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WHAT PAUL HARRIS SAID    
                August 2009 

Paul Harris planted trees “Friendship Trees” around the 

world. www.friendshiptrees.org tells the entire story. We just 

received photos of a tree he planted in Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa. Here’s what Paul Harris said about these trees: 

“Upon several occasions, Boards of Rotary International have extended to us 

invitations to visit the Rotary clubs of other counties; such invitations we have, as a 

rule, accepted and we have tried to make ourselves ambassadors of good-will. With 

the cooperation of Rotarians and local governments, I have planted friendship trees in 

the parks and playgrounds on all the five continents of the world and even on some of 

the major islands of the seas. Our trees stood as symbols of international understand-

ing and goodwill. 

National and municipal governments have participated in the ceremonies incident to 

such plantings and monuments bearing bronze plates with appropriate inscriptions, 

have, in several instances, been erected. Our tree plantings are merely gestures of 

good-will but they are intelligible to all the citizens of the various countries whatever 

language they speak.” 

Thank you, Hans for this bit of information. Editor 

 

I wonder whether there is a tree in Durban that was planted by Paul Harris.  

I remember that during the Rotary Centennial, DG Chris Skinner arranged for 

100 Centennial Roses to be planted in the rose garden in Jamieson Park, 

Durban – sadly the rose garden no longer exists.  I know that the centennial 

roses planted at the Twilanga Retirement Village, where I now stay, are also 

no more, nor are the 2 that I planted at my house. 

 

Should we not be seeking suitable sites to plant trees during this year to mark 

the Rotary Foundation Centennial? 

 

Maybe planting some olive trees at the FDSA project in Velddrif would be a 

good idea. 

 

I’m sure the Interactors and EarlyActors would be keen to plant trees as well. 

 

 

ANOTHER STORY ABOUT ROTARY TREES 
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The TOP 10 Reasons Why You Should Join Rotary?  

1. Friendship: In an increasingly complex world, Rotary provides one of the 

most basic human needs: the need for friendship and fellowship. It is one of 

two reasons why Rotary began in 1905.  

2. Business Development: The second original reason for Rotary's beginning is 

business development. Everyone needs to network. Rotary consists of a cross 

section of every business community. Its members come from all walks of life. 

Rotarians help each other and collectively help others.  

3. Personal Growth and Development: Membership in Rotary continues one’s 

growth and education in human relations and personal development.  

4. Fun: Rotary is fun, a lot of fun. Each meeting is fun. The club projects are 

fun. Social activities are fun. The service is fun.  

5. Citizenship in the World: Every Rotarian wears a pin that says “Rotary 

International.” There are few places on the globe that do not have a Rotary 

club. Every Rotarian is welcome – even encouraged – to attend any of the 

thousands of clubs across the globe.  

6. The Development of Ethics: Rotarians practice a Four-Way Test that governs 

one’s ethical standards. Rotarians are expected to be ethical in business and 

personal relationships.  

7. Cultural Awareness: Around the world, practically every religion, country, 

culture, race, creed, political persuasion, language, color, and ethnic identity 

is found in Rotary. It is a cross section of the world’s most prominent citizens 

from every background. Rotarians become aware of their cultures and learn 

to love and work with people everywhere.  

8. Nice People: Rotarians above all are nice people - the nicest people on 

the face of the earth. They are important people who follow the policy of it is 

nice to be important but it is important to be nice.  

9. The Absence of an “Official Creed”: Rotary has no secret handshake, no 

secret policy, no official creed, no secret meeting or rituals. It is an open 

society of men and women who simply believe in helping others.  

10. The Opportunity to Serve! Rotary is a service club. Its business is mankind. 

Its product is service. Rotarians provide community service to both local and 

international communities. This is perhaps the best reason for becoming a 

Rotarian: the chance to do something for somebody else and to sense the 

self-fulfilment that comes in the process and return of that satisfaction to 

one’s own life. It is richly rewarding. 

 

 

WORTH REMEMBERING 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

SEPTEMBER 
1st – Clementine Phakathi 

12th – Bettie vdMerwe Bonnet 

12th – Tracy Lancaster 

14th – Cyril Phakathi 

21st – John Fannin 

ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER 
2nd – Arlene & Dave Arnold 

12th – Mario & Melanie Hegemann 

DATES TO DIARISE 

2016 
3rd Sep – Foundation Seminar – Durban 

and 10th Sep in Grahamstown 
 

Sunday 11th September – Rotarians from the 

Rotary Club of Gosford North, Australia will be 

arriving in Durban – more details are available 

from Peter Brauteseth 
 

Saturday 17th Sept – FOUNDATION 

CENTENNIAL and END POLIO NOW promotion 

at Windermere Centre – We will need 

volunteers to ‘man’ our table  
 

3rd to 7th October – National Human Trafficking 

Awareness Week in South Africa 
 

12th to 14th October - Rotary Family Health 

Days - Our E-Club’s venue - Roman 

Catholic Church 112 Mhlongo Rd, 

Lamontville OPPOSITE the police station  
 

29th October – Proposed FOUNDATION 

CENTENNIAL and END POLIO NOW promotion 

at Bridge City, Kwa Mashu 
 

30th October – 5th November – World Interact 

Week 
 

15th November  

DG Bruce Steele-Gray and Pippa’s visit to our  

E-Club on GoToMeeting 
 

26th November – Proposed FOUNDATION 

CENTENNIAL and END POLIO NOW promotion 

at Umhlanga Centre 
 

2017 
25th to 27th May – District Conference in 

Grahamstown 
 

10th to 14th June – Rotary International 

Convention in Atlanta 
 

 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1418817 
Proceeding according to plan. In the 

final straight now!  
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1527880 
Proceeding according to plan. Awaiting 

acceptance of Interim report by TRF. 
 

 
Two new Global Grants are in the 

planning stage: 

ITEL – Primary Contact – Pat Draper 

PROJECT DIGNITY – Primary Contact – 

Hans Hon. 

Two further Global Grants are in the early 

stages of development.  
 

VARIOUS OTHER PROJECTS 
 

PROJECT DIGNITY – SUBZ PANTIES AND PADS 

SHAW PARK COMBINED SCHOOL in Port Alfred 

with a sponsorship from Rotary Club of Hamburg. 

INJOLOBA HIGH SCHOOL in Howick where fund-

raising needs to take place for this project to 

succeed.  
 

DISTRICT GRANT – We received R6 380 on 24th 

August in respect of our District Grant 

application. We have spent R7 500 on this 

project and our Club has made up the shortfall. 
 

Our first German Summer Camp 

attendee, Reina Froehlich, is currently at 

the camp in D1850 in Bremen. The camp 

is from 20 August till 2nd September. She 

reports that all is well and will send 

photos – she will be a GTM speaker soon   
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S CORNER 

 

 

Dear Fellow Rotarians  

 

Tonight we are conducting our first 

Board Meeting of this Rotary Year on 

GO TO MEETING.  Did someone say 

BOARD MEETING?   Let us advance to 

the key or literal reference of a board 

meeting. As the name suggests itself a 

board meeting is an official gathering 

of all the members of the board to 

discuss and converse about projects, 

finance and proposals put on the 

table. Of course you all know that 

definition. So back to the question: 

WHY A BOARD MEETING?  Can a Club 

do without meeting of the Board 

Members? Well no, to be very precise. 

Moreover, the question is not whether 

a Club can do without a board 

meeting or not. Instead, it is about the 

importance of the board meeting. I  

won’t go into the overstatement 

quoting that board meetings breathes 

life into a club since it would be 

erroneous to some extent  to mention 

that. But yes, I would definitely count 

on the fact that the success of any 

Club, if not completely but still to a 

great deal depends on these board 
 

meetings.  

Theory aside, the Rotary Bylaws state 

the responsibilities of your elected 

club board of directors:   

• Oversee the work being done 

by all club officers and 

committee members 

• Review the report of club 

finances 

• Approve or reject proposed 

members  

• Review the cub policies to 

ensure they are being 

implemented as intended, and 

revise them if they     are no 

longer current  

• Consider innovative ways to 

make the club more vibrant, 

attractive to new members and 

engaging to current members 

• Explore the needs of your 

communities to establish club 

goals   

The input, idea, project proposal of 

each and every member is significant 

and will be looked at by the Board 

with an open mind BUT also with the 

view of SUSTAINABILTY.  

By now you have heard this 

expression often but for any project 

we undertake this is priority No 1.   

HAVE FUN LOOKING FOR SUSTAINABLE 

PROJECTS  

Irene` 
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TOPIC of the Week  

 ROSTER  
SEPT 2016 to JAN 2017 

THIS IS YOUR REMINDER     
            

 

5th Sept – Sambulo Khalala 

12th Sept – Nareshini Ranganthan  

19th Sept – Suresh Setty 

26th Sept – Nadja Fredericks 

3rd Oct – Irene Kotze 

10th Oct – Philip Hedley 

17th Oct – Keith Kirton  

24th Oct – Mario Hegemann 

31st Oct – Peter Brauteseth 

7th Nov – Janet Rouillard 

14th Nov – Sivashni Singh 

21st Nov – Jerry Brown 

28th Nov –  

5th Dec – 

9th Jan –  

16th Jan – 

23rd Jan – 

30th Jan -  
Please send your TOPIC of the Week to our Club 

Admin Director, Gerald Sieberhagen, by at 

least the THURSDAY preceding the date of your 

turn. It makes it easier if Rotarians send in their 

TOPIC of the Week well ahead of time.  

Do you need a reminder 

to ATTEND and comment 

on the TOPIC of the Week? 

If so, please let me know 

and I will gladly send you 

a personal reminder EditEditEditEditorororor    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GoToMeeting 

@ 19h00 

TUESDAY  

 

6TH SEPTEMBER – Jill Sacks – 

Caversham Institute 

20TH SEPTEMBER 

4TH OCTOBER 

18TH OCTOBER 

1ST NOVEMBER – PDG Nick 

Phillips – TRF Speakers Bureau 
– TRF Centennial 

15th NOV – DG VISIT 
29th NOVEMBER 

13TH DECEMBER 

10th JANUARY 

24TH JANUARY 
During the week preceding the 

GTM, the login details REMINDER will 

be emailed to each member.  

If you have any suggestions 

regarding a Guest Speaker please 

let me know – Gerald – Club Admin 

 

 

  

TOPIC of the Week duties and the dates for GoToMeeting 

are highlighted in larger print to ensure that members do 

not overlook them 
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The following short CV of our speaker gives one very little 

idea of what happens in the life of the CEO of the 

SAILORS’ SOCIETY OF SA: 

 

REV JOHAN [BOET] VAN SCHALKWYK, CEO SAILORS’ 

SOCIETY OF SA 

Boet completed a career in the Royal Rhodesian [Now 

Zimbabwe] Air Force as a Wing Commander and after 

studying at UNISA went on to specialise in Contextual 

Theology at Masters’ Level. 

His ministry in the Presbyterian Church saw him serving at 

Middelburg [post academic], East London and Centurion 

before being called to the International Sailors’ Society 

where he presently serves as CEO. 

With the escalation of piracy and the effect this has on seafarers, the Society started counselling 

these traumatised men. 

Today Boet heads up the Sailors’ Society Crisis Response Centre in Durban and holds responsibility 

for the Sub-Saharan region on both the East Coast and West Coast of Africa. 

 

 
 

 

OUR SPEAKER ON 23RD AUGUST 2016 

He likes to be called 

Boet and soon his talk 

will be available to 

listen to in our 

website. 

A really interesting 

speaker in charge of 

a worthy activity. 
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PORT ALFRED VOLUNTEERS 

 
Here are our 2 inbound Weltwärts volunteers seconded to Port Alfred. They will 

be staying for one year and provide coaching at Port Alfred High School, 

Kuyasa High School and the Ingubu day care centre for children of 

disadvantaged families. The Port Alfred Cluster will again look after their well 

being. Some time ago, Outa Space published an article covering the activities 

of Weltwärts. The Organization sends volunteers specifically to the Eastern 

Cape as part of the Cooperation agreement between the Eastern Cape and 

the County of Lower Saxony. Approximately 40 volunteers are sent to the 

Eastern Cape every year to support schools in the rural areas and townships. 

More detailed information can be obtained from Tina Hon. 

Torben Kohlsaat is 19 years old and 

comes from Rotenburg Wümme in 

Lower Saxony Germany. His main 

interest is coaching sport and 

teaching mentally handicapped 

children. 

 

Antonia Pilgrim is 18 years old and 

her home town is Burgwedel near 

Hanover in Lower Saxony. She is 18 

years old and her interests are 
coaching sport, social deve-

lopment work and helping street 

children. 

An excellent programme and it would be interesting to know how 

many of these young volunteers have gone on to become 

members of Rotary. Editor 
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END POLIO NOW: MAKE HISTORY TODAY  

How You Can Celebrate World Polio Day  

View  

Mark your calendar to tune in for Rotary’s World Polio Day event on 24 

October. Watch the event on 24 October on endpolio.org (or anytime 

following the event). Follow the event on social media and share it with your 
network.  

Share  

Share the sample Facebook posts, Instagram images, and tweets on our 

website. Use the #endpolio hashtag to follow and join the global 

conversation on social media. Follow End Polio Now on Facebook and 

Twitter. Update your Facebook cover photo and Twitter avatar, using the 

graphics provided.  

Host  
Host a viewing party for friends and club members to watch the World Polio 

Day event. Invite local media, elected officials, and community leaders to a 

viewing party to show new audiences and potential members the power of 

what we can accomplish as an organization.  

Dedicate a club meeting to World Polio Day and update your website with 

information about the event.  
Organize a fundraising or community event. Every $1 you raise for polio is 

matched 2-to-1 by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  

Write  

Email or call local reporters and pitch a story about World Polio Day and your 

club’s contributions to the effort.  
Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about the importance of 

ending polio. Send it to the op-ed or editorial features editor for 

consideration.  
Write your government officials asking for their continued support of polio 

eradication efforts.  

When stories are published, send us links/share on social media. 

 
Our various clusters may have ideas about how 
they intend recognising World Polio Day. 
 

 

WORLD POLIO DAY – 24 OCTOBER 2016 
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President Irene Kotze and Arlene Arnold were at Injoloba High School in Howick last 

week where they gave a presentation to more than 450 young scholars.  

They were extremely interested in the SUBZ packs and their head girl came up with 

some ideas to raise funds, for example selling raffle tickets. 

 
 

 

PROJECT DIGNITY at INJOLOBA HIGH SCHOOL - HOWICK 

Scholars listening attentively 

to the presentation 

President Irene Kotze and Arlene Arnold provided the young girls with all 

the positives of using the SUBZ panties and pads. 

President Irene started off by asking: “Do you want washable sanitary towels or is that against 

your culture. I will understand that but if you are interested let’s look at the option and I will 

explain and demonstrate. They all wanted to hear what we had to say and demonstrate. General 

consensus: “no problem with washable sanitary towels “. The Head Girl was quick on the uptake. 

She said: If we are in matric and that is only one more year the cheaper ones would be much 

easier for our parents to buy for us and we can go to school till we are finished and still have 

them when we try for work the next year. A clever thought; and the younger learners were very 

eager to hear more about this. I just kept my talk to the personal hygiene. With Arlene’s help 

they will fundraise and are thinking about raffles and will also approach the local companies and 

shops for donations. We had the local newspaper correspondent present and in the Wednesday 

edition of their newspaper, there will be an article and photos. The principal is supporting this 

effort. 
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More seriously……………… 
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AFTER THE ABOVE STORY, IT IS QUITE APPROPRIATE THAT THE FOLLOWING NEWS 

ITEM ARRIVED – WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 
 

News Feed 

Susan Holmes Hawkins shared a post to your Timeline. 

August 27 at 7:25pm ·  

 
 Amanda van Rooyen  to Project Pencil Power 
August 24 at 6:13pm ·  
WE CARE!! We know these children are in desperate need. Please open your hearts and talk 
to friends about us. We need all the help we can get. A mere R15, $1, OMR 500Bz, can 
change child's life. For further information please contact Amanda van Rooyen and Giel van 
Rooyen, or post your questions here and we will get back to you asap. 
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President Bernard Vonn I. Sia                                                    Tuesday, 30 August 2016 
Rotary Club of Cebu 
District 3860 
Philippines 
 
Dear President Bernard 
 
INTERNATIONAL TOAST OF GOODWILL AND FRIENDSHIP 

 
Warm greetings to you and all Rotarians in the Rotary Club of Cebu in the Philippines! Our 
Rotarian Bill Main attended the RI Convention in Seoul. Bill is a member of International 
Fellowship for Rotarians of Amateur Radio and he volunteered at their stand at the 
Convention and was able to pass on one of the Rotary Club of Cebu’s banners to our Club 
President Irene Kotze. 
 
We have uploaded your banner onto our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/rotaryeclubsouthafrica 
 
Our E-Club of South Africa One in District 9370 is made up of a group of committed 
Rotarians who meet online every fortnight. Many of us reside in the east coast City of 
Durban in South Africa. 
 
Our website will provide you with a good picture of the Community Projects we have 
undertaken. 
 
If the Rotary Club of Cebu would like to further support our endeavours in any way, or 
collaborate on any Rotary project we look forward to hearing from you further. 
 
This evening at our online Board meeting, our Club President, Irene Kotze and all E-Club 
Rotarians will toast the Rotary Club of Cebu! 
 
Best wishes in Rotary friendship and fellowship, 
 
 
Rotarian Monique Labat 
Public Relations 

 

PO Box 50294, Musgrave Road, 

4062 

Chartered 23rd November 2010 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org 

          SARS No 9612/502/16/2 

PBO 930039682 
 

This is an excellent idea Monique and one that has been 

successfully used to spread Goodwill amongst Rotary Clubs. 

No doubt, this will become a fortnightly feature. 
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MALE V FEMALE AT THE CASH MACHINE  
 

A new sign in the Bank reads:  

'Please note that this Bank is installing new Drive-through cash machines enabling customers 

to withdraw cash without leaving their vehicles.  

Customers using this new facility are requested to use the procedures outlined below when 

accessing their accounts.  

After months of careful research, MALE & FEMALE Procedures have been developed. Please 

follow the appropriate steps for your gender.'  
 

MALE PROCEDURE:  

1. Drive up to the cash machine.  

2. LOWER your car window.  

3. Insert card into machine and enter PIN.  

4. Enter amount of cash required and withdraw.  

5. Retrieve card, cash and receipt.  

6. Raise window.  

7. Drive off.  
 

FEMALE PROCEDURE:  

(Unfortunately, most of this  is the Truth.!!)  

1. Drive up to cash machine.  

2. Reverse and back up the required amount to align car window with the machine.  

3. Put hand brake on, put the window down.  

4. Find handbag, remove all contents on to passenger seat to locate card.  

5. Tell person on mobile phone you will call them back and hang up.  

6. Attempt to insert card into machine.  

7. Open car door to allow easier access to machine due to its excessive distance from the car.  

8. Insert card.  

9. Re-insert card the right way.  

10. Dig through handbag to find diary with your PIN written on the inside back page. 

11. Enter PIN.  

12. Press cancel and re-enter correct PIN.  

13. Enter amount of cash required.  

14. Check makeup in rear view mirror.  

15. Retrieve cash and receipt.  

16. Empty handbag again to locate purse and place cash inside.  

17. Write debit amount in cheque book and place receipt in back of it.  

18. Re-check makeup.  

19. Drive forward 2 feet.  

20. Reverse to cash machine.  

21. Retrieve card.  

22. Re-empty hand bag, locate card holder, and place card into the slot provided!  

23. Give dirty look to irate male driver waiting behind you.  

24. Restart stalled engine and pull off.  

25. Redial person on mobile phone.  

26. Drive for 2 to 3 miles.  

27. Release Hand Brake.  
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