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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

ANYONE CARE TO USE THIS SPACE FOR A 

MESSAGE? 

 

As we reach the end of 

Foundation Month we could 

reflect on whether we have 

done our bit to strengthen our 

Foundation.  

On page 3 there are some 

impressive statistics of what 

TRF has paid out on Grants 

during the year ended 30th 

June 2015.  

It is a sobering thought that all 

that funding came from 

donations by Rotarians and 

Rotary Clubs. 

And yet there are still many 

Rotary Clubs that do not 

contribute anything to TRF 

programmes. 

The number of Global Grants 

is also an improvement which 

shows that many more clubs 

and districts have risen to the 

challenge to find larger 

sustainable projects to fund. It 

is sad though, that after all this 

time some Rotarians still be- 

 

lieve that the old Matching 

Grants were better. Certainly 

they were easier to find and 

fund but at what cost and 

when it comes to the 

sustainability aspect there is 

no comparison. 

Moving on to something 

different – leadership positions 

in Rotary Clubs. 

Where does the problem lie? 

Are Clubs and Districts doing 

enough to train/teach/equip 

members for leadership roles 

or are members just being 

pushed in at the deep end 

and then it is a case of sink or 

swim. More importantly, are 

members doing anything to 

prepare themselves for 

leadership roles?  

 

Have Fun 
Gerald SieberhagenGerald SieberhagenGerald SieberhagenGerald Sieberhagen    ----    Editor Editor Editor Editor                                                                                                         
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HANS AND TINA HON DOING STERLING WORK IN PORT ALFRED 

Hans [the tall fellow] and Tina [the lady in red] recently sourced three wheel chairs 

and walkers from ROMEX* in East London.  

The beneficiary is the Frail Care Section of Damant Lodge Retirement Home in Port 

Alfred and the handover was attended by Matron Sister Marion Kelly (pictured on the 

left) and the Home’s Manageress Christine Haworth (kneeling in front). 

Damant Lodge is an accommodation healthcare organisation for the aged in Port 

Alfred and recently celebrated its 40th anniversary.  

Tina serves on the Board of Damant Lodge and has been supporting the Home for a 

number of years in many different ways. 

*ROMEX is a project of the Rotary Club of Arcadia, East London that has developed an 

international network of Rotarians in the Netherlands, the United States, Canada, the 

United Kingdom and Germany who are able to assist with the collection and shipping 

of quality surplus medical equipment from First World countries to South Africa. The 

equipment is donated by medical institutions that modernise their equipment on a 

regular basis. This has resulted in the delivery of close to R100 million worth of quality 

medical equipment to beneficiaries in South Africa. 
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Celebrate Rotary on Giving Tuesday 
  

Giving Tuesday is a global day dedicated to giving and celebrating 

generosity. On 1 December, join the community of people making a 

difference in the world by making a gift to The Rotary Foundation. 
 

Grants updates 

 

Improvements to our grant application tool 
We have made some improvements recently to our online grant application 

tool: 

• Project contacts can enter expenses for global grants in multiple 

currencies. 

• Entering budget items in grant applications and reports takes less time 

because the pages refresh more quickly. 

• The grant application budget automatically refreshes when the 

currency exchange rate is changed. 

• We clarified the process that district Rotary Foundation committee 

chairs follow for authorizing district designated funds. 

Watch for information about more improvements to come. We’re confident 

that these changes will make the grant process simpler and faster. Please tell 

Rotary members in your club and district about these improvements and 

direct questions to your regional grants officer. 

  

2014-15 grants roundup 

We’ve closed the door on a second full year of the new grant model and 

there’s a lot of good news to report: We awarded 1,078 global grants in 2014-

15, up 24 percent from the previous year’s total. The dollar value of global 

grants totalled $64.9 million. The most popular area of focus was disease 

prevention and treatment, followed closely by water and sanitation. We also 

awarded 487 district grants, totalling $23.8 million. And we awarded 16 

scholarships, totalling about $500,000, for study at UNESCO-IHE in the 

Netherlands. 

 

. 
 

FOUNDATION INFORMATION 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER 
24th – Irene Setty 

26th – Suzanne Edmunds 

DECEMBER 
13th - Richard Hargreaves 

14th – Linda Dunlop 

21st – Anesh Timul 

22nd – Beryl Draper 

28th - Jeanette Esterhuyse 

31st – Nareshini Ranganthan  

ANNIVERSARIES 

NOVEMBER  

28th – Zwakele & Jabu Ngubane 

30th – Alan & Linda Dunlop 

DECEMBER  

19th Hans & Tina Hon 

23rd – Suresh & Irene Setty 

DATES TO DIARISE 
 

2015 
 

TUESDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 

AGM ETC –see details in next column 
 

17th Dec – Christmas Luncheon for 

Golden Oldies from Ray Hulett Retire-

ment home at The Pavilion Hotel at 12 

noon – arranged once again by Bob 

Kistnasamy – see article on page 7. 
 

2016 
 

DATE FOR DG’s  VISIT ON GoToMeeting 

will be on TUESDAY 2ND FEB 2016 
 

26/27 Feb - RI President Ravi 

Ravindran’s Economic Development 

Conference in Cape Town – view at 

www.rotarycapetown2016.com  

See more on Page 2. 
 

4th and 5th March – PRESIDENTS AND 

OFFICERS ELECT TRAINING SEMINAR 

[POETS] in DURBAN 
 

10/11th JUNE – District Conference in 

Potchefstroom  
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1418817 
Proceeding according to plan and 

tomorrow we will have a GTM link with 

the Rotary Club of Winnipeg, 

Canada, our sponsor club. 
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1527880 
Proceeding according to plan 
 

REMEMBER the GTM on 

24th November 2015 for our 

• AGM  
At the AGM we need to elect a 

President for 2016/7, a President-Elect 

for 2017/18; a Secretary/Treasurer for 

2016/17. 

 

WATCH 
 

THIS 
 

SPACE 
 

 

 
 

ADVERTISING 

IN ROTARY AFRICA MAGAZINE 
Have you ever considered advertising 

your products or services in the Rotary 

Africa Magazine? Or do you know of 

a business that may wish to do so? 

www.rotaryafrica.com 

You can obtain the 2015 Advertising 
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PRESIDENT JEAN’S PAGE 

 
                                                

Dear family of Rotarians 
 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION IS 

TURNING 100! 
 

Rotary is marking the Foundation's 

centennial with a year of festivities. 

The celebration kicks off at the 

2016 Rotary Convention in Seoul 

and will culminate at the 2017 

convention in Atlanta. 

Let’s get involved and show our 

support for The Rotary Foundation.  

The Rotary Foundation transforms 

your gifts into projects that change 

lives both close to home and 

around the world. As the 

charitable arm of Rotary, we tap 

into a global network of Rotarians 

who invest their time, money, and 

expertise into our priorities, such as 

eradicating polio and promoting 

peace.  

Foundation grants empower 

Rotarians to approach challenges 

such as poverty, illiteracy, and 

malnutrition with sustainable 

solutions that leave a lasting 

impact. 
 

A few ways to get involved, as it 

does take time to research 

projects, costing and sustainability. 

• Plan an event in your 

community to raise 

awareness of Rotary and its 

Foundation. 

• Promote projects your club or 

district is involved in that are 

funded by the Foundation. 

• Empower The Rotary 

Foundation to support the 

good work of Rotary clubs 

around the world by making 

a special contribution.  

• Apply for a grant from the 

Foundation to fund a project. 

The Inspiring Story of the 

Foundation's First 100 Years from 

Rotary’s battle against the 

poliovirus to establishing the Rotary 

Peace Centres, The Rotary 

Foundation has a rich history of 

“doing good in the world”. 

“Action springs not from thought 

but from a readiness for 

responsibility”. 

 

Let’s walk this road together and 

make a difference! 

Jean 
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TOPIC of the Week  

 ROSTER  
NOV to DEC 2015 

 

THIS IS YOUR REMINDER 
 

30th Nov-Aadila Sabat St Clair 

7th Dec–VOLUNTEER PLEASE 
 

Please send your TOPIC of the 

Week to our Club Admin Director, 

Gerald, by at least the THURSDAY 

preceding the date of your turn. It 
makes it easier if Rotarians send in 
their TOPIC of the Week well ahead 

of time.  
Thank you to all of you 

who comply with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 
 

24th NOVEMBER AGM 

WED 25th Nov – link with RC 

of Winnipeg at 9pm 

1ST DECEMBER 

12TH JANUARY 

26TH JANUARY  

2nd FEBRUARY DG VISIT  

23RD FEBRUARY 

8TH MARCH 

22ND MARCH 

5TH APRIL 

19TH APRIL 

3RD MAY 

17TH MAY 
During the week preceding the 

GTM, the login details REMINDER will 

be emailed to each member and 

an SMS reminder may be sent on 

the day as a further reminder.  

 
 

TOPIC of the Week duties and the dates for 

GoToMeeting are highlighted in larger print to ensure 

that members do not overlook them 
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ON THE NEXT FEW PAGES WE WILL FEATURE PHOTOS TAKEN 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE – photographs by Irene Kotze 

The new female ward 

Another photo of the 

new female ward 
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THE WHITE HOUSE   

The entrance to The White House 

An elderly lady in the female ward               The laundry lady who washes all the   

                                                                               sheets by hand, daily. 

The Kitchen staff 

The toilet block is being refurbished        This area will be a wheelchair friendly      

                                                                          shower cubicle 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Work-in-progress – the new male ward 

In the photo’s below, the resident on the left looks after the garden and is 

currently growing cabbages.  

The young man on the right needs a laptop as he is trying to pass matric. 

 

Irene also reported on the special case that was mentioned in the recent 

newspaper article: “When I handed him his gift of a football I got a smile in 

return. After 6 months in their care he has started to smile. They are working 

with him to get his muscles back to strength to enable him to stand and walk 

again”. 
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A group of women were at a seminar on how to live in a loving relationship 

with their husband. 

The women were asked, "How many of you love your husband?" 

All the women raised their hands. Then they were asked, "When was the last 

time you told your husband that you loved him?" 

Some women answered today, a few yesterday, and some can't remember. 

The women then were told to take out their cell phones and text to their 

husband: "I love you, sweetheart." 

The women then were instructed to exchange phones with another person, 

and to read aloud the text message they received in response to their 

message. Below are 10 replies; some are hilarious. If you have been married 

for quite a while....a sign of true love....who else would reply in such a concise 

and honest way? 

1. Who the hell is this? 

2. Eh, mother of my children, are you sick or what? 

3. Yeah, and I love you too. What's wrong? 

4. What now? Did you crash the car again? 

5. I don't understand what you mean? 

6. What the hell did you do now? 

7. Don't beat about the bush, just tell me how much you need? 

8. If you don't tell me who this message is actually for, someone will die. 

9. I thought we agreed you wouldn't drink during the day. 

10. Your mother is coming to stay with us, isn't she? 
 

 

THIS STORY ALWAYS PROVIDES SOME LAUGHTER………………. 
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Some little known SA history 
Wednesday  

11th November.2015 

 

  

  

  

 

South African Legion 

Did you know that the two minutes silence and its association to Armistice Day (or 11/11) 
Remembrance has a South African origin? 
Read on and learn a little why South Africans should stand proud of what they have given 

the world – and on Remembrance Sunday and on Armistice day in November - when the 
western world stands silent in remembrance for two minutes – take heart that this entire 
ceremony has South African roots. 
At 05.30 in the morning of 11 November 1918 the Germans signed the Armistice Agreement 
in a remote railway siding in the heart of the forest of Compiègne. Soon wires were humming 
with the message : ‘Hostilities will cease at 11.00 today November 11th. Troops will stand fast 

on the line reached at that hour…’.Thus, at 11.00 on 11 November 1918 the guns on the 
Western Front in France and Flanders fell silent after more than four years of continuous 
warfare, warfare that had witnessed the most horrific casualties. World War One (then known 
as the Great War) had ended.  
The time and date attained an important significance in the post war years and the moment 
that hostilities ceased became universally associated with the remembrance of those that 

died in that and subsequent wars and conflicts. The Two Minutes silence to remember all 
who paid the supreme sacrifice was a result of this expression… and it all began in Cape 
Town, South Africa. 
When the first casualty lists recording the horrific loss of life in the Battles of the Somme were 
announced in Cape Town, Mr JA Eagar, a Cape Town businessman, suggested that the 
congregation of the church he attended observe a special silent pause to remember those 

in the South African casualty list. It was the church also attended by Sir Percy Fitzpatrick. In 
May 1918, the Mayor of Cape Town, Councillor H Hands (later Sir Harry Hands) at the 
suggestion made by Mr. RR Brydon, a city councillor, in a letter to the Cape Times initiated a 
period of silence to remember the events unfolding on the battlefields of Europe and the 
sacrifices being made there. Mr Brydon’s son, Maj Walter Brydon, three times wounded and 

once gassed, was killed on 12 April 1918. 
The pause would follow the firing of the Noon Gun, the most audible signal with which to co-
ordinate the event across the city of Cape Town. The boom of the gun for the midday pause 
of three minutes for the first time on 14 May 1918 became the signal for all activity in the 
Mother City to come to a halt. Everything came to a dead stop while everyone bowed their 
heads in silent prayer for those in the trenches in Flanders.  

                                                                                                                                                  CONT ON PAGE 12 
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FROM PAGE 11 

As soon as the city fell silent, a trumpeter on the balcony of the Fletcher and Cartwright's 

Building on the corner of Adderley and Darling Streets sounded the Last Post, the melancholy 

strains of which reverberated through the city. Reveille was played at the end of the midday 

pause.  

Articles in the newspapers described how trams, taxis and private vehicles stopped, 

pedestrians came to a halt and most men bared their heads. People stopped what they 

were doing at their places of work and sat or stood silently. The result of the Mayor’s appeal 

exceeded all expectations. One journalist described a young woman dressed in black, who 

came to a halt on the pavement and furtively dabbed at her eyes with a handkerchief. 

“One could not but wonder what personal interest she had in the act of remembrance”, he 

wrote. 

A few days later Sir Harry, whose son, Capt Richard Hands, a member of ‘Brydon’s Battery’, 

had been mortally wounded in the same battle in which Maj Brydon had been killed, 

decided to shorten the duration of the pause to two minutes, “in order to better retain its 

hold on the people”.  

In terms of the meaning of “two minutes” it was also argued that the first minute is for 

thanksgiving for those that survived and the second is to remember the fallen. 

The midday pause continued daily in Cape Town and was last observed on 17 January 1919, 

but was revived in Cape Town during the Second World War. It had, however, become a 

pause throughout the British Commonwealth from 11 November 1919. 

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, author of the book Jock of the Bushveld, had been impressed by the 

period of silence kept in his local church after the horrific loss of life at Delville Wood became 

known and the casualty lists had been read out. He had a personal interest in the daily 

remembrance as his son, Maj Nugent Fitzpatrick, battery commander of 71st Siege Battery, 

was killed on 14 December 1917 by a chance shell fired at long range. Sir Percy was 

understandably deeply affected by the loss of his favourite son and was also so moved by 

the dignity and effectiveness of the two minute pause in Cape Town that the date and time 

of the Armistice inspired him to an annual commemoration on an Imperial basis.  

Sir Fitzpatrick then wrote to King George and it was accepted and implemented by Royal 

decree. On 27 October 1919, a suggestion from Fitzpatrick for a moment of silence to be 

observed annually on 11 November, in honour of the dead of World War I, was forwarded to 

George V, then King of the United Kingdom, who on 7 November 1919, proclaimed "that at 

the hour when the Armistice came into force, the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, 

there may be for the brief space of two minutes a complete suspension of all our normal 

activities … so that in perfect stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on 

reverent remembrance of the glorious dead." 11 November was the date in 1918 that the 

formal end of combat occurred to end WWI. Fitzpatrick was thanked for his suggestion of the 

two minute silence by Lord Stamfordham, the King’s Private Secretary who wrote: 

Dear Sir Percy, 

The King, who learns that you are shortly to leave for South Africa, desires me to assure you 

that he ever gratefully remembers that the idea of the Two Minute Pause on Armistice Day 

was due to your initiation, a suggestion readily adopted and carried out with heartfelt 

sympathy throughout the Empire. 

Signed: Stamfordham 

Story for the South African Legion by Peter Dickens 
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Thought for the Day -- 11/12/2015 
Posted by Richard Williams - Rotary Club of Gainesville Sunrise 

 

This thought for the day occurred 

while watching a video. It was on 

BBC News. It showed a Syrian 

Defence Force platoon of about 

15 men sitting on a raised rock 

pile watching air strikes occurring 

on ISIS outposts four miles away. 

The platoon leader was showing 

his troops (all Kurds) how to use 

an iPad to target air support by 

marking places on an electronic 

map. So here a simple, illiterate, 

goat-herding peasant points a 

finger at a spot on a map and a 

signal is sent to a satellite. It is then 

relayed to a command centre in 

Florida where a controller checks 

off the rules of engagement 

before ordering, through a 

satellite, two jets carrying rockets 

and bombs to strike the site with 

explosives. This all takes place in 

less than 15 minutes and is far 

more complex (and expensive) 

than this description can cover. But is it any wonder the peasant believes his god is 

righteously on his side? 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

NEWS FROM ROB LINDEGGER 

Back in Lamberts Bay after 2 weeks in hospital. Bone badly 

fractured - 'like cornflakes' according to Dr.  

Have to visit Paarl hospital every 2 weeks for next 4 - 5 months. 

Have managed to get accommodation in Somerset West with 

friend of friend. Excellent response through facebook request. 

After 5 to 6 months, I’ll be back here in Lamberts Bay to 

continue journey. 

Love to all. 

YIR Rob 
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And now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACE    
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