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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

MEMBERS ARE REMINDED TO LOG ON TO www.rotary.org 
AND TO COMPLETE THEIR ‘MY ROTARY’ REGISTRATION 

 
As August, which is MEMBERSHIP 

AND EXTENSION MONTH in the 

Rotary calendar, passes the half-

way mark we start focusing on 

September and BASIC EDUCATION 

and LITERACY MONTH. 

For many years our district’s main 

literacy focus, and for good reason, 

was on Adult Literacy. Thousands of 

adults have benefitted from these 

initiatives where the late PDG Vic 

Bredenkamp, in particular, was the 

driving force. 

However, as more and more 

statistics emerged regarding the 

levels of literacy and numeracy 

skills levels of pupils in the various 

grades, it became apparent that 

much needed to be done at the 

foundation phase in education. 

Our E-Club has performed very well 

in assisting primary schools and pre-

schools to lift the skills levels of 

children. We have been assisted by 

generous support from our Rotary 

friends in Australia and from various 

corporates in South Africa. We are 

only scratching the surface, but 

more importantly, we are making a 

difference, and that is surely what is 

important.     

 

There are surely many initiatives in 

this Area of Focus that our 

members are involved in – we 

would like to hear more about 

them!  

There is an excellent article on 

page 2 about ‘Attendance and 

Engagement’. It is worth giving lots 

of thought to that scenario. 
On Sunday 23rd the real journey 

through Africa by our intrepid cyclist, 

Rob Lindegger, gets underway from 

Bloubergstrand. Although his journey 

started some time ago when he left 

Underberg, sojourned in Jeffreys Bay 

and sat out the winter in Cape Town 

he will eventually head North at the 

end of this week. There are always 

interesting stories and updates on Rob 

Lindegger’s blog at 

www.wobblingthroughafrica.com 

We wish you well Rob and look 

forward to reading about your 

adventures. Marvellous that you will be 

meeting up with our members, John, 

Alan and Bettie, in Port Owen/Velddrif 

and seeing firsthand the wonderful 

FDSA project. 

Have Fun Have Fun Have Fun Have Fun     
Gerald SieberhagenGerald SieberhagenGerald SieberhagenGerald Sieberhagen    ----    Editor Editor Editor Editor                                                                                                         
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The elephant in Rotary’s 
living room 
Posted on August 13, 2015 by Rotary International  

Rotarian Bib Grazio and District 7750 Past 
District Governor Bruce Baker give students 
practical information about the working world 
during a recent Junior Achievement program. 
Some clubs count participation in a service 
project toward attendance. 
By Terry R. Weaver, governor of District 7750 (South Carolina, USA) 

In my travels as a newly fielded district governor, I’ve run into a misperception that several 
clubs have told me is getting in the way of membership growth. 
 

The elephant in the living room? ATTENDANCE 
 
Let’s step back. Several years ago, Rotary’s Council on Legislation declared that almost 
ANY legitimate Rotary activity qualifies as a make-up. This includes not only attending 
another club’s meeting, but also a committee meeting or board meeting, working on a project 
(some clubs say for at least one or two hours), etc. “Etc.” means anything that can 
reasonably be called a Rotary service activity. Now, of course to get “credit” for a make-up, 
the member has to report that qualifying activity to the club secretary. Most clubs use a sign-
in sheet at a committee meeting or project and then forward the whole list to the secretary. 
 
Measuring engagement 
 
Why did the Council do that? Because the point of tracking attendance is not to make people 
come to meetings. When measured this way, it’s a measure of engagement — a key 
performance indicator of how your Rotary club is doing at involving members in Rotary 
activities. Believe me, we have the data to prove that when a member isn’t engaged and 
involved in the club, it’s a short trip to a resignation letter. Look at your members’ attendance 
percentages. Those at the bottom of the list are thinking about resigning. What can you do to 
get them engaged, involved, and — hopefully — passionate about something the club is 
doing? 
More importantly, tracking engagement (attendance is a surrogate) is an important way of 
ensuring that members get the return on their Rotary investment that they deserve. 
Members who don’t show up for club activities aren’t getting the benefit of Rotary, and if we 
can identify those folks early, we can intervene and get them involved in something they’re 
interested in. 
 
Participation versus attendance 
 
So, let’s not only treat attendance as a key performance indicator for engagement but let’s 
explain it the same way to prospects. Rather than, “You have to attend four meetings a 
month,” say, “We expect you to participate in some Rotary activity four times a month — you 
pick the activity that works for you, and you pick the time.” I think that’s a whole different 
message, and actually what we’re attempting to promote and measure. 
It’s not about making people come to meetings. It’s about offering them a platform where 
they, in their own ways and based on their own preferences, can Be a Gift to the World. 
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What young 
professionals are 
looking for 
in Rotary 
 October 8, 2014 by Rotary International  
Rotary members who attended the Young 
Professionals Summit 26-27 September. 

 
By Chris Davidson, Rotary Club of Newport News, Virginia 
I attended the first-ever Rotary Young Professionals Summit held in Chicago on 26-27 
September 2014, which gathered 30 Rotarians under the age of 40 to discuss how Rotary 
can better attract and engage young professionals. 
The summit was a huge success and thoroughly captured the essence of what Millennials 
and members of Generation Y are looking for — mentorship, friendship, opportunities, and 
fun. One of my Rotary mentors, past RI Vice President Anne L. Matthews, who I had worked 
with on district membership projects, had encouraged me to apply. 
Joining Rotary as a 32-year-old young professional was a life-changing event. I knew I 
wanted to develop my leadership skills and was looking for ways to meet influential 
members of my community. Once I was exposed to Rotary, I realized that the best way to 
develop relationships with successful people was to work alongside them in the service of 
others. One year after joining the Rotary Club of Newport News, I travelled to Zambia as part 
of a grant to build footbridges in remote “limited access” communities. Rotary offers so much 
to young people who have the desire to help others, make connections, and learn servant 
leadership in a world that desperately needs more of that. 
The Young Professionals Summit took place in an unconventional meeting space in 
downtown Chicago, furnished with coffeehouse-style seating and optimized for creative 
thought. For two days, we engaged in a variety of brainstorming exercises, interactive 
games, and small group activities, concluding each with a facilitated discussion. Ideas were 
documented live on large white boards by a professional sketch artist. 
Common themes that emerged included: 

� Young professionals are not opposed to joining a club with older members, but they    
are seeking clubs with a broader range of members that reflect many different 
categories of diversity. 

� Millennials and members of Generation Y want to do significant acts of service that 
make a real difference in the lives of others. 

� Young professionals are appreciative of the business and mentorship opportunities 
they experience through Rotary. However, they do not feel these benefits, and others, 
are being marketed effectively to their generation. 

� The younger crowd is looking for a fun, flexible experience with Rotary and prefers to 
avoid stuffy traditions, rituals, and internal politics. 

Summit attendees came from all over the United States. My favourite part was definitely the 
new friendships I formed. I also got a sense that Rotary International intends to put our 

collective ideas into action. As one of my new friends, Adam Barth from 
North Carolina, said, “Rotary should be a verb, not a noun.” If these young 
professionals are any indication, I’d say the future looks very bright for 
Rotary! 
About the Author: Chris Davidson, 36, is a member of the Rotary Club of 
Newport News, Virginia, USA, and served as club president in 2012-13. He 
is currently membership chair for District 7600 (Virginia). 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

AUGUST 

18th – Rajen Ranganthan 

20th – Brian St Clair 

23rd – David Tilling 

24th – Jeff Watts 

25th – Sue Hawkins 

25th – Rae Kirton 

25th – Paul Maistry 

28th – Tina Hon 

SEPTEMBER 

12th – Bettie van der Merwe-Bonnet 

21st – John Fannin 
21st – Errol Martin 

ANNIVERSARIES 

AUGUST 

18th – Sambulo & Sizakele Khalala 

29th – Rajen & Nareshini Ranganthan  

SEPTEMBER 

2nd – Dave & Arlene Arnold 

DATES TO DIARISE 
 

2015 
 

24th Sep – Rotary Club of Durban 

Umgeni Annual Fun Fellowship 

Potjiekos Day at Beechwood 

Mangroves – Our E-Club will be 

entering 2 teams of 2 cooks and we 

have 1 additional guest/critic 
 

 

4TH TO 10TH Oct – Rotary Club of Port 

Shepstone Youth Leadership Course 
 

 

 

7-9TH Oct – Rotary Family Health Days 
 

 

 

1st to 7th Nov – World Interact Week 
 

 

 

 DATE FOR DG’s  VISIT ON 

GoToMeeting to be confirmed shortly 
 

 

 

WATCH 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS 

 

 

 

 

 

SPACE 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1418817 
Proceeding according to plan. 
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1527880 
Proceeding according to plan 
 

ADVERTISING 

IN ROTARY AFRICA MAGAZINE 
Have you ever considered advertising 

your products or services in the Rotary 

Africa Magazine? Or do you know of 

a business that may wish to do so? 

You can obtain the 2015 Advertising 

rates on the Rotary Africa website @ 

www.rotaryafrica.com 
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PRESIDENT JEAN’S PAGE 

 Joy is a state 

of bliss and it’s attained by bringing 

comfort and relief to other people.      

Doing so will bring Joy to your life 

every day. 

Sylvia Browne (Louise L Hay) 
 

Dear Family of Rotarians 

We are nearing the end of August and 

MEMBERSHIP AND EXTENSION month. 

Do you remember why you joined 

Rotary?  Remember the Four Way Test 

when answering this question.  

So if it is joy that comes to you when 

you are a Gift to the World by bringing 

relief and comfort to other people, 

then it would be easy to get friends, 

family or colleagues to join Rotary.  

Make the most of your membership.  

Learn more about Rotary by visiting the 

Rotary website. 

Identify a need in your community, 

research youth groups, women’s clubs 

and other clubs to work with you on a 

hands on project. 

Learn how to apply for a grant to 

implement a project. 

Social media is the way forward so use 

face-book and connect with other 

Rotarians globally. This may bring a 

“spark” to introduce new members. 

I liked what I read in the Rotary Africa 

editorial. If we are busy fearing and 

hating parts of our community, we are 

not paying attention to the big 

picture and are oblivious to issues and 

opportunities which could harm or 

benefit our communities as a whole.  

I would like to share with you my day 

with the “Elderly” women of Haven of 

Rest at the High Tea. It was an 

amazing afternoon, bringing smiles to 

their faces and for a moment there 

was laughter: the pride of sitting down 

to tea and chatting about how they 

came to be left in this home; to hear an 

adult say, I am an orphan whilst 

having many children brings a shiver 

down your spine. 

But to me I feel joy when I visit them 

and hear their stories. Lending an ear is 

a feeling hard to express. You see only 

an organization like Rotary brings 

Service Above Self. Time spent with the 

“Elderly” is time well spent.    

There are some photos of the day on 

page 10 but they hardly do justice to 

the enjoyable time had by all on the 

day. 

Jean 
 

 



 

 

 

  

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
Page 6 

  

 

 

 

 

 

TOPIC of the Week  

 ROSTER  
AUG to DEC 2015 

24th Aug – Jeff Watts 

31st Aug – John Fannin 

7th Sep – David Krug 

14th Sep – Rob Lindegger 
21st Sep-Richard Hargreaves 
28th Sep-Aadila Sabat St Clair 

5th Oct – Irene Kotze 

12th Oct – Mike Ferry 
19th Oct – Peter Brauteseth  

26th Oct – Jean Singh 

2nd Nov – Jerry Brown 

9th Nov – Janet Rouillard 

16th Nov – Angie Goody 
23rd Nov – Gerald Sieberhagen 

30th Nov-Aadila Sabat St Clair 

7th Dec – Sandy Botha 
 

Please send your TOPIC of the 

Week to our Club Admin Director, 

Gerald, by at least the THURSDAY 

preceding the date of your turn. It 
makes it easier if Rotarians send in 
their TOPIC of the Week well ahead 

of time.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

GoToMeeting 

TUESDAY 

19h00 to 20h00 
25TH AUGUST 

8TH SEPTEMBER 

22ND SEPTEMBER 

6TH OCTOBER 

20TH OCTOBER 

3RD NOVEMBER  

17TH NOVEMBER 

1ST DECEMBER 

12TH JANUARY 

26TH JANUARY  

9th FEBRUARY 

23RD FEBRUARY 

8TH MARCH 

22ND MARCH 

5TH APRIL 

19TH APRIL 

3RD MAY 

17TH MAY 
During the week preceding the 

GTM, the login details REMINDER will 

be emailed to each member and 

an SMS reminder may be sent on 

the day as a further reminder.  
 

TOPIC of the Week duties and the dates for 

GoToMeeting are highlighted in larger print to ensure 

that members do not overlook them 
 

A reminder to members to read page 2 of 

this OUTA SPACE to see an excellent 

article regarding Rotarian engagement 
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11TH AUGUST 2015 

 

 

 

11TH AUGUST 2015 

Just a few days ago on 11 August we marked a tremendous milestone:  

One full year without a single case of polio caused by wild poliovirus in Africa 

 

The magnitude of this achievement can hardly be overstated. A polio-free 

Africa has been within sight, so near and yet so far, for over a decade. The 

hard work and commitment that have brought us to this point have been 

nothing short of heroic. Tens of thousands of health workers reached hundreds 

of millions of children with vaccine, in some of the most difficult conditions 

imaginable. Together, we have done what once seemed impossible:  

We have stopped polio in Africa. 
 



 

 

 

  

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
Page 8 

  

 

 

 

 

Is any member keen to attend this? 

 

The only thing 

that fits really 

well into a 

narrow space 

such as this is 

a tall giraffe 
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Ian Riseley is 
selected as 
2017-18 Rotary 
President 
 
Ian Riseley, an Australian 
accountant and member of the 
Rotary Club of Sandringham, is 
selected as the 2017-18 Rotary 
president.  
Ian H.S. Riseley, of the Rotary Club of 

Sandringham, Victoria, Australia, is the 

selection of the Nominating Committee 

for President of Rotary International in 

2017-18. He will become the president-

nominee on 1 October if no other 

candidates challenge him. 

Riseley says that meaningful partnerships with corporations and other organizations are 

crucial to Rotary’s future. 

“We have the programs and personnel and others have available resources,” says Riseley. 

“Doing good in the world is everyone’s goal. We must learn from the experience of the polio 

eradication program to maximize our public awareness exposure for future partnerships.” 

Riseley is a practicing accountant and principal of Ian Riseley and Co., which specializes in 

advising local and international businesses, and has a strong interest in international affairs. 

He received the AusAID Peacebuilder Award from the Australian government in 2002 in 

recognition of his work in Timor-Leste. He also received the Order of Australia medal in 

2006 for service to the Australian community. 

“Governments see Rotary as positive representatives of a civil society,” he says. “We should 

work with them to advocate for peace and conflict resolution, just as we are advocating for 

polio eradication.” 

A member since 1978, Riseley has served Rotary as treasurer, director, trustee, RI Board 

Executive Committee member, task force member, committee member and chair, and district 

governor. 

He is also a former member of the Australian Polio Eradication Private Sector Campaign and 

a recipient of The Rotary Foundation’s Service Award for a Polio-Free World. He and his 

wife, Juliet, are Multiple Paul Harris Fellows, Major Donors, and Bequest Society members. 

By Ryan Hyland  
Rotary News 3-Aug-2015  
 

 

 

 

 

Of great importance is the fact that Ian Riseley is a member of the 

International Fellowship of Cricket Loving Rotarians in Australia.  

He has already been approached by the Australian Cricket selectors to 

make himself available for the next Ashes series but has sadly declined 
because of his prior Rotary International commitments.  
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President Jean Singh’s High Tea 
at Haven of Rest on Women’s Day 

Above: Pupils from 

Lenarea Secondary 

School with Women’s 

Month pics. 
 

Right: Jean and 

Natasha and helpers 

with the residents of 

Haven of Rest who 

attended the High 

Tea. 

Left:  Wonderful eats and goody bags 

and a prominent Rotary E-Club of South 

Africa Sign 
 

 

Below: Jean with the 95 year old guest. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
At the South African Council 

of Business Women awards 

event held in Nelspruit, the 

following were provincial 

Business Woman of the Year 

winners: 

Rae Kirton – Dynamic Vision 

Optometrists; Lazyja Steyn – 

Skankane Transport; Nyeleti 

Mabaso – Beleza Projects 

and Linell Schmidt – Lime 

Time Shuttle  

They are pictured here with 

Stephan Venter from 

Nelspruit Ford who was the 

main sponsor.  

 

Our special congratulations 

go to Rae Kirton, wife of our 

member, Keith Kirton. 

 

Those groovy specs are 

without doubt a product 
from Dynamic Vision!  
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And now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACE    

Any member keen to order and wear 

one of these badges? 

Pic from Mark Huddleston’s 

post in Rotary Resources – 
Graphics and Images 

Or perhaps you would like to donate the 

equivalent of one month’s coffee to EPN 

John Fannin reports: 

Due to the poor rainfall 

this winter and the late 

arrival of the rain, the 

wild flowers on the 

West Coast are poor 

this year.  Parts of 

Namaqualand are 

excellent, however.  

The best flowers are in 

Velddrif and Laaiplek, 

especially around 

FDSA’s olive trees as 

shown in this photo! 
 

Amazing just how many 

cartoons depict the elderly 

folk – what would the world 
do without them?  


