Club. He had a wonderful sense of humour and we always enjoyed his stints
as a Sgt at Arms. Even with his disability he always joined projects when possible. He also
produced some great "Fund Raisers".
Since being a member our E-Club, I made contact with him on a number of occasions. He
remembered me and his time as a member of the Rotary Club of Durban Musgrave.
I totally support the concept of The Michael Ferry SUBZ Project.
May he Rest in Peace.
YIR,
John Fannin
More stories to follow in future editions of OUTA SPACE - Editor
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Celebratory dates in October:
Tuesday 24th - United Nations Day
Thursday 26th - Intersex Awareness Day
Sunday 29th - National Cat Day (US)
Tuesday 31st - Halloween

Celebratory dates in November:
Wednesday 1 - World Vegan Day
Wednesday 1 - All Saints' Day
Thursday 2 - All Souls Day
Saturday 11 - Armistice Day (also
Remembrance Day)
Sunday 12 - World Pneumonia Day
Monday 13 - World Kindness Day
Tuesday 14 - World Diabetes Day
Thurs 16 - International Day for
Tolerance
Friday 17 - World Prematurity Day
Sunday 19 - International Men's Day
Sunday 19 - World Toilet Day
Monday 20 - Universal Children's Day
Tuesday 21 - World Television Day
Saturday 25 - International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women
Thursday 30 - Cities for Life Day

Trust (people), and they will be true to you;
treat them greatly, and they will show
themselves great.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

And now we are once again OUTA SPACE

