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 PRESIDENT MONIQUE’S PAGE  
Good morning E-Club Rotarians, Family and Friends 

A quarter of our Rotary Year has flown past! These last 4 weeks, we’ve 

had wonderful Rotary-related activities. My sincere thanks to DG Jaco 

and DGA Lisa for their visit to meet with our E-Club Rotarians in the 

greater Durban area and further afield via GoToMeeting.  

It’s wonderful to meet with the Rotary Leadership and be re-inspired 

to continue doing good throughout our Communities.  

We were very happy to invite street artist Giffy Duminy to the DG’s Meeting at Panarotti’s pizza dinner. We 

presented Giffy with a Rotary Community Award. Imagine how delighted we were upon finding out that 

Heather Macgregor, Giffy’s girlfriend had been an Interactor at Hillcrest High School! Club Treasurer Gerald 

wasted no time in inviting Heather to volunteer along with Giffy at our #EndPolioNow at Windermere Centre 

in Durban which they both did! 

The Rugby World Cup has been thrilling to date and our Springboks played in the semi-finals last Sunda y. 

Japan’s organization of these games, their fans and the respect they have demonstrated to all the supporters 

to their shores has been exemplary. This made me think of an essay which I read years ago in an old 

Engineering News weekly which I thought I’d share with you here.  

The essay is titled ‘Youth’, by Samuel Ullman. Ullman’s great-grandson, Richard Ullman Rosenfield, a psychologist 

said he had been intrigued by the ‘spiritual journey’ of the essay, especially in Japan. “General Douglas MacArthur, 

I learnt, often quoted Ullman’s ‘Youth’ essay and kept a framed copy over his desk throughout the Pacific 

campaign. “It is believed that the Japanese picked up the work from his Tokyo headquarters. “Unlikely as it may 

sound, this essay, written more than 80 years ago, is the underpinning of much Japanese productivity and the basis 

of many business people’s life philosophies. Many carry creased copies in their wallets. 

“Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of mind. “It is not a matter of rosy cheeks, red lips and supple knees; it is a 

matter of the will, a quality of the imagination, a vigour of the emotions; it is the freshness of deep springs of 

life. 

“Youth means temperamental predominance of courage over timidity, of the appetite for adventure over the 

love of ease. “This often exists in a man of 60 more than in a boy of 20. Nobody grows older merely by a number 

of years. We grow older by deserting our ideals. 

“Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm, wrinkles the soul. 

 “Worry, fear, self-distrust bow the heart and turn the spirit back to dust. 

“Whether 60 or 16, there is in every human being’s heart the lure of wonder, the unfailing childlike appetite of 

what’s next, and the joy of the game of living. 

“In the centre of your heart and my heart there is a wireless station; so long as it receives messages of beauty, 

hope, courage and power from man and from the Infinite, so long are you young. 

“When the aerials are down, and your spirit is covered with snows of cynicism and the ice of pessimism, then you 

are grown old, even at 20; but as long as the aerials are up, to catch waves of optimism, there is hope that you 

may die young at 80.”  

When one of Ullman’s grandsons, Jonas Rosenfield, was having dinner in Japan a few years ago, ‘Youth’ came up in 

conversation. Rosenfield told his companion, a Japanese business leader, that the author was his grandfather. The 

news was staggering. “You are the grandson of Samuel Ullman?” he kept repeating, says Rosenfield. “He couldn’t 

get over it.” Then the executive pulled a copy of ‘Youth’ from his pocket and told Rosenfield: “I carry it with me 

always. “Anyone worth his salt in Japanese business knows and uses this essay,” says one long-time Japanese 

observer. “It is our Popeye’s spinach,” said Tatsuro Ishida, who was the deputy chairperson of Fujisankei 

Communications Group. If Westerners are able to understand Japanese reverence for it, they say, maybe they can 

better understand the Japanese business person’s quest for spiritual sustenance in the midst of material 

abundance. Thank you to every Rotarian for your dedication to our Communities, to our Rotary Club, to our 

Rotary partnering Clubs, to all our volunteers and to Rotary International! #RotaryConnectsTheWorld  
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TOPIC of the Week duties and the dates for GoToMeeting 

TOPIC of the Week ROSTER  

NOVEMBER 2019 TO JUNE 2020 

Please send your TOPIC of the Week to Executive Secretary Gerald by at least the 

THURSDAY preceding the date of your turn. Please volunteer for any vacant dates  

28
th

 Oct – Nareshini Ranganthan √; 4
th

 Nov – Logie Naidoo; 11
th

 Nov – Jean Singh;  

18
th

 Nov – Charmaine Wheatley; 25
th

 Nov – Hans Hon √; 2
nd

 Dec – Majoie Hemelaar;  

9
th

 Dec – Greg Cryer √; 6
th

 Jan – Keith Kirton; 13
th

 Jan – Derek Kimber;  

20
th

 Jan – Desiree Govender; 27
th

 Jan – Andisha Maharaj √; 3
rd

 Feb – Johan Krugel;  

10
th

 Feb – Pat Draper;  

17
th

 Feb – ;  

24
th

 Feb – Pree Parumaul; 2
nd

 Mar – Janet Rouillard; 9
th

 Mar – Murna vd Merwe;  

16
th

 Mar – Angie Goody; 23
rd

 Mar – Sambulo Khalala;  

30
th

 Mar - ; 6
th

 Apr - ; 13
th

 Apr - ; 20
th

 Apr - ; 27
th

 Apr - ; 4
th

 May - ; 11
th

 May - ; 18
th

 May - ; 

25
th

 May - ; 1
st

 June - ; 8
th

 June - ; 15
th

 June - ; 22
nd

 June - ; 29
th

 June - ;  

     

GoToMeeting @ 19h00* TUESDAY 

To logon to our GoToMeeting 

Click on https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/842028621 

 

 

12
TH

 NOV – Iris Canham – Indwe - Revolutionary Education – The necessity of an  

                Ecosystem for change in our society    

19
th

 NOV – BOARD MEETING 19H00 SA TIME Board Members; Please take note of time change 

26
TH

 NOV –  

10
TH

 DEC – AGM  

7
TH

 JAN –  

21
ST

 JAN –  

28
TH

 JAN – BOARD MEETING 07H00 SA TIME Board Members; Please take note of time change 

4
TH

 FEB –  

18
TH

 FEB –  

3
RD

 MAR –  

17
TH

 MAR –  

24
TH

 MAR – BOARD MEETING 07H00 SA TIME 

7
TH

 APR – 

21
ST

 APR –  

5
TH

 MAY –  

19
TH

 MAY –  

26
TH

 MAY – COMBINED BOARD MEETING 19H00 SA TIME 

2
ND

 JUNE –  

16
TH

 JUNE –  

30
TH

 JUNE –  

7
th

 JULY – INDUCTION OF INCOMING CLUB PRESIDENT 

During the week preceding the GTM, the login REMINDER will be emailed to each member.  

If you have any suggestions for a Guest Speaker at one of our GTM’s please let President Monique 

or Secretary Irene know.  
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DATES TO DIARISE 

2019 

1
ST

 to 5
TH

 JUNE 

Friday 5
th

 June - WORLD ENVIRONMENTAL DAY 

Friday 21
st

 February from 13h00 till Saturday 22
nd

 February at 23h30 

POETS [President and Officers Elect] TRAINING at LADYBRAND 

13
th

 to 20
th

 March – Charmaine Wheatley and her Volunteers will be in Durban 

2021 

SUNDAY 25
TH

 APRIL  
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF FIRST ROTARY CLUB IN AFRICA 

ROTARY CLUB OF JOHANNESBURG 
CELEBRATION DINNER at a Johannesburg venue 

2020 

Saturday 16
th

 November – ROCKY HORROR TWILIGHT PARTY - 

Sunshine Castle [Sunshine Coast Australia]   

Organiser: Charmaine Wheatley 

DISCON 13
th

 to 16
th

 March on Cruise ship MSC Orchestra 

to Portuguese Island – come on – take the plunge. 

How many of our members are going? 

Last time I counted it was FIVE. 

Tuesday 10
th

 December   

Club Annual General Meeting on GTM 
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BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
OCT 

30
th

 – Philip Hedley 

NOV 

2
nd

 – Ockie Esterhuyse 

5
th

 – Mark Rouillard 

13
th

 – Bob Kistnasamy 

16
th

 – Bill Main 

19
th

 – Agnes Khaya Mposula 

21
st

 – Mike Millard 

24
th

 – Pam Brown 

24
th

 – Sharon Robertson 

24
th

 – Nokuthula Mvubu 

24
th

 – Irene Setty 

27
th

 – Lindsay Cryer 

29
th

 – Amanda J van Rensburg 

DEC 

7
th

 – Angela Savage 

13
th

 – Richard Hargreaves 

13
th

 – Sivashni Singh 

20
th

 – Monique Jackson 

22
nd

 – Beryl Draper   

25
th

 – Steven Lancaster 

28
th

 – Jeanette Esterhuyse 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
OCT 

31
st

 – Greg & Lindsay Cryer 

NOV 

12
th

 – Angie & Trevor Mitchell 

23
rd

 – CHARTER OF ROTARY E-CLUB OF  

           SOUTH AFRICA ONE in 2010 

DEC 

19
th

 – Hans & Tina Hon 

22
nd

 – Sivashni Singh & Dhiviyan  

            Kalidas 

23
rd

 – Suresh & Irene Setty   

31
st

 – Steven & Tracy Lancaster  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays – continued 

DEC 

30
th

 – Janet Munsamy  

31
st

 – Nareshini Ranganthan  

 

ENJOY 

YOUR 

DAY 

 

MAKE THIS 

A 

VERY SPECIAL 

CELEBRATION 

 

Good news story! 
In countries that are regularly blanketed in snow during winter, rolling a small 

snowball down a steep hill will often result in a ‘snowball effect’ which means 

that the size of the small snowball is appreciably bigger by the time it reaches 

the bottom. That is more or less what Tina Hon achieved by donating R250 to 

End Polio Now and challenging members to do the same. The following 

members responded to the challenge: Hans Hon, Gerald Sieberhagen, John 

Fannin, Jeff Watts, Keith Kirton, Greg Cryer, Francesco Petruccione, Charmaine 

Wheatley, Richard Hargreaves, Arlene Arnold, Mike Millard, Irene Kotze and  

David Tilling and in no time donations totalling R5750 were received. When this 

is sent to The Rotary Foundation, The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation adds 

R11 500 so our snowball just grows and grows and our promise to the children 

of the world to eradicate polio gets closer and closer to D-Day!!!! 
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Visit by President Monique and Francesco to Velddrif 
      

 

 

 

 

KENTON RHINO RUN 

In the well equipped kitchen at the FDSA Youth Centre in Velddrif are Ashley 

Delport the FDSA Youth Leader, Bettie van der Merwe-Bonnet, Lindsay 

Constable, Manager of Centre and Monique during their visit on Saturday 5
th
 

October 2019. 

FDSA has planted 4 100 Olive trees on a piece of 

land in the centre of town. The land was allocated 

by the municipality after they had cleared the blue 

gum trees from the land.  

The 100 olive trees were planted in a special area, 

The Centennial Olive Grove, to commemorate the 

Rotary Foundation Centennial and were funded by 

members of the Rotary E-Club of South Africa One. 

Each tree that has been funded by our members has 

been carefully mapped so that the members can 

visit and ‘talk’ to their tree and watch its progress. 

Here Monique Labat is standing next to one of the 5 

trees that she and Francesco Petruccione donated. 

With her is Israel Scheepers who looks after the 

upkeep and watering of the olive trees and Bettie 

van der Merwe-Bonnet, the driving force at FDSA 

and the Olive plantation.  

In time to come, the olives will provide an income 

for the Youth Centre. 
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KENTON RHINO RUN 

A visit to John and 

June Fannin would 

not be complete 

without dinner at 

one of the upmarket 

restaurants and here 

they are all about to 

enjoy a meal of 

oysters. 

John Fannin reports: 

15
th

 October 2019. Bad news is that the FDSA Youth Centre was attacked last evening. Yesterday, a 

rampaging mob of EFF members shut down Velddrif. We were all warned by the police not to go out 

of our homes. They also told all businesses to close. Velddrif was a ghost town. They had threatened 

to burn down Noordhoek Primary School and our Civic Centre so there were fire engines on 

standby.  But they did damage a number of new homes which were built to house locals who had 

been on the waiting list for years. In the evening they tried to get into the FDSA Youth Centre but 

did not manage to break the high fence down. Instead they broke four panes of glass and a glass 

patio door, probably by throwing rocks at them. 

16
th

 October 2019. Last evening the "protesters" tried to burn down FDSA's Youth Centre. They 

were stopped. However, this morning they succeeded and most of the hall, part of the kitchen and 

parts of the mezzanine floor were destroyed!   They had also set tyres alight at all the entrances to 

the township and there were too few policemen to stop them. 

See next page for further information on this ‘Horror Story’. 
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KENTON RHINO RUN 

Fire Destroys Superb Amenity 

From: John Fannin [mailto:fanninjohn21@gmail.com]  

Sent: 24 October 2019 07:00 PM 

To: Monique Labat 

Cc: Gerald Sieberhagen; Irene Kotze 

Subject: FDSA Youth Centre 

Good evening, Monique, 

June and I have just returned from the AGM of the FDSA Youth 

Centre.   As expected it was a highly emotional meeting. 

The engineers called in to assess the damage this morning have 

condemned the building as unsafe and it will have to be 

demolished immediately. The estimate to rebuild, refurbish and 

replace is R5M.   The major donors will not contribute towards this 

cost, nor is our Rotary Club expected to contribute again. However, 

it is hoped through overseas organisations that some funds can be 

found. Do you know of any overseas Rotary Clubs that might 

contribute towards the funding of new equipment??? 

So, at present, the Velddrif Cluster of the Rotary E-Club of South 

Africa One does not have a project. 

With her indomitable spirit and faith, Bettie has found a private 

venue in Velddrif where limited cooking can be done and food can 

be stored, so some of the children can fed. Some will get only 

nourishing sandwiches but that is at least more than they will get 

at home. 

Bettie has been told that the reason the mob attacked the Youth 

Centre, stole as much as they could before torching it, was because 

they thought it belonged to the Bergriver Municipality!? 

June and I have been gutted by what occurred! 

With best wishes, 

YIR, 

John 
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The Gibsons Rotary Club rolled out its 1500 x $20 GoFundMe 
Campaign to raise $30,000 -- the equivalent of 1500 x $20 bills. 
The funds will be used to build an Early Childhood Education Center in the 
village of Taweni, South Africa. The school will be located in the same village 
where the Rotary club delivered 60 hippo water rollers  last year.  
 It was decided to launch a crowdfunding campaign -- rather than staging a 
traditional fundraising event -- so more local residents could get involved with the 
project.  Supported by a social media campaign, donors will be able to watch the 
school being built and meet the kids who will attend. That's exciting! 
“The idea of breaking the fundraising into $20 bills makes the campaign more 
attractive," said Rotarian Helen Macham. “1500 $20 bills breaks the project into 
manageable pieces and small enough so that everyone can participate." 
To make it even more attractive, for every $20 donated, our Rotary Club will 
match it with $20, so donors will double the impact of their donation. 
“Rotary clubs are very active with community projects on the Sunshine Coast," 
added Macham. “This project is particularly exciting because it's part of our global 
vision to serve and make a difference.” 
The school will be part of a 
network of Early Childhood 
Development schools operating 
in the Eastern Cape Province 
that delivers educational 
opportunities to impoverished 
rural communities.  
This project is one of the many 
local and international projects 
that the Gibsons Rotary club 
manages for the good of the 
whole community.  We thank 
you for helping us do our 
good works. 

Updates (2) 
• TODAY 24TH OCTOBER by Luke Vorstermans, Organizer 

Just one week into our GoFundMe Campaign to build our school in Taweni 
and we've just passed the 11% mark towards our goal of $30000. Thank you 
donors!! Please share your support of this project with others! 
Our partners in this project, Jacob Mekkelholt from the Netherlands, and 
Khaya Mposula from Taweni, were on hand to lay out the foundation on the 
site where the school will be built. They share their vision with this short video 

• OCTOBER 17, 2019by Luke Vorstermans, Organizer 
Wow! We were still in our 'testing stage' to make sure everything was working 
properly and we've already raised over $1600! Our official launch is tomorrow, 
Oct 17th. 

 

PS – This is the area where our E-Club of South Africa One Rotarian 

Khaya Mposula operates.  



 

 

 

  

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
Page 10 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

KENTON RHINO RUN 

Congratulations to Sheena Louca. 
At the recent prize-giving at the Port Alfred High School, Sheena 

received several awards. The outgoing President of the Interact 

Club of Port Alfred High School’s awards included Interactor of the 

Year; Most enthusiastic and dedicated Interactor of the year; a 

Rotary Community Service Award from the Rotary E-Club of South 

Africa One. Sheena will be inducted as an Honorary member of the 

Rotary E-Club of South Africa One in December and once she has 

completed her studies she will no doubt join Rotary as an Active 

member and perhaps emulate Catherine Smith, whose story 

appears on page 11! 
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YOUNG LEADER IN ROTARY 

Young leader takes the reins at Wellington Point 

At just 20 years old, Catherine Smith is believed to be the youngest Rotary president in 

Australia and the youngest female 

president in the world.  

Catherine – who took over the 

presidency of the Rotary Club of 

Wellington Point, Qld, this year – was 

first introduced to the club in 2014 

through a driver awareness program at 

her school. 

Since then, she has been involved in 

programs including the National Youth 

Science Forum, representing Australia 

at the London International Youth 

Science Forum, and the Rotary Youth 

Leadership Awards program. 

“I've met people who were being proactive in making positive change for the community, 

and I wanted to give back to them after they’ve invested in me so much,” Catherine said. 

“Rotary is such an amazing platform to be involved with because it really gives people 

from all walks of life the hope and skills, and even confidence, to go out and make change 

happen.” 

Catherine will be juggling her Rotary leadership commitments with an intensive university 

schedule studying biomedical science and law. 

The average age of an Australian Rotarian is 71, making Catherine among the youngest 

members, let alone leaders. 

She is also believed to be the youngest female president in the world; a fitting 

achievement in the 30th anniversary year of an historic vote that first allowed women 

into Rotary. 

“I think we've come a long way in terms of diversity and inclusion, and I really want to 

continue that progression in connecting Rotary between different organisations, family 

and working professionals,” Catherine said. 

One of her goals for the year is to continue coming up with innovative community 

programs to help those in need. 

She also wants to encourage young people to give the club a shot. 

“We (young people) know that we want to be involved, we know that we want to be 

ready for the challenges that lie ahead, and I think that we’re all trying to create different 

pathways to give back to the community with our leadership ability. 

“Rotary is an avenue that people can follow through with, to do those things. To see such 

thoughtful and considerate people going out there and helping the community is really 

inspiring. To be a part of that really gives me a lot of joy.” 

This is an edited version of an article that first appeared in the Redland City Bulletin on 

June 19, 2019. 

Words by Stacey Whitlock 

Redland City Bulletin 
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FLEXIBILITY OF ROTARY CLUBS and IT 

DOESN’T HAVE TO BE A SATELLITE CLUB 
By Heather Macdonald, Rotary Satellite Club of London, Ontario, Canada 

I was a recent college grad when I moved to a new city 

and was looking to join an organization where I could 

meet people my own age who were at the same stage 

of life that I was in. My parents are both Rotarians, so 

Rotary was the first organization that came to mind. 

But I struggled to find a club where I could fit in. 

London, Ontario, Canada has two Rotaract clubs, but 

both are associated with either the University or the 

College and require members to be attending. Even if 

that weren’t the case, I didn’t want to join a club where 

the members were still focused on school. I was 

finished with school and really wanted to meet people who were starting careers and 

had NO money. 

The Rotary clubs in the area were inaccessible to young professionals. Most of the 

members were established in their careers and financially stable. All of the clubs met at 

breakfast or lunch. As someone who is just starting out in my company, I can’t take the 

time off for an hour meeting plus travel time. And the meals were definitely out of my 

price range. 

About a year ago, our current district governor, mentioned that the London Rotary Club 

had started the Rotary Satellite Club of London. This club is made up of younger 

professionals who are all done with school (approximately 22-35 year olds). The satellite 

club meets twice a month at a local pub. If we want a drink or dinner we pay the pub 

directly, and it just happens that we meet on half-price wing night. If money’s tight that 

week and we can only afford a pop, that’s all we pay for, no judgement. 

Our satellite club has adapted to suit our needs. None of us use checks, and instead of 

having to carry cash, we use e-transfer whether it’s our annual dues (my parents paid 

mine as a birthday present) or for our Happy Bucks Card (our system of collecting 

money through good natured “fines.”) 

Currently, my time and energy is worth way more than my money. I can’t afford to buy a 

$55 Rotary shirt, go to a $100 a plate auction dinner or take a whole Thursday off for a 

golf tournament. That’s why my Rotary club sponsors a local park and we get together 

twice a year to pick up trash. We help load cargo trailers to be shipped overseas for 

other area Rotary clubs. And we raise funds for Christmas packages for homeless youth 

in our city by putting on Trivia and Paint Nights at the pub where we meet. 

I’m an active Rotarian and likely will be for life. I’m now on our board of directors, I’ve 

been to a district conference and a learning assembly. Who knows what the future holds. 

I LOVE my Rotary club and the people in it. We have a wonderful time together, it 

doesn’t cost us much, and we’re making the world a better place. 

THE HEADING IS MINE - Editor 
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END POLIO NOW – COLLECTION 2019      

 

 

 

 

KENTON RHINO RUN 

Charmaine reports from Aus that 

on WORLD POLIO DAY most of the 

Australians in the various Rotary 

districts jumped onto a train and 

rattled our (non) buckets and 

asked for some $$$. I think the 

final figure was AU$1 million 

(ZAR10 million) and we all had a 

great day. 

Gerald - please add my R250 

donation to my next year’s subs as 

how could I not accept Tina Hon's  how can I not accept Tina's challenge ? 

Well done Durban Rotarians for all your hard work at 

Windermere (I did that with you both about 9 years ago, I think 

.....) at Essenwood Craft Market                                          SEE NEXT PAGE 

Volunteers Giffy Duminy and 

Heather MacGregor assisted at 

our End Polio Now promotion 

 

Irene Kotze 

and 

President 

Monique 

Labat 

ensured 

that their 

happy 

smiles 

attracted 

several 

donors for 

END POLIO 

NOW 

2019 
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Rotary Club of Durban Bay (sponsor Club of our E-Club) at the Essenwood Craft 

Market promoting END POLIO NOW on 23.10.2010. 

L to R Back row: Alex Hollingworth (Whizzkids), Lisa Ehn (YE) Anabelle Valay 

(YE) Sizwe Dlalisa (Interact-Embury College) Irene Kotze, Gerald Sieberhagen, 

Charmaine Wheatley. 

Front row: Amandla Luhabe (President, Interact-Embury College), Michael Roth 

(Whizzkids) and Themba Nosenga. 

Reading from The Dinghy (fortnightly newsletter of the Rotary Club of Durban 

Bay): Irene Kotze, who started collecting for End Polio Now in July by getting 

her birthday guests to contribute to PolioPlus instead of buying her a gift, has 

steadily been accumulating funds and with contributions from friends and 

acquaintances and the collection at Essenwood Craft market, we deposited 

R3 540 during END POLIO WEEK. 

I see we also ‘conducted a snap survey on Rotary, promoted the e-club, our 

wheelchair programme and handed out many copies of Rotary Africa.  

Our Rotary E-Club of South Africa D9270 was admitted to membership of 

Rotary International on 23
rd

 November 2010. 

When D9270 merged to form D9370 our E-Club name was changed to Rotary 

E-Club of South Africa One  
 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHARMAINE WHEATLEY 
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Someone to tell it to is one of the fundamental needs 

of human beings  

Miles Franklin [1954]  

 

The most evident token and apparent sign of true 

wisdom is a constant and unconstrained rejoicing  
 

Michel de Montaigne 

 

Many run about after happiness like an absent-

minded man hunting for his hat, while it is in his hand 

or on his head   
James Sharp 

 

You always think you could have done more. That’s 

why you need a friend – to tell you, you did all you 

could.  
 

Robert Brault 

 

The virtue of deeds lies in completing them.  
 

Arabian Proverb 
 

Do not fear going forward slowly, fear only to stand 

still.  
 

Chinese wisdom 
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