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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

Please make a concerted 

effort to attend the next 

GTM of the E-Club of South 

Africa One at 7pm on 9th 
September 2014 

Rotarians should always be alert 

to ASK prospects to join Rotary – 

they may just be wearing a T-shirt 

with a big YES on it under their 

shirt waiting for the question – 
“would you like to join Rotary?” 

 
 

September is New Genera-

tions [Youth] month. 

Youth is the 5th Avenue of 

Service and this is what the 

Manual of Procedure has to 

say about it: 
YOUTH SERVICE 

Youth service recognizes the positive 

change implemented by youth and 

young adults through leadership 

development activities, involvement in 

community and international service 

projects, and exchange programs that 

enrich and foster world peace and 

cultural understanding. (SRCC 5) 

It is the responsibility of each Rotarian 

to prepare young people by 

improving their life skills to ensure a 

better future while recognizing the 

diversity of their needs. All clubs and 

districts are encouraged to undertake 

projects that support the fundamental 

needs of the New Generations: health, 

human values, education, and self-

development.  

(RCP 8.060.) (RCP – Rotary Code of Policies) 

  

 

 
Statement of Conduct for Working With 

Youth 

Rotary International strives to create 

and maintain a safe environment for 

all youth who participate in Rotary 

activities. To the best of their ability, 

Rotarians, Rotarians’ spouses and 

partners, and other volunteers must 

safeguard the children and young 

people they come into contact with 

and protect them from physical, 

sexual, and emotional abuse. (RCP 

2.110.1.)  

Youth Protection 

All Rotarians, clubs, and districts must 

follow the Statement of Conduct for 

Working With Youth and the RI 

guidelines for abuse and harassment 

prevention established by the general 

secretary, which include the following 

requirements: 1) An independent and 

thorough investigation must be made 

into any claims of sexual abuse or 

harassment.                        CONT ON PAGE 4 

Have FunHave FunHave FunHave Fun 

Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen ----    EditorEditorEditorEditor    
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 BIRTHDAYS 

SEPTEMBER 

21st John Fannin & Errol Martin 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER 

 2nd Arlene & Dave Arnold  

4TH Kudzai & Israel Mqingwana 

  

DATES TO DIARISE 

2014 

International Rotary Evening – Not sure that 

this event will still take place???? What a pity 

if it does not materialise  
 

DG’S VISIT – DATE STILL TO BE CONFIRMED 
 

5th September – Casual Day  
 

 

 

PEACE DAY CELEBRATION AT EKUTHULENI 

PRIMARY SCHOOL WILL BE ON 19TH SEPTEMBER 
   

 SEPT – POSSIBLE ‘END POLIO NOW’ PROMO-     

            TION AT A SHOPPING CENTRE 
 

24th OCT – WORLD POLIO DAY   
 

OCT – POSSIBLE ‘END POLIO NOW’ PROMO-    

          TION AT A SHOPPING CENTRE 
 

25TH OCT – MEMBERSHIP SEMINAR – DURBAN 

2015 

24TH to 26TH APRIL – DISCON IN BLOEMFONTEIN 
 

 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK –  

ROSTER FOR/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

8th Sept – David Tilling 

15th Sept – Patrick Kleu 

22nd Sept – John Fannin 

29th Sept – Pat Draper 

6TH Oct – Keshia Munsamy 

13th Oct – Ailsa Kaminski 

These are the dates YOU have chosen to 

provide the TOPIC of the Week. Please 

send the TotW to either President Irene or 

Club Admin director Gerald by at least 

the THURSDAY preceding the date of the 

TotW.   
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

 

PEACE DAY 2014 

This year our Club will sponsor Peace 

Day celebrations at Ekuthuleni Primary 

School. Peace Day falls on 21st 

September which is a Sunday but this 

will not be suitable for the school so 

the celebration will be on Friday 19th 

September at 11am to 1pm. 

An Essay/Reading and an Art 

competition are two of the activities 

that will take place.  
   

EAST COAST RADIO TOY STORY 2014 
 

Our club will be assisting East Coast Radio 

with this project again this year. No doubt 

we will have our A-team of volunteers to 

lend a helping hand when the volume of 

toys received for sorting and allocating 

peaks during the period from 8th to 19th 

December. Thanks to Ailsa Kaminski and 

her production team we have a catchy 

video of some of last year’s activities. 
 

 GoToMeeting – 19h00 to 20h00  

9th & 23rd September 

7th & 21st October 

4th & 18th November 

2nd December 

13th & 27th January 

DURING THE WEEK PRECEDING THE 

GTM, the log on code will be sent BY 

EMAIL to each member. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT FROM JULY THE GTM 

WILL BE ON A TUESDAY AND WILL START 

AT 19H00 INSTEAD OF 20H00  
 

ADVERTISING 

IN ROTARY AFRICA MAGAZINE 
 

Have you ever considered advertising 

your products or services in the Rotary 

Africa Magazine?  

You can obtain the 2014 Advertising 

rates on the Rotary Africa website @ 

www.rotaryafrica.com 
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE 

 
 

Dear Fellow Rotarians 
When last did you move house? Well I 
haven’t moved in 20 years and always 
believed that I wasn’t a hoarder but 
when I started sorting through cupboards 
it was a revelation to see how many 
unused items I had accumulated over 
the years and they were mainly books. 
Hate to admit it but I still had my 
daughter’s story books in boxes. 
Why I am mentioning this is that when I 
visited our 4 crèches in Lamontville last 
week, it struck me that although we have 
supplied educational toys, there were 
hardly any books there for the older 
children and the educators to read to 
them or introduce them to reading. These 
children are deprived of the basic 
knowledge of looking at a book and 
appreciating the skill of reading and are 
completely unprepared for their first year 
at school.   
We know that the benefits of reading 
start with the first story books a baby 
hears and continues into childhood and 
throughout the child’s life in our way of 
life.    
Our club’s main focus is on literacy and 
we have achieved a lot in this area at 
Ekuthuleni Primary School.  
 
 

Should we not now also be looking at our 
pre-schoolers and be assisting the crèche 
staff in helping to prepare the children for 
“big school” especially when it comes to 
the medium of English? The crèche 
teachers are happy to translate the 
content of the books and at the same 
time introduce these children to the 
English Language.   
Oprah Winfrey said: “Books were my 
personal pass to freedom. I learned to 
read at the age of three, and soon 
discovered there was a whole world to 
conquer that went beyond our farm in 
Mississippi”  
We know the benefits of reading or being 
introduced to reading. Kids who read 
often and widely get better at it. This is 
pretty much common sense. After all, 
practice makes perfect in almost 
everything we humans do and reading is 
no exception.  
Reading exercises our brain. Reading 
improves concentration. Reading 
teaches children about the world around 
them. Reading improves a child’s 
vocabulary and leads to more highly-
developed language skills. These are just 
some of the advantages.     
What I am asking our members, and this 
applies mainly to the Durbanites, is, 
seeing that most of your children have 
reached high school or university age, to 
check whether you have any books 
suitable for our crèches? I know it is 
difficult to part with them as it means 
giving away a memory of the days when 
your children were small and listened, 
wide-eyed to Mom or Dad reading the 
bedtime story. If you do have any books 
available, I am happy to collect them; 
just let me know. As you might have 
guessed the crèches have become my 
special project this year, simply because I 
believe that it is essential for reading to 
start early. Maybe we cannot ensure a 
better start to life for all of them but even 
if we only improve one life it will be worth 
the effort. Thank You.     
Have Fun, Have Fun, Have Fun, Have Fun, IreneIreneIreneIrene    
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CONT FROM PAGE 1 

2) Any adult involved in a Rotary youth program against whom an allegation of 

sexual abuse or harassment is made must be removed from all contact with youth 

until the matter is resolved.  

3) Any allegation of abuse must be immediately reported to the appropriate law 

enforcement agency, in accordance with RI’s zero-tolerance policy.  

4) A club must terminate the membership of any Rotarian who admits to, is 

convicted of, or is otherwise found to have engaged in sexual abuse or harassment. 

A non-Rotarian who admits to, is convicted of, or is otherwise found to have 

engaged in sexual abuse or harassment must be prohibited from working with youth 

in a Rotary context. A club may not grant membership to a person who is known to 

have engaged in sexual abuse or harassment.  

5) If an investigation into a claim of sexual abuse or harassment is inconclusive, then, 

for the safety of youth participants and the protection of the accused, additional 

safeguards must be put in place to ensure the protection of any youth with whom 

the individual may have future contact. If there are subsequent claims of sexual 

abuse or harassment, the adult shall be permanently prohibited from working with 

youth in a Rotary context. Regardless of criminal or civil guilt, the continued 

presence of the adult could be detrimental to the reputation of the organization 

and could be harmful to youth. It can also benefit the adult in preventing additional 

accusations from other youth. A person who is accused but later cleared of charges 

may apply to be reinstated to participate in youth programmes. Reinstatement is 

not a right, and no guarantee is made that he or she will be instated to his or her 

former position. (RCP 2.110.3.) 

Failure to Comply With Youth Protection Laws 

A club must appropriately address any allegations that one of its members has 

violated youth protection laws. Any club that fails to do so may have its membership 

suspended or terminated by the RI Board. (RIB 3.030.4.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 These may seem like onerous requirements but, because of past experiences, 

they are very necessary. Being involved with Youth Programmes carries with it a 

huge responsibility. Successful Youth programmes are very rewarding. ED 

These are some items that may be of interest to our Youth 
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The moat that surrounds the Tower of London has long stood empty and dry.  But now, what 

may look like gushing blood from its very walls, is actually something beautiful 

Read more about these ‘flowers’ of a different kind on page 6. 

The wild flowers in the Western Cape are particularly good this year. These are 
some of the photo’s June Fannin took when they took a trip to see the blooms 
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Incredible WWI Tribute in London Looks Like A River 

Of Blood… But Look Closer! By Steve Rushing   AUGUST 2, 2014  
World War I, known at the time as the Great War, was thought to be the war that 

would end all future wars.  All sides suffered an incredibly high number of needless 

deaths and the war devastated an entire generation.  In fact, the sheer amount of 

destruction and death has only been eclipsed by World War II. 

Since it ended, all countries involved have held memorials to remember their fallen 

dead who sacrificed their lives for the good of their country.  This fact is all the more 

so in England, where nearly a million people lost their lives.  What they've done to 

commemorate their fallen soldiers is truly beautiful, while also helping us understand 

the true scope of these soldiers' sacrifice.  Even a hundred years later, we should not 

forget their incredible acts of heroism. 

This summer, the moat has been filled with 888,246 red ceramic poppies, one 

for each British and Colonial soldier who perished during World War I. 
 

 

 

The last poppy will be symbolically planted on the last day of the installation: 

November 11, Armistice Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each 

evening, 

the Last Post 

will be 

sounded 

and a 

selection of 

names of 

the dead 

read out 

loud.   

It's a 

stunning 

and 

sobering 

commemo-

ration that 

befits the 
Great War. 
 

For the past few weeks, a team of 150 volunteers has 

been placing the 888 246 red ceramic poppies one by 

one around the Tower. 

The last poppy will be 

symbolically planted 

on the last day of the 

installation: November 

11, Armistice Day. 
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EMOYENI CRECHE 

They have received money from LOTTO 
and bought a combi, which enables them 
to collect the children from home in the 
morning and take them home at 16:30, 
which is an enormous help to the single 
parents who work, and now no longer 
need to leave work early to collect their 
children. 
The 

wooden 
hut that 

our Club provided is used as a classroom. 
The various age groups are taught about 
hygiene, life skills and stories to prepare 
them for primary school. As there are more 
than 240 children at that crèche they have 
done away with desk and the kids just sit 
on the floor. The principal cannot thank us enough for the classroom as she 
could never have achieved the teaching without it, because of the limited 

space she has in the house.  
She has now ventured into 
something new and has started a 
small vegetable garden. There is 
some barren land that will be 
turned into a large veggie garden. 
She has the right idea and involves 
the parents on weekends to clear 
the land. 
The place is immaculately clean 
and the building has recently been 
painted. Once the area that will 

become the veggie garden is cleared, she will need a fence as everyone 
who walks past there, even now, helps themselves to veggies from her little 
patch.  
We presented them with some 
books which were well received and 
they will make good use of them 
We are pleased that we have done 
our part for this crèche and we are 
confident that the Principal, Sandile 
Magutshwa will ensure that the 
crèche will continue to perform a 
useful service and we have no 
doubt that sustainability is secure.  
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EKWESI CRECHE  

This crèche is situated in one of the worst parts of 
Lamontville as it is on what used to be a squatter 
camp. The community now have RDP houses but no 
provision has been made for facilities for a crèche. 
Ekwesi crèche is slap bang in the middle of the 
houses and is housed in a container and a little 
garden hut and caters for 35 children. The Educator-

in-Charge is Zodwa Bhengu. Although they would benefit by having a more 
suitable building all they really require right now is a supply of educational 

toys. The creche has 
nothing to further 
stimulate the minds 
of her charges 
ranging in age from 
2 to 4 at this stage. 
The container is 
divided into a tiny 
office and the kitchen sink. There are no cooking 

facilities to provide meals for the children. Some parents provide lunch and 
Zodwa is often required to use her own funds to buy food. The 2 year olds are 
housed in the little garden hut and the older ones in the container. She has 2 

volunteers who help her. President Irene reports 
that she has never seen a crèche with so few toys 
and with no educational material. She is providing 
a useful service so that the parents, mostly single 
mothers, are able to work and earn a living 
otherwise the children may well be abandoned. 
Apart from reading stories to the children from an 
old book, there is nothing to assist with the 
stimulation of the minds of the children.  

This is a creche that is deserving of our further support to possibly put really 
big smiles on the faces of the children. 
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Seth Shostak 

Senior Astronomer, SETI Institute 

Posted: 08/19/2014 10:51 am EDT Updated: 08/19/2014 10:59 am EDT   

 
The first telescopes were toys, charming amusements. Sure, there were a few practical uses, 

such as observing distant ships coming into harbor. Doing so allowed merchants to hurry 

down to the docks ahead of their telescope-free competitors, and snag all the better goods. 

Military commanders occasionally found telescopes handy as well. And when they weren't 

being used for commerce or conflict, these simple devices were undoubtedly helpful for 

checking out the personal parameters of careless neighbors. 

In 1609, Galileo turned a telescope skyward -- a move that no one else seems to have 

considered. His instruments had lenses about the size of a half-dollar coin, and magnifications 

that were only about 20 times. Their simple optics had more aberrations than Vlad the 

Impaler.  

Today, you wouldn't give a kid a telescope this lousy, unless you're inspiring her to forsake 

science in favor of a more lucrative occupation, like starching shirts. But these low-grade 

constructions were good enough to see the bigger moons of Jupiter, the craters of the 

moon, and stars making up the Milky Way. They were, despite their pitiful specifications, 

arguably the most important astronomical telescopes of all time. 

Modern researchers would find Galileo's 'scopes useful only for batting Whiffle balls. They've 

moved on to bigger and better, and today are building some truly impressive instruments: a 

new generation of titanic telescopes that sport primary mirrors larger than tennis courts. 

These will snag a million times as much light as Galileo's instrument, which is really the 

motivation for their construction. But, thanks to an ability to undo a lot of the distortions 

caused by Earth's shuddering atmosphere, these new outsized 'scopes will be about as 

hawkeyed as the famed Hubble instrument -- able to see detail at a level of about 0.1 

seconds of arc. That's enough to just make out a dime a dozen miles away. 

Impressive, yes, but no one cares about examining far-off dimes. What about inspecting 

worlds around other stars, the so-called exoplanets that dominate a lot of astronomy news 

these days? Well, with these new giant telescopes, any Earth-size exoplanet would be smaller 

than one pixel in size. It would be a thoroughly unresolved pinpoint of light. 

Useful, but not entirely gratifying! 

I think it's fair to say that, given your 'druthers, you'd want an instrument that could map 

exoplanets in the kind of detail you get with Google Earth, with enough resolution to actually 

see the Great Wall of the Klingons, in case they've built one. 

Could we construct such a telescope ... ever?                                                  CONT ON PAGE 10 

 

 

Seeing that our Newsletter OUTA SPACE is often erroneously referred to as Outer Space 

by some of our readers, it is appropriate that we include something about outer space 

for their benefit. Ed 
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Here's what it takes: Let's assume that all the alien worlds you wish to view up close 

and personal are no more than 100 light-years away. That might sound pretty 

cramped to astronomy nerds, but there are probably several hundred thousand 

planets within that distance - enough to gratify even the most spirited voyeur. 

At 100 light-years, something the size of a Honda Accord -- which I propose as a 

standard imaging test object -- subtends an angle of a half-trillionth of a second of 

arc. In case that number doesn't speak to you, it's roughly the apparent size of a cell 

nucleus on Pluto, as viewed from Earth. 

You will not be stunned to hear that resolving something that minuscule requires a 

telescope with a honking size. At ordinary optical wavelengths, "honking" works out 

to a mirror 100 million miles across. You could nicely fit a reflector that large between 

the orbits of Mercury and Mars. Big, yes, but it would permit you to examine 

exoplanets in incredible detail. 

The down side is obvious: Who could ever construct such a thing? Well, fortunately, 

no one has to. Instead, you could field a phalanx of small mirrors in space, spread 

out over 100 million miles. They wouldn't even have to maintain a fixed pattern, as 

long as you could accurately keep track of their relative positions. 

No huge mirror: just a manageable number of small ones. The ability to see detail 

would be the same. And, of course, it's a heck of a lot easier to turn an array of small 

instruments to different places on the sky than to pivot a 100 million-mile monstrosity. 

Of course, there are a few small problems of principle here. You need to collect 

enough light to make the imaging possible, and correct for the fact that the target 

exoplanet is both rotating and sliding across the sky. Both problems can be dealt 

with, at least in theory -- which suggests that they can also be dealt with in practice, 

given sufficient effort. 

But think of the implications. There's a lot of talk about interstellar travel, and whether 

we will ever be capable of rocketing to other stars. It's a tough thing to do. 

However, if the type of telescope described here can be built, then the tyranny of 

distance is vanquished. You can forget deep space probes and their long travel 

times. We could explore alien worlds in the comfort of our own homes, as our 

laptops scroll and zoom through data sets collected by a mammoth, space-based 

telescope array. 

It would also, quite obviously, be a whole new way to search for extraterrestrial life 

.... just look for it, or its artifacts (like cities). 

This is, to my mind, the ultimate telescope. It's not for our generation to build, or even 

the next two. But after that ...? 

For More – go to: Spaceflight Telescope Exoplanets  

 

  MORE NEWS FROM OUTER SPACE – Six-billion kilometres and 10 years later, 

scientists are close to landing the spacecraft, Rosetta on Comet 

67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko. It appears that a decision now needs to be 

made on the most appropriate site to land the Philae lander early in 

November. 

“Arriving at the comet is only the beginning of an even bigger adventure, 

with greater challenges still to come as we learn how to operate in this 

unchartered environment, start to orbit and, eventually land” says Sylvian 

Lodiot, Operations Manager of the European Space Agency [ESA].  

Rosetta is an ESA mission with contributions from its member states and 

Nasa. For more, see the website: http://www.esa.int/rosetta 

ED – just thought you needed to know all about this OUTER SPACE stuff.  
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MAKES YOU THINK, DOESN’T IT? 

SIGNS 

On a Septic Tank Truck: 
Yesterday's Meals on 

Wheels 

On a Plumber's truck: 

'We repair what your 

husband fixed.' 

On another Plumber's 

truck: 
'Don't sleep with a drip. 

Call your plumber.' 

On a Church's Bill board: 

'7 days without God 

makes one weak.' 

At an Optometrist's 

Office: 
'If you don't see what 

you're looking for, you've 

come to the right place.' 

On a Fence: 

'Salesmen welcome! 

Dog food is expensive! 

Outside a Car Exhaust 

Store: 

'No appointment 

necessary. We hear you 

coming.' 

In a Vets waiting room: 

'Be back in 5 minutes. 

Sit! Stay!' 

In a Restaurant window: 

'Don't stand there and 

be hungry; come on in 

and get fed up.' 

Sign on the back of yet 

another 

Septic Tank Truck: 
Caution - This Truck is full of 

Political Promises' 

In the front yard of a 

Funeral Home: 
'Drive carefully. We'll wait.' 

And don't forget the 

sign at a 

RADIATOR SHOP: 

'Best place in town to 

take a leak.' 
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If you don't pay your exorcist you can get repossessed. With her marriage, she got a 

new name and a dress. A boiled egg is hard to beat. When you've seen one shopping 

center you've seen a mall. Police were called to a day care where a three-year-old 

was resisting a rest. If you take a laptop computer for a run you could jog your 

memory. When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds The guy who fell onto an 

upholstery machine was fully recovered. He had a photographic memory which was 

never developed. When she saw her first strands of gray hair, she thought she'd dye. 

Acupuncture: a jab well done. 

And now as we get back to Earth here And now as we get back to Earth here And now as we get back to Earth here And now as we get back to Earth here 

are some points to ponder………………..are some points to ponder………………..are some points to ponder………………..are some points to ponder………………..    

Clever, Lexiphiles   
You know - you can tune a piano, but you 

can't tuna fish or I wondered why the baseball 

was getting bigger. Then it hit me...etc.) 

To write with a broken pencil is pointless. 

When fish are in schools they sometimes take 

debate. 

A thief who stole a calendar got twelve 

months. 

The professor discovered that her theory of 

earthquakes was on shaky ground. 

The batteries were given out free of charge. 

A dentist and a manicurist married.  They 

fought tooth and nail. 

A will is a dead giveaway. 

And now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACE    


