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Dear E-Club members and OUTA
SPACE readers. December is
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Month. World AIDS day was on 1%
December and the theme in South
Africa this year is “Know vyour
Status”. Depending on how you look
at it, the new data on the HIV/AIDS
epidemic can tell two very different
stories. On the one hand, the world
has made huge progress against
HIV/AIDS — for example, last year
alone, more people were put on
AIDS treatment than ever before.
On the other hand, there are still
way too many people becoming
infected with the disease and donor

funding continued to fall.

New HIV infections have been reduced by
47% since the peak in 1996. In 2017, there
were 1.8 million [1.4 million—2.4 million]
new HIV infections, compared to 3.4
million [2.6 million—4.4 million] in 1996.
Reducing new infections is the KEY!

Editor (Gerald Sieberhagen

CAPTURE THE MOMENT IN HAMBURG
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The pages in this issue
2 — President’s Page
3 — TOPIC of the Week - roster and
GoToMeeting dates and speakers
4 — Dates to Diarize
5 — Birthdays and Anniversaries
6 — Main’s makeup
7, 8, 9 — Rl Convention - Hamburg
10 — Lamontville Créches
11 — Rotary Fellowships
12 — Pree in Houston Texas
13 — Back page
Please remember to send me your photos
and stories.

| wish you all a Merry
Christmas, safe travel-
ling and Good Health
throughout 2019.

ROTARY’S MOTTO IS:
Service Above Self

SAVE THE DATES AND BE THERE!
DISTRICT 9370 CONFERENCE
PORT ELIZABETH
9™ 10 11™ MAY 2019




OUTA SPACE

Page 2

PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE

Dear Rotarians and Friends of Rotary

Not sure where the year has gone, another
holiday season and year end is upon us.
Hopefully everyone will enjoy a happy and
blessed Christmas season. On a personal
note, | can’t wait to board the plane to
Australia and, after a long year, to be with
my daughter and family and especially to
enjoy my two granddaughters who are
growing up so quickly.

As 2018 draws to a close it seems
appropriate to point out some of our club’s
achievements and the effort a number of
our members have put into achieving
results. Basic Education and Literacy at
Ekuthuleni Primary School has flourished
and we are proud of the excellent results the
learners have achieved. And of course a
special THANK YOU goes to our donors from
Australia for Project Dignity which ensures
that the girls of Ekuthuleni Primary School
do not miss days of schooling every month.
The Port Alfred Cluster can be proud of
having completed a Global Grant which
reaches more than 1700 girls all because of
Project Dignity. In the Midlands our member
Pat Draper has ensured that the
matriculants had support via digital
assistance for maths and science.

On the West Coast the olive trees are
growing, the Laaiplek Police Station has
received some much needed assistance and
donations to TRF have continued. Disease
Prevention and Treatment has once again
been a major item on our list of goals. The
International Medical Relief team for the
USA assisted the elderly at KwaMashu
Christian Centre. Our contributions to END
POLIO NOW campaign through our
awareness project at Windermere Centre
and through the SWIMATHON at Port Alfred
has raised much needed funding to go
towards eliminating polio from the world.
Our Australian members have continued to
do amazing things and | look forward to
sharing time with them during the next 2
months.

Our membership is made up of ordinary
people who truly do extraordinary things.
THANK YOU E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE
MEMBERS AND OUR MANY DONORS!

I wish you and your family a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New
Year. Please take care during the fsilly
season’, have lots of fun and many
memorable moments with your loved ones
and come back in the New Year full of
enthusiasm and inspired to continue your
journey with Rotary in 2019.

Happy Reading, BE
INSPIRATION AND HAVE FUN

THE

lrene

)
Rotary n‘-'ﬂf:‘i; | @Eﬂﬁmmu

“Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting
change — across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.”

Let's tell the world we are

GET STARTED TODAY |
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TOPIC of the Week duties and the dates for GoToMeeting
are highlighted in larger print to ensure that members do

not overlook them

TOPIC of the Week ROSTER
DEC 2018 —JUNE 2019

Please note your date

Please send your TOPIC of the Week to
Secretary Gerald by at least the THURSDAY
preceding the date of your turn.

3" Dec — John Fannin V

10" Dec — Hans Hon V

14" Jan — Charmaine Wheatley V
21% Jan - Tina Hon V

28" Jan — Monique Labat V
4™ Feb - Jean Singh

11" Feb — Jeff Watts

18" Feb — Tina Hon V

25" Feb — Keith Kirton

4™ Mar - Arlene Arnold
11" Mar - Mike Millard

18" Mar - Tina Hon V

25" Mar - Philip Hedley

1* Apr — Irene Kotze

8" Apr - Bill Main

15" Apr — Tina Hon V

22" Apr — Aadila Sabat

29" Apr — Derek Kimber

6™ May — Gerald Sieberhagen V
13" May — Desiree Govender
20" May - John Fannin

27" May — Gerald Sieberhagen V
3" June - Pree Parumaul

10" June - David Tilling

17" June - Brian & Angela Savage
24" June - Monique Labat

GoToMeeting
@ 19h00*
TUESDAY

To logon to our GoToMeeting

Click on
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join
/842028621

4 DEC — Annual General Meeting

11 DEC - Majoie Hemelaar - — RC of

Hoorn, Netherlands - moving to

Northern KZN in 2019

18 DEC - Holiday mood

8 JAN — Hello 2019

22 JAN — Connie van Niekerk, Litres for

Education

5 FEB - Still awaiting confirmation

19 FEB -

5 MAR — Gerald Sieberhagen — 10"
World Rotary Cricket Festival

19 MAR - Lunchtime F2F meeting with

Brian Cockrell and his wife, Lynn -

members of RC of Liverpool South —

supporters of our SUBZ project

2 APR — Monique Labat - report back on

POETS [President and Officers Elect

Training Seminar]

16 APR -

30 APR -

14 MAY -

During the week preceding the GTM, the

login REMINDER will be emailed to each

member.

If you have any suggestions for a

Guest Speaker at one of our GTM’s

please let President Irene or

Secretary Gerald know.
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DATES TO DIARISE

2019

20™ to 25™ JANUARY - 10" WORLD ROTARY CRICKET FESTIVAL
IN MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA
AN INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF CRICKET LOVING ROTARIANS EVENT

8th and 9th MARCH - POETS - LADYBRAND

9™ to 11™ MAY
D9370 CONFERENCE
IN PORT ELIZABETH

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
1st TO 5th JUNE

CAPTURE E Y REGISTER TODAY
THEMOMENT IS

Rotary -_'_:':'.- ) | ‘h"mnt.

Friday 21 June
Sunshine Castle Masquerade Ball
AUSTRALIA
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SPACE for GOOD NEWS

Our speaker on 22" January 2019 will be Connie van Niekerk who will
speak about "Litres for Education - Driving education 1 litre at a time”!
‘Litres for Education’ is an educational trust which was formed to enable
people to reward a selected school through their monthly fuel spend.
Through registering with an approved ‘Litres for Education’ service station
and linking your membership to one of the partner schools or NPQO’s, a
portion of your monthly fuel spend will be given back to the School.

"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the
world” Nelson Mandela.
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2019 RI Convention

Ich bin ein Hamburger

Drop anchor in Germany’s gateway to the world, where it’s easy to feel like a local
By Jenny Llakmani
Walking through Hamburg’s main train station on our first day in the city, my husband, Anton, spots a man sitting
in a tiny bar enjoying a beer and a smoke. His peculiar garb — black corduroy jacket, vest, and bell-bottom pants,
along with a battered top hat — gives him away. He’s one of Germany’s Wandergesellen, a journeyman carpenter
who, in a tradition that dates to the Middle Ages, travels the world for two or three years carrying only a change
of clothes, a few euros, and his skills.
Like us, he’s just another visitor to Hamburg. A real person in a real city — a city, as we come to realize, that’s the
coolest place we never knew we wanted to visit.
The wavy roofline of Hamburg’s newest landmark, the Elbphilharmonie, breaks above the historic brick
warehouses of the Speicherstadt district.
In an age when every destination seems to be making itself over to please tourists, Hamburg steadfastly chooses
to please itself. Undeniably authentic, the city greets visitors with a friendly ahoy! and then goes about its
business — and business is the business of Hamburg — leaving you to enjoy its many charms.
Situated on the Elbe River, the city’s pathway to the North Sea, Hamburg — which will host the 2019 Rotary
International Convention — is the third-largest port in Europe, a thriving hub of global trade. Across the river from
the colossal harbor is the inviting downtown, with bridges and canals that locals claim outnumber those of
Amsterdam and Venice and a picturesque lake that serves as the city’s playground. As befits a Marktplatz for the
world’s goods, shopping abounds, as do options for entertainment. On Saturday nights, people of all ages
converge on the Reeperbahn, the once notorious red-light district where, in the early 1960s, the Beatles became
the Beatles. And jutting out into the river like a ship at full sail is the new Elbphilharmonie (the Elbphi for short), a
brick and glass concert hall whose dramatic exterior and finely tuned interior proclaim Hamburg’s intent to
establish a serious performance heritage rivaling anything the continent might offer.
All of this in a city that’s compact and easy to navigate on foot, by bike, on public transit, and — maybe even
especially — by boat.
Getting to know Hamburg’s waterways is key to understanding what makes the city tick. Holger Knaack, co-chair
of the convention’s Host Organization Committee and a past governor of District 1940, puts it succinctly:
“Hamburg is water, everywhere.” Even the Ham in Hamburg comes from an Old Saxon word meaning
“marshland.”
The aqueous heart of this maritime city is the Alster, a lake created 800 years ago by damming a small river. It’s
divided into two parts: the Binnenalster, or Inner Alster, and the larger Au3enalster, or Outer Alster. The Elbe,
meanwhile, is the city’s pulsing lifeline: Though Hamburg lies 65 miles from the North Sea, here at the city’s center
the river and its canals still rise and fall with the tides.
Along the Jungfernstieg, a stepped terrace that runs along the Inner Alster, Hamburg’s wealthy merchants once
promenaded with their unmarried daughters. It’s still a chic showcase of the city’s inhabitants. Anton and | grab a
table at one of the open-air cafés and watch the red-and-white tour boats that dock here before heading out to
explore the Outer Alster, the city’s canals, and the Elbe.
We opt to take the footpath around the Outer Alster. People are fishing, sunbathing, reading, walking dogs,
biking, and boating. With no private motorboats allowed, says Andreas von Méller, a Hamburg native whose roots
here go back for generations, “sailing on the lake is a dream.” Von Moller, a past governor of District 1890, serves
as Knaack’s fellow HOC chair.
A little more than 4 miles around, the lakeshore is dotted with cafés and restaurants. At the Alsterperle, a self-
service café housed in a former public toilet — far more appealing than it sounds — we pull out our map to plot our
next move. The lady sharing our table asks where we’re from. We’ve hardly begun to reply when another café-
goer appears at our side and asks, “Did you say you’re from Chicago? | love Chicago!” Our new friends have tips
for us in the nearby neighborhood of St. Georg: The bar on top of Le Méridien hotel, we learn, has the best view of
the Alster, while the terrace at the Hotel George is a fantastic place to enjoy the sunset. With friends like that,
who needs a map? CONT ON PAGE 8
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Though defined by its waterways, Hamburg was forged by fire. Two major conflagrations — the first in 1842, the
second ignited by Allied air raids during World War Il — devastated the city, leaving few traces of its medieval

origins. The first fire broke out on the Deichstrasse, a short street built on a 13th-century dike; despite that, the
street today contains the only cluster of buildings in the old Hamburg style of architecture. One of them,
Deichstrasse 25, houses a restaurant called Zum Brandanfang, which means “the place where the fire started”; on
the other side of the Old Town, there’s a street called Brandsende, or Fire’s End.

Be our guest

Moin, moin is the traditional Hamburg way of saying hello, and the city’s Rotarians are eager to greet you. The
Hamburg Host Organization Committee (HOC), chaired by Andreas von Méller and Holger Knaack, has planned
cultural events for every night of the convention to show you the many sides of Hamburg and introduce you to
local Rotarians. To learn more and buy tickets, visit ric2019.rotary.de/en.

Saturday

Hamburg Rotarians will host a welcome party for 2,000 convention goers in the historic Hamburg Chamber of
Commerce building in the heart of the city.

Sunday

The renowned National Youth Ballet, whose general director, John Neumeier, is celebrating both his 80th birthday
and his 46th season with the State Opera of Hamburg ballet company next year, will perform for convention
goers. (Balletomanes, take note: The 45th Hamburg Ballet Days begins shortly after the convention ends, on 16
June.)

Monday

The HOC has reserved Hamburg’s show-stopping new landmark, the Elbphilharmonie, for two performances of
classical music. Celebrated for its architecture as well as its acoustics, the building also offers breathtaking views
of the city and its harbour.

Tuesday

Local clubs will organize host hospitality events. Experience German Gastfreundschaft!

Public events

The HOC is also planning several free public events, including a 14-day bicycle tour that will take some 200 riders
from Austria through Germany to Hamburg. Each day, the group will stop for an event to raise awareness of polio.
Rotarians from around Hamburg can join the ride for the final 20 kilometers, arriving at the Rathaus (city hall) on
the morning of Saturday, 1 June. Riders need to register in advance, but everyone is welcome to come to the
Rathaus square to celebrate the end of the ride. One of the city’s major thoroughfares, meanwhile, will feature
booths presenting Rotary’s six areas of focus to the public.

The destruction wrought by war was on a different scale. During 10 days of bombing in July 1943, at least 40,000
people died as entire neighbourhoods were obliterated. To better understand what occurred, we visit the St.
Nikolai memorial. The tallest of Hamburg’s five major churches, St. Nikolai remains in its bombed-out state as a
memorial to all victims of war. Its crypt houses a small but powerful museum whose account of the air raids
provides perspective on the experiences not only of the people of Hamburg, but of the bomber crews themselves.
As we walk through the city, another reminder of World War Il is at our feet: Stolpersteine, or “stumbling stones.”
These brass plates are fitted in among the cobblestones in front of buildings where Jewish people, Roma, gays,
dissidents, and other victims of the Nazis last lived. Each plate is engraved with the name of an individual and, in
most cases, the years when he or she was born, was deported to a concentration camp, and died. Conceived in
1996 by Berlin artist Gunter Demnig, the stones are now found in cities throughout Europe.

From the Deichstrasse, we walk down a narrow alleyway to the canal behind the historic row of merchant houses.
Here, goods originating in ports around the world were delivered by boat and stored on the lower floor of a
house; the second floor traditionally featured offices and a large reception space for clients, while the family
occupied the upper floors. Canals also define the nearby district called the Speicherstadt, where the narrow
waterways between tall brick warehouses, or Speicher, conjure a Northern Germany-meets-Venice vibe.

The 19th-century uniformity of the Speicherstadt yields to the modern sensibility of the adjacent HafenCity. When
finished in 2030, this riverside development project — which features shops, restaurants, apartments, and offices
housed in a mix of older buildings and new ones designed by Renzo Piano, Rem Koolhaas, Philippe Starck, among
others — will almost double the size of the city center. CONT ON PAGE 9
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Celebratory dates in December:

Saturday 1% - World AIDS Day; Monday 3™ - United Nations' International Day of Persons with
Disabilities; Wednesday 5" _ International Volunteer Day; World Soil Day; Sinterklaas;

Sunday 9™ - International Anti-Corruption Day; Saturday 15" - International Tea Day;

Monday 24" - Christmas Eve; Tuesday 25" - Christmas Day; Wednesday 26" - Boxing Day;

Monday 31° - New Year's Eve

Celebratory dates in January:

Tuesday 1° — New Year, Polar Bear Swim Day; Monday 21°' — National Hugging Day; Saturday 26" —
Australia Day; Sunday 27" - International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the
Holocaust; Thursday 31 - International Street Children's Day

Celebratory dates in February:

Saturday 2" - World Wetlands Day; Monday 4" - World Cancer Day; Tuesday 5" — Rotary Interna-
tional 114" Anniversary; Friday 8" - Propose Day; Wednesday 13" - World Radio Day; Thursday
14™ - Valentine's Day; Friday 22™ - Thinking Day; Wednesday 27" - World NGO Day

And now we are once again OUTA SPACE



