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NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

You may view the latest post by Rob Lindegger 

at http://www.wobblingthroughafrica.com 

 

As we continue through the 

Foundation Month of 

November we contemplate 

the progress that has been 

made since the PolioPlus 

campaign was launched in 

1985.  

The campaign later became 

known as END POLIO NOW 

which I must say was a bit 

confusing especially in South 

Africa where NOW could 

have different meanings of 

time especially if another 

NOW was added and it 

became NOW-NOW. 

The logo on the right showing 

END POLIO FOREVER is far 

more conclusive as to what 

we aim to achieve throughout 

the world. What do you think? 

You will recall that our ‘Sticker 

sales’ at Windermere centre 

on World Polio Day totaled  

R1 792.20 and following our 

appeal to members to make 

a donation should they so 

wish, 5 of our members 

contributed a total of 

R1 507.80 – just R284.40 short of 

doubling our collection. Thank 

you and well done to those 

members.  

Very soon we will 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

and fulfill the undertaking that 

Rotarians made to the 

children of the world.  

 

Have Fun  
Gerald SieberhagenGerald SieberhagenGerald SieberhagenGerald Sieberhagen    ----    Editor Editor Editor Editor                                                                                                         
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I received this email from my good friend and fellow PDG, June Webber on 27th October. 

ROTARY ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE – 27 FEBRUARY 2016 

On February 27th, 2016, we will have the great honour of hosting the RI President's Economic 

Development Conference at Kelvin Grove, in Cape Town. The Conference is one of five 

being hosted by RI President Ravindran during this Rotary year and the topic is one of great 

relevance to Africa. 

While the Host Organising Committee comprises Rotary representatives from our Southern 

African Districts, this truly is an African event which we hope will draw representatives from all 

of the other 11 Districts in Africa.  

We would greatly appreciate your help in driving interest in this Conference. The conference 

will be open to all and its primary purpose is to serve as a working forum which in turn 

provides a basis for conference-appointed working groups to take forward agreed 

economic initiatives. 

There are only 350 seats available.  The discounted Early Bird registration opens on 23 

October and closes on 15 November. To confirm your booking, Early Bird Registration 

payments will need to be made by not later than 30 November. Bookings should be done on 

line at www.rotarycapetown2016.com  

We believe this Conference is an opportunity to leave a lasting Rotary legacy in the field of 

economic and enterprise development. Please join us and “Engage Rotary in effective 

Enterprise Development” on 27 February 2016, at Kelvin Grove Club, Cape Town.   

Kind regards, June Webber 

Chair: Host Organising Committee  

Rotary Economic Development Conference 2016 

 

We have attached their Newsletter which gives 

more information and a link to their website 
 

Why not plan to attend this………………… 
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THE WHITE HOUSE – VALLEY OF A 1000 HILLS  
In 2003 Russell Sithe Chili took in a child, Bonginkosi, whose parents and 

grandparents had passed away as there was no one to look after him. Word 

in the valley got around and by 2004 more children were in his care. That is 

when he decided to start SITHEMBAKUYE CHILDREN’S HOME and registered 

an NGO. As he gathered orphans, he and his wife, Precious, managed to 

extend their small home and called it THE WHITE HOUSE. When asked why 

they chose that name, they replied: “There’s one in America, so we thought it 

is time we had one in South Africa. You never know, Mr Obama might want 

to visit us.” 

Over the years, Russell and Precious have taken in orphans, disabled children 

mostly suffering from cerebral palsy and the elderly who have no one to look 

after them.  

At present The White House serves as a home to: 

6 disabled children 

14 orphans of various ages (9 girls, 5 boys) 

8 abandoned grannies  

3 abandoned old men 

They also run a feeding scheme for 30 other people. 

Russell receives erratic financial assistance from a couple of organizations. As 

you can imagine his costs are never ending. His motto “God never ceases to 

bless us, and there are wonderful people out there who, help when they can, 

and somehow we manage one way or another.” He is very proud of their 

sustainable vegetable garden.  

His wish list includes:   

50 plates, knives, spoons, forks  

12 food containers  

Toiletries such as soap, toothbrushes and tooth paste, face clothes etc 

Clothing 

Of course with Christmas around the corner any food stuff to provide a 

special Christmas Meal for his residents and those who rely on him for a daily 

meal would be the perfect Christmas Gift for Russell and Precious.  

Can YOU HELP to make a difference in the lives of the poorest of the poor? 

Janet Rouillard suggested that we find something to do for 

the elderly to spread some Christmas Cheer – this may just 

be what we need – the elderly, the abandoned 

youngsters and those with disabilities. What do you think?  

Something to consider……………. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER 
13th – Bob Kistnasamy 

22nd – Renee Andries 

24th – Nokuthula Mvubu 

24th – Irene Setty 

26th – Suzanne Edmunds 

ANNIVERSARIES 

NOVEMBER 

12th – Angie & Trevor Mitchell   

28th – Zwakele & Jabu Ngubane 

30th – Alan & Linda Dunlop 

23rd – 5th ANNIVERSARY OF THE   

          CHARTER OF THE ROTARY E-CLUB   

          OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

DATES TO DIARISE 
 

2015 
 

SATURDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 21ST 

AGM ETC –see details in next column 
 

17th Dec – Christmas Luncheon for 

Golden Oldies from Ray Hulett Retire-

ment home at The Pavilion Hotel at 12 

noon – arranged once again by Bob 

Kistnasamy – see article on page 7. 
 

2016 
 

 DATE FOR DG’s  VISIT ON 

GoToMeeting to be in FEBRUARY 2016 
 

26/27 Feb - RI President Ravi 

Ravindran’s Economic Development 

Conference in Cape Town – view at 

www.rotarycapetown2016.com  

See more on Page 2. 
 

4th and 5th March – PRESIDENTS AND 

OFFICERS ELECT TRAINING SEMINAR 

[POETS] in DURBAN 
 

10/11th JUNE – District Conference in 

Potchefstroom  
 

 

Santa Claus has the right idea. 

Visit people only once a year. 

----    Victor BorgeVictor BorgeVictor BorgeVictor Borge 

 
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1418817 
Proceeding according to plan. 
 

GLOBAL GRANT 1527880 
Proceeding according to plan 
 

REMEMBER the 

21st November 2015 for our 

• AGM  

• Year End Function  

• 5th Charter Anniversary 

• Celebration of The Rotary 

Foundation 

At the AGM we need to elect a 

President for 2016/17 and a President-

Elect for 2017/18; a Secretary/Treasur-

er for 2016/17 and any other Board 

members that need to be in place for 

the incoming year. 

The Year End Function is an 

opportunity to get into the festive spirit 

and look back on a year of many 

successes and maybe the odd blip 

along the way. 

Our 5th Charter Anniversary is a 

wonderful milestone to celebrate in 

an appropriate manner. 

Celebrate FOUNDATION MONTH in a 

special way. On Wednesday 25th 

November we will be linking up with 

the Rotary Club of Winnipeg on GTM 

when Pat Draper will showcase the 

GG to date with a presentation during 

their weekly meeting. 

 

ADVERTISING 

IN ROTARY AFRICA MAGAZINE 
Have you ever considered advertising 

your products or services in the Rotary 

Africa Magazine? Or do you know of 

a business that may wish to do so? 

www.rotaryafrica.com 

You can obtain the 2015 Advertising 
rates on the Rotary Africa website @   
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PRESIDENT JEAN’S PAGE 

 
                                               Arch C Klumph 

Dear family of Rotarians 

The seed for The Rotary Foundation was 
planted by Rotary President, Arch Klumph 

at the Atlanta Convention in 1917.  Since 
the first donation of $26.50 in 1917, the 
Foundation has received contributions 

totaling more than $1 billion.and more 
than $3 billion has been spent on 

programmes and projects — transforming 
millions of lives across the globe. 
 

Arch C. Klumph: Brighten all eternity: 

“The Rotary Foundation is not to build 

monuments of brick and stone. If we work 
upon marble, it will perish; if we work on 
brass, time will efface it; if we rear 

temples they will crumble into dust; but if 
we work upon immortal minds…we are 
engraving on those tablets something 

that will brighten all eternity.” — Arch C. 
Klumph, December 1928 

His letter to Rotary club presidents on the 
5 February 1929 read as follows: “We 
should not live for ourselves alone, but for 

the joy in doing good for others.” - Arch 

C. Klumph.  

In 1929, the Foundation made its first gift 
of $500 to the International Society for 
Crippled Children. The organization, 

created by Rotarian Edgar F. “Daddy” 
Allen, later grew into Easter Seals. 

Conversations about Rotary often are 
about the Foundation, Rotary 
International, Paul Harris and the Four-

Way Test. 
 

 

When Rotary founder, Paul Harris died in 
1947, contributions began pouring in to 

Rotary International, and the Paul Harris 
Memorial Fund was created to build the 
Foundation. 

Over time Foundation Programmes 
evolved.  

• 1947: The first programme, 
Fellowships for Advance Study, 
later known as Ambassadorial 

Scholarships. 
• 1965-66: Three programmes were 

launched: Group Study   
Exchange, Awards for Technical 
Training, and Grants for Activities in 

Keeping with the Objective of The 
Rotary Foundation, which was later 

called Matching Grants. 
• 1978: Rotary introduced the 

Health, Hunger and Humanity (3-H) 

Grants. The first 3-H Grant funded a 
project to immunize 6 million 
Philippine children against polio. 

• 1985: The PolioPlus programme 
was launched to eradicate polio 

worldwide. 
• 1987-88: The first peace forums 

were held, leading to Rotary 

Peace Fellowships. 
• 2013: The new district, global, and 

packaged grants enabling 
Rotarians around the world to 
respond to the world’s greatest 

needs were launched. 
The Rotary Foundation transforms your 

gifts into projects that change lives both 
close to home and around the world. 
Give and become a part of Rotary’s life-

changing work! 
I do believe that my message would take 

you back in time to realize why we make 
contributions to Foundation. 
“Don’t wait for the perfect moment – it 

will never arrive, do what you say you will 
do”. 

Let’s walk this road together and 

have FUN! 

Jean 
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TOPIC of the Week  

 ROSTER  
NOV to DEC 2015 

 

THIS IS YOUR REMINDER 

 

 

16th Nov – Angie Goody 
23rd Nov – Gerald Sieberhagen 

30th Nov-Aadila Sabat St Clair 

7th Dec – Sandy Botha 
 

Please send your TOPIC of the 

Week to our Club Admin Director, 

Gerald, by at least the THURSDAY 

preceding the date of your turn. It 
makes it easier if Rotarians send in 
their TOPIC of the Week well ahead 

of time.  
Thank you to all of you 

who comply with this. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TUESDAY 
 

  

17TH NOVEMBER 

WED 25th Nov – link with RC 

of Winnipeg at 9pm 

1ST DECEMBER 

12TH JANUARY 

26TH JANUARY  

9th FEBRUARY maybe DG 

visit 

23RD FEBRUARY 

8TH MARCH 

22ND MARCH 

5TH APRIL 

19TH APRIL 

3RD MAY 

17TH MAY 
During the week preceding the 

GTM, the login details REMINDER will 

be emailed to each member and 

an SMS reminder may be sent on 

the day as a further reminder.  

 
 

TOPIC of the Week duties and the dates for 

GoToMeeting are highlighted in larger print to ensure 

that members do not overlook them 
 

 The secret of a good sermon is to have a good 

beginning and a good ending; and to have the two as 

close together as possible 

- George Burns 
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Bob Kistnasamy invites 

YOU 
Good Day Rotarians 

Please note the details relating to the Christmas lunch on 17 December 2015 are 

indicated as follows: 

1.       Venue: Pavilion Hotel (opposite the Jewish Club) this is on the beach end of Old 

Fort Road. 

2.       Time: 12:00 till after Lunch and entertainment. 

3.       Meals Provided: Chicken and Mutton Curry and Rice, Vegetarian curry and    

            roti/rice: Salads, Desserts, tea and coffee. 

4.       Programme Director: Gerald Sieberhagen  

4.1   Welcome: Irene Kotze  

4.2   Prayer: Anita Kistnasamy 

4.3   Short address by:  President Jean Singh 

4.4   Meals (to be served by Rotarians). We need some helping hands here 

4.5   Entertainment. 

4.6   Short Address by Ray Hulett Representative. 

4.7   Short address by Sponsor. 

4.8   Vote of Thanks: Bob Kistnasamy. 

5.       Conclusion. 

Please let me know whether you will be attending. Regards, Bob  

Good news from Keith Kirton…………………….. 

I trust you are well. We are finally back to normal after a hectic trip to London and 

Paris. Didn’t even have a gap to get to a Rotary meeting that side of the pond, 

but made it to Wembley Stadium to see Ireland vs Romania in the Rugby World 

Cup.  

Thanks so much for putting Rae’s achievement in Outa Space.  

I will be back in full swing with TOTW and GTM. 

All the best, Keith 

P.S. Looks as though we are going to be in Umdloti for Christmas. Will make sure to 

see you all or at least those of the clan who have stayed behind in Durban! 
 

My luck is so bad that if I bought a cemetery, people 

would stop dying. 

- Rodney Dangerfield 

<><> 

Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was SHUT UP. 

- Joe Namath 
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World Toilet Day: November 19 

World Toilet Day is a day to take action. It is a day to raise 

awareness about all the people who do not have access 

to a toilet - despite the human right to water and 

sanitation. Of the world's seven billion people, 2.5 billion 

people do not have improved sanitation. One billion 

people still defecate in the open. Women and girls risk rape 

and abuse because they have no toilet that offers privacy.  

It is a day to do something about it. 

 

The times we live in 

 

REALITY AND FRIVOLITY 
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 Umgeni Hospital 
 
Just some pics of the improvements 

we have made at the hospital  

 

The trampoline was donated by 

MOWCS  

 

 

The fencing was by Tilley fencing, a 

local company.  

 

“The sensory area is my next mission. We 

have to raise in excess of R50.000 but 

we will get there” says Arlene. 

 

Pat Draper has already installed the 

Vegetable Growing Unit and plants are 

growing as we speak. Note the new 

improved model with solar panel to 

drive motor and the water reservoir is   

                                                             now off the ground just below the seedling trays. 
 

Arlene Arnold reporting……………. 

reservoir 



 

 

 

  

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
Page 10 

  

Social Media: Facebook for Rotary E-Club South Africa One  

by Monique Labat 
Social media has the power to bring about positive change in the world. Rotary International 

as well as Rotary Clubs has made full use of this platform to showcase humanitarian projects 

as well as to raise funds. 

Some of us love Facebook and are active on this social media site daily whilst others find 

Facebook addictive.  

Check out our Club’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/rotaryeclubofsouthafrica/ 

give us a Like and invite your family and friends to Like us too! 

This is what you’ll see when clicking on the link above. 

 

 
Facebook’s headquarters located at Menlo Park in California has 11,996 employees. 

Facebook had 1.01 billion daily active users on average for September 2015, whilst there 

were 894 million mobile daily active users on average for the same period.  

Approximately 83.5% of Facebook’s daily active users are located outside the USA and 

Canada, that’s people like you and me looking up our Club’s Facebook page! 

Facebook has offices in the following US cities: Atlanta, Austin, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, 

Detroit, Denver, Los Angeles, Menlo Park, Miami, New York, Reno, Seattle and Washington 

D.C. 

International offices for Facebook are located in 

Amsterdam, Auckland, Berlin, Brasilia, Brussels, 

Buenos Aires, Dubai, Dublin, Gurgaon, Hamburg, 

Hong Kong, Hyderabad, Jakarta, Karlsruhe, Kuala 

Lumpur, London, Madrid, Melbourne, Mexico City, 

Milan, Montreal, Mumbai, New Delhi, Paris, Sao 

Paulo, Seoul, Singapore, Stockholm, Sydney, Tel Aviv, 

Tokyo, Toronto, Vancouver and Warsaw. 

 

Facebook also provides statistics on number of Likes 

using graphs for easy pictorial understanding.  

We’re also wishing Rotarians and their 

partners/spouses for birthdays and anniversaries! 

Send us your high resolution photos and captions 

and we’ll upload these onto our Club’s Facebook 

page. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
Page 11 

  

Food and the Transformation of Africa 

Getting Smallholders Connected by Kofi Annan and Sam Dryden 
African agriculture has long been a symbol of the continent’s poverty. Officials considered 

the hundreds of millions of African smallholder farmers too backward to thrive; the future 

would arrive not by investing in them but rather by bypassing them. But all that is changing. 

In recent years, African agricultural policies have been haphazard and inconsistent. Some 

countries have neglected smallholders in favor of commercial farmers. Others have given 

them attention but focused narrowly on increasing their productivity. African farms’ harvests 

are indeed much smaller than harvests elsewhere, so increasing productivity is important. But 

agriculture is about more than yields. A vast food system spreads beyond farm and table to 

touch almost every aspect of life in every society. Making that system in Africa as robust as 

possible will not merely prevent starvation. It will also fight poverty, disease, and malnutrition; 

create businesses and jobs; and boost the continent’s economies and improve its trade 

balances. 

Food systems cannot be created quickly out of whole cloth. They tend to evolve 

incrementally over time. But in digital technology, today’s African leaders have a powerful 

tool they can deploy to help clear away the primary obstacle to progress: the profound 

isolation of the vast majority of smallholder farmers. Until now, it has been very hard to get 

information to or from smallholders, preventing their efficient integration into the broader 

economy. But mobile communications can shatter this isolation and enable the creation of a 

new food system suited to contemporary needs. If farsighted leaders seize this opportunity, 

they can transform African agriculture from a symbol of poverty and backwardness into a 

powerful engine of economic and social development. 

FIVE PRINCIPLES 

The new African food system should be built around the idea that agriculture is about more 

than producing calories; it is about changing society. Its five components should be:  

1. valuing the smallholder farmer 2. Empowering women 3. Focusing on the quality as 

well as the quantity of food 4. Creating a thriving rural economy 5. Protecting the 

environment 

Neither of us is sentimental about small farms, but we recognize the need to be practical. 

More than 80 percent of African agricultural production comes from smallholders. Any 

rational food system for Africa must put its smallholders first. Over the years, many African 

governments have tried to bypass the existing agricultural sector by investing in large-scale 

commercial farms, on the theory that they would be more efficient. But allocating large 

blocks of land to foreign investors, reserving water for industrial-sized operations, and 

concentrating research and development on a few cash crops doesn’t help most farmers. It 

also hasn’t generated enough produce to feed the continent’s rapidly growing urban areas, 

which is why food imports are going through the roof—and why city dwellers are spending 

more than they should on food. 

In fact, Africa’s smallholders are more than capable of feeding the continent—so long as 

they boost their yields by using the latest agronomic practices in combination with 

appropriately adapted seeds and fertilizer. Most have not adopted these improvements, 

however, because they don’t know about them, or can’t get to a place where they can 

buy them, or can’t afford them. The infrastructure to link most smallholders to markets simply 

doesn’t exist, which means that many farmers have little incentive to increase their 

productivity in order to generate surpluses to sell. Enabling smallholder farmers to grow more 

food and sell it in formal markets for a fair price would change life for almost every poor 

person in Africa. 

The keys to fixing this problem are supplying smallholders with appropriate seeds and fertilizer, 

providing education and training, and ensuring easy access to markets and larger economic 

networks. Mobile technology can help on all these fronts. Cell phones and digital videos, for 

example, can revolutionize education and training. Digital Green, an organization that 

CONT ON PAGE 12 
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broadcasts videos of farmers conducting training sessions in local languages, is the next 

generation of farmer extension programs. Because farmers tend to trust their peers more 

than outside experts, Digital Green’s model has led farmers to adopt better methods at very 

high rates. The organization expanded from India into Ethiopia and is exploring pilot 

programs in Ghana, Mozambique, and Tanzania. 

Women, meanwhile, provide the majority of the labor on African farms, but on average, they 

are less productive than men—13 to 25 percent less productive, according to a report 

published last year by the World Bank and the ONE Campaign. The reasons for this are 

complicated, ranging from sex discrimination in extension programs to cultural norms that 

can make it difficult for women to hire and manage labor during the harvest. But fixing it is a 

necessity. Not only do women form a major part of the agricultural work force; they also 

spend much more of what they earn than men do on goods such as education, nutrition, 

and health care, which have large positive multiplier effects. So when women have money 

and the power to decide how to spend it, everybody benefits. 

Only now is the true impact of malnutrition on poor countries beginning ぉto be understood.  
Here again, digital technology can be incredibly useful. Giving women cell phones allows 

them to transact business directly, without mediators; open bank accounts only they can 

access; receive information and training that local men might not support; and get market 

prices in real time in order to negotiate effectively with potential buyers. 

As for food quality, only now is the true impact of malnutrition on poor countries beginning to 

be understood. It is an underlying cause of almost half of all the deaths of children under five 

around the world and leaves tens of millions more children cognitively or physically impaired 

for the rest of their lives. Food everywhere is less nutritious than it should be; in the United 

States, for example, the food system is designed to supply people with as many calories as 

possible, that taste as good as possible, for as little money as possible. As a result, American 

agriculture focuses on corn as a vehicle for sugar, breeds that corn for high yields rather than 

nutritional value, and processes it to remove whatever nutrients might still remain. This means 

that Americans get lots of cheap, tasty breakfast cereal that isn’t good for them. 

The current African food system shares some of these features. The seeds available in Africa 

are bred for yield almost to the exclusion of other traits; the breeders who develop these 

seeds focus mostly on corn and wheat, so crops such as cassava and sorghum remain 

unimproved; and roller mills remove nutritional value in Africa just as they do in North 

America. But there are some reasons to be optimistic. For example, the fortification of food 

that has long been standard in developed countries has begun coming to Africa as well. 

Rice in Ghana, maize in Zambia, and sweet potato in several countries are now being 

fortified with vitamin A. And biofortification promises even bigger opportunities, as advances 

in genetics have made it easier to breed seeds with specific nutritional characteristics, such 

as high-zinc wheat and high-iron pearl millet. 

In a robust food system, farms support a range of businesses. Farmers need financial services, 

seeds, and fertilizer before they begin planting; after they harvest, they need storage, 

transport, processing, and marketing. Every step in this process can be an opportunity for 

entrepreneurial activity, so in theory, a healthy food system could nurture an entire rural 

sector that creates wealth and provides off-farm employment opportunities to spread it 

around. 

So far, such businesses have been few and far between in Africa, but that may be changing. 

In Nigeria, for example, for 40 years, the government bought seeds and fertilizer and then 

had them delivered to farmers. Not only did the system not work—little of the seeds and 

fertilizer ever reached smallholders—but it also crowded out entrepreneurs who could have 

served rural communities directly. To address these issues, Nigeria recently dismantled the 

public procurement system and implemented policies to spur new businesses. By giving 

farmers a 50 percent subsidy (via vouchers sent to their cell phones), the government has 

helped generate demand for seeds and fertilizer. In the meantime, to make sure there is 

enough supply to meet that demand, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Central Bank of 

Nigeria launched a risk-sharing program to encourage local banks to make agricultural 

loans. And with the partial guarantee, banks have quadrupled their lending to the  

CONT ON PAGE 13 
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agriculture sector. The number of seed companies operating in Nigeria has gone from just 11 

to more than 100, and there are now thousands of local mom-and-pop shops selling these 

companies’ seeds directly to farmers. 

The green revolution of the 1950s and 1960s, finally, introduced new and highly productive 

agricultural technologies and methods and fed a billion people in Asia and Latin America. 

But it also ended up doing significant damage to the environment of those regions, 

depleting the soil and reducing biodiversity. We now know that ensuring the long-term 

sustainability of the African agricultural environment is more critical than ever, given the 

problems already being caused by climate change. 

The good news is that with digital education in basic conservation techniques, such as crop 

rotation with legumes, so-called green manure, and good water management, smallholder 

farmers can not only increase yields in the short term but also restore soil health over time. This 

is crucial, since African soils are the most depleted in the world. 

THE PROMISE OF DIGITAL 

Digital technology can help advance all these principles simultaneously. It makes 

connections possible, transfers information instantaneously and can help build virtual 

communities even among widely separated and remotely located individuals and 

communities. 

Some appropriate digital applications are already in use, and more are in development. In 

2014, for example, Ethiopia’s Agricultural Transformation Agency launched an agricultural 

hot line, and it has already logged almost 6.5 million calls. It also sends text messages and 

automated calls containing up-to-date agronomic information to 500,000 users. The agency 

is also developing the Ethiopian Soil Information System, or EthioSIS, a digital soil map 

analyzing the country’s soils down to a resolution of ten kilometers by ten kilometers. 

Eventually, these two systems will merge, transmitting cutting-edge, highly tailored 

information to millions of farmers. 

Related Tweets 

Digital technology can also revolutionize farmer organizations. Membership in agricultural 

cooperatives has always lagged in Africa, because smallholders are too spread out. New, 

digitally powered organizations, however, can succeed in doing what farmer cooperatives 

are supposed to do: purchase seeds and fertilizer in bulk and pass on the savings to their 

members, serve as trusted sources of information on farming practices, and help farmers 

aggregate and warehouse produce and negotiate fair prices. 

The digital infrastructure for interacting with smallholders is already being put in place, so now 

is the time to make sure it gets done right. This means making sure that all farmers are 

included from the start, especially the poorest and most remote. Digital agricultural 

applications need to be run on neutral digital platforms to which any farmer can connect, 

rather than proprietary platforms for a select few. It doesn’t matter who builds the 

platforms—whether governments, agribusinesses, or telecommunications companies—so 

long as they are made accessible to all. To get the most out of these platforms, moreover, 

farmers need to be assigned unique user identifiers, so that they can receive services tailored 

to their needs. And information needs to be governed in a way that makes most of it open 

source. Ethiopia’s digital soil map, for example, is public, so anybody can use the data. 

As the two of us began our careers, one of the big questions in development was whether 

the world would be able to feed itself in decades to come. Many predicted a coming global 

famine, so simply avoiding mass starvation has to be considered a significant success. But it is 

high time to move beyond simple calorie provision and think about agriculture in the 

developing world in a more holistic way. Smallholder farmers in Africa can finally be seen not 

just as part of the problem but also as part of the solution. Using digital technology to reach 

them, listen to them, support them, and help them organize holds out the potential for 

another agricultural revolution. Making sure the opportunity is seized will require policy 

changes, investments, and a great deal of effort on the part of everyone from government 

officials and entrepreneurs to agronomists and coders. But what is needed most is leaders 

who can envision a continent transformed. 
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 The Wobbler pictured above is still in great shape and resting in Lamberts Bay, 

while the pedaler, Rob, is laid up in Paarl Hospital. 

Sadly Rob fell off a ladder and broke his right arm – well the bone is actually 

smashed and according to the doctor is a bit like corn flakes! 

I do not have the details of why Rob was on a ladder or why he fell off or how 

high he was off the ground when the fall commenced. He has already had 

one operation and on 7th November he sms’d me – another op due – putting in 

an external plate. Bone too smashed for internal plate. Got to visit every 6 

weeks while they wait for bone to become strong enough to put internal plate 

in 3 – 4 months. Am now trying to source bedsitter/small accommodation in 

Paarl for 4 months. Frustrating but otherwise ok – love to all – take care.  

We certainly wish Rob a speedy recovery and once he is re-united with the 

Wobbler we hope he heads to the nearest airport and catches a plane to his 

ultimate destination in the UK where Jacqui will no doubt survey the bionic arm 

and have some stern words for Rob.  

I am looking forward to the graphic account of events once Rob is well 

enough to update his website at www.wobblingthroughafrica.com  

We thank PDG Alex van der Sluys (D9350) and Rtn Piet Gouws of the Rotary 

Club of Paarl who, in the true spirit of Rotary have come to Rob’s assistance.  

 


