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There is seldom a dull moment in
Rotary when one is having FUN or
when you are involved in some
worthwhile project.
In this edition of OUTA SPACE, apart
from our regular features we will
cover a variety of topics.
Please follow the link from Jeff
Watts and read about the ugly
world of canned lion hunting; the
Newsletter from the CIE give an
insight into what this group is doing;
there is a change in who is able to
join Rotary Fellowships; some pics of
Mandela
Day
activities
at
Ekuthuleni Primary School; the
launch of the Rotary Member
Centre on the rotary.org website
and an article from PP Irene Kotze
about her recent trip to Bali.
Our regular reporter, John Fannin,
sent us a report on the Induction
evening in Port Owen. We also wish
June Fannin a speedy recovery
after her knee replacement op
yesterday.
Talking of ops and indispositions –
President Jean Singh is walking
around in a moon boot –
HALF-YEARLY SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE
NOW DUE. 66% OF OUR MEMBERS
HAVE ALREADY PAID THEIR SUBS.
ONLY 1 MEMBER FAILED TO PAY
SUBS DURING THE LAST HALF YEAR

fractured a bone – ignored the
incident – but then went to the
doctor and will now be a bit
immobile for a while, but she still
managed to attend the Mandela
Day painting at Ekuthuleni Primary
School on Saturday 18th July. Good
on you, Jean!
Andisha Maharaj was involved in a
car accident on 14th July and
expects to be out of action for
about a week. “Nothing serious”,
she says, “soft tissue injuries and
some concussion”. Take care!!
Our Club Treasurer has asked me to
thank the 66% of our members who
have paid their subscriptions. You
know who you are – and the 34%
whose subs remain unpaid, you
also know who you are.
After a bit of a shaky start by
members not submitting their TOPIC
of the Week we are now back on
track.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TODAY PP IRENE

Have Fun
Gerald Sieberhagen Editor
Please make a diary
note for Monday
3rd August to meet our
STEP Students
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO ESTABLISH PODS WHERE WE HAVE A GROUP OF MEMBERS AND IN
VELDDRIF/PORT OWEN WE NOW HAVE A TRIPOD AND A PHOTOGRAPER AND A CATERER
John Fannin reporting from VELDDRIF
It was a very happy occasion at Alan Dunlop’s home last evening. I have attached
some photos taken by June to commemorate the event. Regretably, the audio
was not as good as the night before and at times the voices were ‘scrambled,’ or
lost altogether. However, we were all able to hear most of what PP Irene had to say.
That was after all, the most important message of the evening. As the audio
worsened, it was decided to leave the GTM and celebrate with an excellent bottle
of red wine and some great snacks provided by Alan’s wife, Linda.
Alan & Linda are off shortly on a well-earned holiday to Pretoria. However, before
they depart, Alan & I shall join Bettie at the Youth Centre in Noordhoek tomorrow
morning. This will allow Alan to acquaint himself with what FDSA is doing for the
Community, what our Club has done for FDSA so far, and to speak with Bettie to see
what we can do during this new Rotary year. [This has since been done]
Congratulations on (again) winning the award for the best fortnightly Newsletter,
OUTA SPACE, in our District.
Thank you for organising PDG Richard Tolken to speak to me via a computer last
evening. He looked in good health.

Honorary member, Bettie van der Merwe-Bonnet; Alan Dunlop and John Fannin
tuned in to the GTM Induction – John Fannin did the customary pinning on behalf
of President Irene and extended the right hand of FRIENDSHIP to our new member
Alan – and then we have the formidable West Coast TRIO.
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YOU’RE INVITED

If you live in or around Durban, here is an opportunity for us to
meet our Inbound and Outbound STEP Students.
WHEN – Monday 3rd August 2015 at 18h00 for 18h30
WHERE – 23 St Kilda Avenue, Athlone, Durban at the home of
Jeff & Janine Bloch, STEP parents of the 2 STEPPIES on the right
in the pic above.
WHAT ELSE – It is a “Bring and Share” regarding food and
“BYO” drinks.
RSVP – Please let me know as soon as possible but no later
than 30th July whether you will be attending or not and how
many of you there will be.
Looking forward to seeing you there
Gerald Sieberhagen, Secretary
Rotary E-Club of South Africa One
geraldandsue@mweb.co.za

Fancy
attending
a
Rotary
International
Convention? Then start
planning now to make
a trip to SEOUL in 2016
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BIRTHDAYS

JULY
21st – Irene Kotze
AUGUST
7th – Jayne Martin
7th – Patrick Andries
14th – Victor Botha
15th – Anusha Timul
18th – Rajen Ranganthan
20th – Brian St Clair
23rd – David Tilling
24th – Jeff Watts
25th – Sue Hawkins
25th – Rae Kirton
25th – Paul Maistry
28th – Tina Hon
ANNIVERSARIES

AUGUST
13th – Jeff & Linda Watts
14th – Rob & Jacqueline Lindegger
18th – Sambulo & Sizakele Khalala
29th – Rajen & Nareshini Ranganthan
DATES TO DIARISE

EVENTS AND PROJECTS

STEP STUDENTS GET TOGETHER
Details on page 3 – please RSVP as
soon as possible so that we know the
size of the group.

GLOBAL GRANT 1418817
Proceeding according to plan.

GLOBAL GRANT 1527880
Proceeding full steam ahead

67 MINUTES FOR MANDELA
See pics on pages XXXX
ADVERTISING
IN ROTARY AFRICA MAGAZINE
Have you ever considered advertising
your products or services in the Rotary
Africa Magazine? Or do you know of
a business that may wish to do so?
You can obtain the 2015 Advertising
rates on the Rotary Africa website @
www.rotaryafrica.com

2015

3rd August – Gettogether with IN
and OUT STEP students.

WATCH

9th August – National Women’s Day
BLESS THEM ALL
4TH TO 10TH OCTOBER – Rotary Club of
Port Shepstone Youth Leadership
Course
7-8-9TH Oct – Rotary Family Health
Days

THIS

1st to 7th Nov – World Interact Week
DATE FOR DG’s VISIT ON
GoToMeeting to be confirmed shortly

SPACE
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PRESIDENT JEAN’S PAGE

“Let everyone
sweep in front of their door and the
whole world will be clean “. --- Mother
Teresa
Dear Family of Rotarians
I simply cannot believe it is time for my
second message in Outa Space. Whilst
reading I came across the above
quotation by Mother Teresa and felt it is
so apt for our club. Our E-Club is unique in
that our membership is global. Rotarians
of the E-Club of South Africa One, you do
not realize how you have become a “Gift
to the World” by doing your humanitarian
‘bit’ in your community or in your part of
the world. Collectively it does make a
difference to the world.
We now have 50 members, and if every
member introduced one person, JUST
ONE to this amazing family of Rotary it
would definitely make a difference to the
world. We, as members of the E-Club
realize that there are many Rotarians of
other clubs who would love to know more
about our E-Club. There are many nonrotarians out there who could be invited
to join our club and, as Rotarians, would
make a difference in the lives of people.
What an advantage for an e-club
member that you do not have to wait for
the next Rotary meeting to bring your
potential members along.

Our communication devices allow us to
speedily inform and introduce a new
member.
GoToMeeting [GTM] took me by surprise
to hear from so many ‘out of towners’. It
was fantastic listening to you. I have read
the “About me’s” in our Members
Clubhouse and am amazed by what you
are doing. It is important to get to know
more about members. Topic of the Week
comments and our website are good
sources to learn more about our fellow
members. That allows one to identify
more easily when we are Face2face or
on GTM.
To our new member, Zwakele Ngubane,
we hope will be able to converse a bit
more at the next GTM.
Our next strategic priority is to increase
humanitarian service and get more
members engaged in activities. Our world
needs engaged Rotarians to assist in
improving the lives of so many. If we have
the information, there is always a spot for
activities taking place in OUTA SPACE.
We had fun spending >67 Minutes on
Mandela Day at Ekuthuleni Primary
School with the painting of two
classrooms. Five Rotarians, teachers,
volunteers and Interactors spent their
>67minutes at Ekuthuleni. I have posted
some pictures on facebook.
Rotary gives us the opportunity to have
FUN and FELLOWSHIP with like minded
people.
LET’S WALK THIS ROAD TOGETHER AND
HAVE FUN!
Focus on leaving a footprint and making
a difference.

Jean
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Page 6 now becomes the page where TOPIC of the
Week duties and the dates for GoToMeeting will be
highlighted in larger print to ensure that members do not
overlook them

TOPIC of the Week
ROSTER
JULY to DEC 2015
27th July – Keith Kirton
3rd Aug – Monique Labat
10th Aug – Jean Singh
17th Aug – Suzanne Edmunds

24th Aug – Jeff Watts
31st Aug – John Fannin
7th Sep – David Krug
14th Sep – Rob Lindegger
21st Sep-Richard Hargreaves
28th Sep-Aadila Sabat St Clair

5th Oct – Irene Kotze
12th Oct – Mike Ferry
19th Oct – Peter Brauteseth

26th Oct – Jean Singh
2nd Nov – Jerry Brown
9th Nov – Janet Rouillard
16th Nov – Angie Goody
23rd Nov – Gerald Sieberhagen
30th Nov-Aadila Sabat St Clair

7th Dec – Sandy Botha
Please send your TotW to Club
Admin Director Gerald by at least
the THURSDAY preceding the date
of your TotW. It makes it easier if
Rotarians send their TotW well
ahead of time.

GoToMeeting
TUESDAY
19h00 to 20h00
28TH JULY
11TH AUGUST
25TH AUGUST
8TH SEPTEMBER
22ND SEPTEMBER
6TH OCTOBER
20TH OCTOBER
3RD NOVEMBER – DG VISIT
17TH NOVEMBER
1ST DECEMBER
12TH JANUARY
26TH JANUARY
9th FEBRUARY
23RD FEBRUARY
8TH MARCH
22ND MARCH
5TH APRIL
19TH APRIL
3RD MAY
17TH MAY
During the week preceding the
GTM, the login details REMINDER will
be emailed to each member and
an SMS reminder may be sent on
the day as a further reminder.
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IMPRESSIONS OF MY FIRST VISIT TO BALI – PP Irene Kotze
After a four hour flight from Perth we landed at the huge new international airport in
Kuta. Passport control and emigration swiftly over, we were soon on our way to the
DYNASTY RESORT where friendly staff showed us to our luxurious rooms. Everything is
geared to make the tourists welcome and ensure a pleasant stay. Children are
welcome and trained staff are on site to look after the little ones throughout the day
with a well equipped play centre and pool; all at a nominal cost. Babysitters at R50
an hour allow parents to enjoy a sumptuous meal in one of the 4 restaurants at the
hotel. Twice we opted to sample the local seafood at a cosy seaside restaurant. We
could not resist fresh lobster at R135 per portion together with a glass (actually 2) of
local Chardonnay!
A special park with numerous short and long waterslides is a highlight not only for
children but Mom’s, Dad’s and even Granny’s.
Another attraction is a safari inland to one of the game reserves. The Indonesian
Government is very conscious of the preservation of the natural habitat for the
indigenous fauna and flora. An inspiring performance by the parks’ Sumatran
elephants conveys the importance of
maintaining harmony between nature and
mankind. A highlight of the day was the
remarkable experience of an elephant ride
[that’s me in the photo] taking us on an
exhilarating journey through the beauty of
part of the Indonesian forest. The 30 minute
ride was over much too soon.
An educational team at the Safari Park
have taken the concept of going green to
a whole new level by converting animal
waste into beautiful recycled paper - the
POO PAPER FACTORY.
Walking through the streets of Kuta is like visiting an extended flea market. From
watches to dresses - you name it - everything is available on the sidewalk at very
reasonable prices. In competition with the street vendors 2 new big shopping
centres have opened their doors and here again, from a Dior dress to Spitz shoes,
you can shop to your heart’s delight. I bought a pair of leather sandals for R16. So it
is no wonder that the tourist arrive with empty suitcases and stock up in Bali.
On a more serious note, I chatted to a few people. You find a few very rich with the
majority being very poor. A phenomenon that is astounding is the work that
philanthropists do in Indonesia directing essential funds towards initiatives that
support education, good governance and sustainable agriculture among others.
According to the Indonesian Public Research Centre approximately 28 million
people live below the poverty line. ZAKAT Organisations use donations to improve
health facilities and anti-poverty programmes. Philanthropy is upping its game to
support sustainable developments by sharing private resources for public benefit.
They feel it is crucial to achieve national development goals. Working with UNICEF
and Civil Societies will improve the lives of millions of people suffering from maternal
mortality, childhood malnutrition and HIV/AIDS. Giving should support the most
marginalized.
BALI is the ideal place for a relaxing, stress-free and lazy holiday. Needless to say I
had a marvellous time.
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IMPORTANT READING from our member, Jeff Watts!
I hope you find time to click on this link and read this powerful article from Peter Borchert at Untold
Africa.
http://untoldafrica.com/blood-lions-revealing-an-industry-that-breeds-great-cats-in-captivity-to-beshot-for-sport/
It is something that all those who care about Africa should be aware of. Please share with other likeminded colleagues and friends.
Kindest regards

Jeff Watts
UNTOLD AFRICA
Suite 11, Accurist House, 44 Baker Street, LONDON, W1U 7AZ
T: +44 (0)20 7224 4455, C: +44 (0)7767 862608, SAC: +27 (0)79 144 3588
www.untoldafrica.com

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION TRAINING
SESSION HELD IN DURBAN ON 11TH
JULY 2015 HAD A GOOD INPUT FROM
THE E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE
MEMBERS.
Peter Brauteseth did a presentation on
Applying for a Global Grant and
linked up to rotary.org and went
through the various stages of a Global
Grant application from start until the
approval is received from TRF.

Peter Brauteseth, President Jean Singh and PP Gerald Sieberhagen
represented the E-Club at the training session. In the absence of the District
Foundation auditor, Irene Kotze, a member of the District Audit Committee,
Gerald Sieberhagen was tasked with doing the presentation about Grant
audits. This covered District Grants as well as Global Grants. Hopefully the
audience will have benefited from these two talks and the handouts that were
provided. By attending the training our E-Club is once again qualified to apply
for Rotary Foundation Grants, once they comply with the further requirements.
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WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:
Register on www.rotary.org for My Rotary. You can then
access the Member Centre. Please let us know what your
experience has been when accessing the Member Centre
MEMBER CENTRE/CENTER
Join
Connect with our global network of community volunteers. Join a Rotary club. Let us help.
Get started

Refer a new member
Share Rotary with friends, family, and colleagues. Refer a potential member and we’ll help
connect them to the right club. Only current members can refer new members.
Refer a member

Rejoin or change clubs
Did you move, or have your schedule and obligations changed? We can help you rejoin or
find a new club.
Find a club

Rotary Global Rewards
Explore our member benefits program for discounts on travel, hotels, dining, and
entertainment.

Learn More

Products & Services
Find publications, Rotary-licensed products, online tools, and more.

Shop.rotary.org - Licensed vendors - Rotary credit card - Community
marketplace - Mobile apps - Rotary Club Central - Brand Center

Awards & Recognition
Honor Rotary members and clubs that are creating positive change through their generous
donations of time and money.

Awards - Donor recognition

International Convention
Plan now to attend Rotary’s biggest event of the year. It’s your chance to connect with
members from around the world.

Register

The Rotarian
The Rotarian is the official magazine of Rotary International. But we also produce regional
magazines that are distributed in over 130 countries.

Visit The Rotarian’s website - Explore our regional magazines

Resources & Reference
Profile/account settings - Membership materials - Club and district
administration - Learning Center - Webinars - Exchange rates - Calendar
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Our E-Club has supported this organisation with a small sponsorship for the past 2
years. When one sees the excellent work that they are doing it would appear that we
are on the right track. It is worth remembering what they are able to do to assist
schools that are in need of their specialised assistance.

Health-screening in Eastern Cape pays off
Every year since 2012 the CIE has implemented a bas ic health
screening project in the rural areas of the Eastern Cape and
KwaZulu-Natal around Kokstad. This year, the health screening
by trained CIE staff and community nurses took place during
April. During this initiative, which is supported largely by
Discovery Fund, Grade R and Grade 1 learners underwent eye
and hearing tests, were weighed, dewormed and treated for
minor skin conditions such as scabies. In addition, Road to
Health cards were checked to ensure vaccinations were up to date. Children with identified health
problems were referred for specialist attention.
Parents of these learners expressed gratitude for this health screening as they have limited access
to health care in the rural areas where they live. As a result of this continued intervention in these
schools, the lives of some of these children have been altered. Many learners with sight problems
have received glasses, one child with a debilitating squint received an eye patch that rectified the
squint within six months and he can now read. Two learners with Downs Syndrome were transferred
to special needs schools. Learners’ general health and wellbeing has improved significantly over the
last three years, and so has the parents’ knowledge about health issues such as hand washing and
brushing of teeth. Dental caries are a major concern.
CIE continues to raise funds for health screening in rural schools and we are always looking for
items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, anti-septic soap or other toiletries.

Restoring justice: One school at a time
Building Peaceful Catholic Schools is a programme that
developed from the CIE’s Child Safeguarding Campaign that was
launched in 2012. Since 2013, schools on this project have
benefitted from workshops aimed at creating peaceful school
environments. The end goal of this project is to end all forms of
punitive discipline, particularly corporal punishment, and to
grow a deeper appreciation for mutual respect and
responsibilities between staff and learners. Educators and school
leaders are assisted in deepening their listening skills and ability
to manage conflict. They are introduced to restorative justice practices. One such school that is
already seeing the results of restorative justice is Dominican Convent School in Belgravia,
Johannesburg. Disruptive or disrespectful learners are given the opportunity to explain their
behaviour, and also asked how they think their behaviour affects others. Engaging with learners
this way gives them the opportunity to reflect on their behaviour maturely, and to rectify the
situation by restoring justice in a dignified manner. Implementing this process has improved
relationships between teachers and learners.
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ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS
At the Rotary International June Board meeting in Brazil, it has expanded
membership eligibility in Rotary Fellowships to include family members of
Rotarians (not just spouses) as well as anyone who has ever participated in a
Rotary or Foundation program. This broader category includes Rotaractors as
well as participants and alumni of all other Rotary and Foundation programs,
past and present, including (but not limited to):
• Interact
• Rotaract
• Rotary Youth Exchange
• Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)
• Rotary Peace Fellowships
• Global Grant Scholarships
• Vocational training teams (members and leaders)
• District Grant scholarships
• New Generations Service Exchange
• Rotary Foundation awards to individuals in former TRF programs, such as:
o Ambassadorial Scholarships
o Grants for University Teachers
o Group Study Exchange
o Rotary Volunteers
The section on Rotary Fellowship membership in the RI Code of policy is
updated accordingly:
42.010.2. Organization and Membership
A fellowship shall have a governing document (charter, constitution, bylaws
or similar document) which must be consistent with RI policy. All governing
documents and amendments thereto, must be reviewed by the fellowships
committee, if practicable, and approved by the general secretary.
A fellowship shall be organized with at least three officers, one of whom shall
be the chair (president or other administrative head) and serve as a nonvoting member-at-large of the RI fellowships committee. The chair must be
an active Rotarian. A fellowship's membership shall be open to all Rotarians
family members of Rotarians, program participants and alumni

This could do one of two things for the International Fellowship
of Cricket Loving Rotarians – either be a shot in the arm or the
death knell for the elderly cricketers as teams engage young
fast bowlers, who fit into one of the above categories, who are
able to bowl thunderbolts that whizz around the batsman’s ears.
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Perhaps a fifth test: Is it fun?
Posted on June 24, 2015 by Rotary International

By David Postic, a member of the Rotaract and Interact Committee and a past
president of the Rotaract Club
of Norman, Oklahoma, USA

David Postic, left, and other
members of the Rotaract and
Interact Committee had fun
posing for this photo in
December
at
Rotary’s
headquarters in Evanston,
Illinois,
USA.
Rotary
International/Alyce Henson
We all know and love The Four-Way Test. In many ways, it’s an improvement on the
age-old golden rule that you should treat others the way you wish to be treated. It’s
a guide for living, a tool for decision making, a moral code. While Rotary has been
served well by these four questions, they may not be enough in an era in which
Rotary is trying to appeal to more people and have a broader impact.
There is another crucial question that we as Rotary members must always ask
ourselves, and it is this: Is it fun? This is the question I ask myself with everything I do. If
it isn’t fun, I don’t do it. Some people may scoff at that mentality, but in my mind, life
is too short to waste on things I don’t enjoy. There are a hundred other organizations
I could be a part of. If Rotary isn’t fun, why should I join? And if I am already a
member, but I’m not having fun, why should I stay?
Of course, I speak for myself, and perhaps I can also presume to speak for other
young people. But I imagine that how I feel is also how many Rotary members feel
all over the world. We all want to have fun while serving the sick, the impoverished,
the embattled, and the hungry. And in my experience, Rotary can be the most fun
part of my life.
But often, clubs become so entrenched in their habits that they forget to have fun. If
Rotary isn’t fun, how can we light a fire in the hearts of our members? How can we
increase our membership? How can we survive? We must constantly ask ourselves: Is
what we are doing fun?
This may not be a question fit for enshrining in the codes of Rotary, and perhaps it
doesn’t even warrant recitation at weekly meetings. However, it’s probably the most
important question we can ask ourselves when making decisions in our clubs. What
we do in Rotary is not primarily for our own benefit, but people must enjoy Rotary if it
is to survive. This is the real golden rule of Rotary clubs: If what we do isn’t fun, then
it’s not worth doing.

Editor’s note
There is no doubt that Rotary must be FUN otherwise why are we
Rotarians. I do know many Rotarians past and present who have
never seemed to have FUN being Rotarians. Shame!
I do not believe that it is necessary to add a fifth item to the
Four-Way Test for Rotarians to have FUN but they do sometimes
need reminding……………..
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67 MINUTES FOR NELSON MANDELA DAY – PAINTING
TWO CLASSROOMS AT EKUTHULENI PRIMARY SCHOOL

Last year Ekuthuleni PS took over several classrooms from JG Zuma HS when
Grade 7 was moved to Ekuthuleni PS – the classrooms were last painted way
back in 1999 and the walls were in dire need of a coat of paint as can be seen
in the picture on the left. The four Ekuthuleni Interactors reminded us that we
were doing this on Mandela Day.

Painters and supervisors making good progress and in the pictures below we
were nearing completion. All that still needs to be done is for the blue walls
below the windows to be painted for the classrooms to be spick and span.
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THE FIVE MEMBERS OF THE E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE WHO
VOLUNTEERED THEIR 67 MINUTES [PLUS] FOR NELSON MANDELA DAY

Rotarians BU Singh, President Jean Singh, Gerald Sieberhagen, Nokuthula
Mvubu and Sambulo Khalala after a hard day’s work – PP Irene Kotze obtained
a sponsorship of 40Lt of paint. A further 2 classrooms were painted by a Church
group with the left over paint after we had finished painting our 2 classrooms.

The Interact club of Ekuthuleni members and their facilitators and Interactors of
the Lenarea Secondary School with their facilitator all did their 67 minutes for
Nelson Mandela Day.
Well done to all of you for your assistance in making the event a success.
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Teachers and Community Volunteers provided
much needed support on the day.
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And last but not least -2 staff members
who did invaluable work

AT
LAST
A
BIT
OF
HUMOUR
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As I am compiling this, the 4th round of the Open at St. Andrews is taking place and the
course is living up to its reputation of producing a thrilling spectacle of golf and who
will win, is anyone’s guess. Amazing that no one has come even near to replicating
this course – you can take the layout with you but not the weather. Editor

The Rotarian Magazine JULY 2015 0
Fairway to Heaven
What drives life in St. Andrews? Golf, of course
This month, golf goes home. It happens every five years, when the game’s oldest
and grandest event, the Open Championship (sometimes called the “British Open”
by blasphemers), returns to St. Andrews. For a week in July, an ancient little town on
Scotland’s rocky eastern coast hosts hordes of visitors, including Rotary club
members from all over the world.
Of course, some Rotarians are already there.
Founded in 1927, the Rotary Club of St. Andrews spends most of its time the way you
might expect: hosting charity events, travel and historical lectures, concerts, an
annual ball, a monthly bridge tournament, and plenty of convivial networking. Every
January there’s a Robert Burns lunch, complete with readings of the national poet’s
verses and heaping helpings of haggis, the Scottish dish made of sheep’s liver, heart,
and lungs, along with suet and spicy oatmeal, cooked inside a sheep’s stomach.
(Call it an acquired taste.) There are fundraisers for the Rotaract club at the
University of St. Andrews (where Prince William met Kate). But in years divisible by
five, when the town becomes the hub of international sport for a week, the Rotary
club gets caught up in the excitement.
“Golf Week, as we call it, is simply fantastic,” says St. Andrews Rotarian Eric Brown.
“The course is part of the town, with pubs and restaurants only steps from the
tournament. People mill around, there are pubs spilling over into the streets, caddies
rubbing shoulders with media stars and fans, everyone talking about the events of
the day, looking forward to the next day’s play. The buzz around St. Andrews is unlike
any other venue. This is indeed the Home of Golf.”
It wasn’t always so. As purists know – and tourists are often surprised to find out – the
town’s golfing greatness is the result of a series of fortunate events.
The Old Course at St. Andrews dates to the early 1400s, but it wasn’t the first.
Shepherds were knocking stones at rabbit holes soon after a warrior king named
Macbeth died in battle in 1057. Golf evolved on local “links,” sandy coastal turf that
was no good for farming. Sheep sheltering behind hillocks, ducking the wind and
rain, nipped and kicked the turf until the grass died, leaving sandy ditches – bunkers
– that trapped early players’ lopsided golf balls.
In the 1850s, the best golfer in Scotland, Tom Morris, helped create a new sort of
tournament, open to professionals as well as the aristocratic golfers who paid him to
carry their clubs. In his time, “professional” meant caddie; the amateur game,
played by well-born gentlemen, was far more important. But after the first “Open
Championship,” something interesting happened: People noticed that the lowly
caddies played better than the aristocrats. Morris finished second in the first Open
Championship in 1860. He won the next year, and again in 1862, ’64, and ’67, while
a new breed of “golf fanatics” swarmed the course he built at Prestwick, on
Scotland’s west coast. Golf was becoming a spectator sport. CONT ON PAGE 18
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FROM PAGE 17
In 1864, Morris got an offer he couldn’t refuse: The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St.
Andrews paid him £50 a year, plus “a barrow, a spade, and a shovel to improve the
ragged Old Course.” He set up shop beside the Old Course – a golf shop that exists
to this day. He caddied for his social superiors and fashioned their golf clubs out of
hickory and iron. He discovered that spreading sand on a putting green made the
grass grow. He sank clay drainpipes into his putting greens – the first cup liners – to
keep the holes from collapsing in the rain. Those drainpipes happened to be four
and a quarter inches across. That’s why every hole on every golf course today is the
same size, and why I keep missing short putts.
In Morris’ day, a golf course might be 10 holes long, or 20. After he made the Old
Course the jewel of Scotland, other towns trimmed or expanded their links to match
the St. Andrews standard of 18 holes.
History moves in mysterious ways. The first dozen Open Championships were held at
Prestwick’s 12-hole layout. That’s where Morris’ son Tommy became the Tiger Woods
of his day. A handsome young swashbuckler known for swinging so hard that his
Balmoral bonnet flew off, Tommy Morris dominated the Open from 1868 through
1870. Three consecutive victories entitled him to keep the original trophy, a red
leather Championship Belt with a silver buckle, a rodeo star might envy. That left
Scotland’s golfers nothing to play for, and the 1871 Open was canceled.
A proper trophy would cost £30, equal to thousands of dollars today. The Prestwick
Golf Club didn’t want to pay so much. Now the affluent golfers of St. Andrews saw
their chance. By chipping in £10 to pay for a new trophy – the Claret Jug that Rory
McIlroy hoisted last year – the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews earned
the right to host the Open on a rotating basis. In time the R&A became the
international game’s ruling body. St. Andrews became the acclaimed Home of Golf
– a multibillion-dollar return on that £10 investment.
This year, as always, the Open will transform the old town. The world’s best golfers,
their caddies and entourages, hundreds of reporters, and 200,000 golf fans will all
descend on several square miles that normally accommodate 17,000 citizens. “It’s
certainly a spectacle, and business booms,” says a non-golfing Rotarian. “It is also a
bit of a pain in the arse.”
The locals know that parking, never easy in a town with only three main streets, will
soon be impossible. Traffic will back up for blocks. Every restaurant will be booked
solid. Gardens will get trampled while howling, drunken celebrants look for their
hotels.
“It’s terrible,” a St. Andrean says, “and we wouldn’t trade it for the world.”
For Rotarians, one of the year’s highlights comes in June, when the Rotary Club of St.
Andrews International Golf Tournament – the 61st was held last month – matches
Rotarians from around the world on the Old Course and other local tracks, such as
the Eden and the New Course (founded in 1895). “Last year we had 330
participants, including what I call camp followers – non-golfers enjoying our social
program,” says Bill Whyte, the event’s official convener. That tournament saw players
from Australia, Botswana, French Guiana, South Africa, the United States, and 18
other countries and areas vie for the coveted Llandudno Cup over five spring days
at the center of the golf world.
“What a thrill,” Brown says. “It’s a truly international event – and one of the few ways
golfers can guarantee a chance to play the Old Course. Rotarians worldwide, take
note!” — Kevin Cook

And now we are once again OUTA SPACE

