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APRIL this year is MAGAZINE Month
for the last time in the Rotary
Calendar – from next year it will be
recognised as MATERNAL AND
CHILD HEALTH in the Rotary
Calendar.
In the Rotary World Magazine Press
there is the flagship publication
‘The Rotarian’ and then there are
several regional magazines, one of
which is Rotary Africa which covers
the English speaking countries of
Sub-Saharan Africa.
In addition to this there are
umpteen smaller ‘magazines’ – the
District and Club newsletters and
bulletins which are all aimed at
providing
Rotarians
with
information about Rotary and their
communities in which Rotarians do
many good deeds while practising
our Rotary motto of Service Above
Self.
This
is
the
way
Rotary
communicates with its members
but what is it that is really still
missing? Probably COMMUNICATION between members! I guess
there are members amongst us

For those of our
members who
Celebrate Easter during
the coming week end

who often communicate with a few
of our members on a regular basis
which is much like sitting next to the
same member at a Rotary luncheon
each week.
With our membership nearing 50,
perhaps we need to do something
more pro-active.
We could divide the Club into 10
groups of 5 each and ask members
to make contact with each other
and then after 1 or 2 months we
could rotate the members in the
groups.
We have the perfect way to do this.
In our Members Clubhouse there is
the ABOUT ME dropdown where
members in the group are able to
send messages to each other
without
having
to
do
emails/facebook/phone calls etc.
This would mean that members
would need to check their own
ABOUT ME blog regularly – we are still
working on a system to get a
message to the members to say they
have a message!
What do you think?

Have Fun
Gerald Sieberhagen - Editor

HAPPY
EASTER
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GETTING CONNECTED
There is an ongoing drive to get members to register on www.rotary.org for
‘My Rotary’. Have you?
Here are the steps once you have entered the rotary.org/myrotary site.

Sign In
Sign-in Email *

Forgot email?

To retrieve your sign-in email, please contact us by email or phone.
Password *

Forgot password?

Remember me

Remember me
Select this option to stay signed in to the site for up to 30 days.
Sign In

Why Create An Account?
Signing in to My Rotary gives you a customized experience and easier access to tools and
information that are relevant to you.
Anyone can create an account and sign in. Existing Member Access users can re-register with
their current user ID. For tips on registering and using the site, see our website resources. For
assistance, contact us.
Create Account
Hope you succeeded in creating YOUR account on rotary.org
Now register on our District Club Runner
Our District uses Club Runner and there you also need to log on to
www.rotary9370.org and navigate your way to your profile.
And of course you are all able to access our E-Club website Members
Clubhouse
Our Club website is to be found at www.rotaryeclubsa.org and you need to
be heard in the Members Clubhouse.
Please let us know how you managed these 3 simple or simply complicated
tasks.
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More about
about www.rotary.org
www.rotary.org
Making the most of
Rotary’s online tools
Posted on November
International

18,

2014

by

Rotary

Himal Pandya leads a digital workshop in
Gujarat, India.
By Himal Pandya, a member of the Rotary
Club of Bhavnagar Royal, Gujarat, India
We conducted a digital workshop recently
to give incoming leaders in Rotary District
3060, eastern India, hands-on training on
how to use Rotary’s website and various
other online tools to manage their clubs
and publicize Rotary’s good works. It was
my pleasure to walk participants through
how to register on Rotary.org, edit their
profiles, share a project on Rotary Showcase, and much more.
Our district leaders were so excited about the results that they called for additional
workshops to be held throughout the district to teach incoming club officers. I
strongly encourage you to consider conducting a workshop to give your club and
district officers’ hands-on experience with these tools.
Technology is transforming our world, and making it possible to share instantly
through social media. We must keep up. As a regular visitor to Rotary.org, I explore
the website almost every day for at least an hour. But not every Rotary leader is tech
savvy. These workshops assist those less familiar with online tools on how to make
the most of Rotary Club Central, Rotary Showcase, Rotary Ideas, Discussion
Groups, the Brand Center, this Rotary Voices blog, the Learning Center, and others.
Here’s a brief list of things we taught in the workshop (and great things for you to
practice on your own):

Registering on Rotary.org

Creating a profile and updating it with personal details

Entering and updating goals in Rotary Club Central

Browsing the news and feature section

Participating in discussion groups

Browsing projects on Rotary Ideas

Sharing a project on Rotary Showcase

Using the grant application tool
Include a digital workshop at your leadership training events. You will be surprised at
how user-friendly and versatile Rotary’s online tools are.
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BIRTHDAYS
APRIL
1st – Arlene Arnold
3rd – Keshia Munsamy
9th – Sandy Botha
16th – David Krug
22nd – Keith Kirton
25th – Emmanuel Ntondo

ANNIVERSARIES
APRIL
2nd – Jayne & Errol Martin
6th – Gerald & Sue Sieberhagen
8th – Pat & Beryl Draper
27th – Keith & Rae Kirton
30th – Peter & Sandy Brauteseth

DATES TO DIARISE

2015
23rd April – WORLD BOOK DAY

24th APRIL – CHARTER CEREMONY of
INTERACT CLUB of EKUTHULENI in School
Library at 14h00
24TH to 26TH APRIL – DISCON IN BLOEMFONTEIN
5th MAY - DG VISIT to our E-Club on GTM

EVENTS AND PROJECTS

GLOBAL GRANT 1418817
Some photos are posted on page 10

GLOBAL GRANT 1527880
Nothing new to report

THE
INTERACT
CLUB
of
EKUTHULENI Charter at 14H00 on
FRIDAY 24TH APRIL 2015.
This is a milestone event for our E-Club:
the Charter of our first Interact Club.
We need your support so please
make every effort to attend this event.
Maybe we could even consider doing
a video of the proceedings.
Any ideas from members will be
welcomed.
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT
Our Clubs’ involvement at Educare Centres is
proving to be more relevant.

7-8-9TH Oct – Rotary Family Health Days

PROJECT DIGNITY
This project will continue to have a major
impact on the lives of many young girls.

1st to 7th Nov – World Interact Week

SCIENCE RESOURCES to the value of R100k

WEEKLY TOPIC - ROSTER FOR MAR to JUNE
13th Apr – Michael Chen
20th Apr – Andisha Maharaj
27th Apr – Jeff Watts
4th May – Patrick Kleu
11th May – Gunnar Light
18th May – Rob Lindegger
25th May – Aadila Sabat
1st June – Suresh Setty
8th June – Maxwell Pomeyie
15th June – Peter Mugisha
22nd June – Irene Kotze
29th June – Jean Singh
Please send your TotW to either President
Irene or Club Admin director Gerald by at
least the THURSDAY preceding the date of
the TotW. It always makes it easier if
Rotarians send their TotW well ahead of
time. Alternatively, if you are unable to
fulfil your duty, please advise us well
ahead of time so that we are able to find
a replacement.

have been secured for Ekuthuleni Primary
School by Nareshini Ranganthan.

GoToMeeting – 19h00 to 20h00
7th & 21st April

5th May – DG VISIT to our E-Club
19th May
2nd & 23rd June
DURING THE WEEK PRECEDING THE
GTM, the log on code will be sent BY
EMAIL to each member.

ADVERTISING
IN ROTARY AFRICA MAGAZINE
Have you ever considered advertising
your products or services in the Rotary
Africa Magazine? Or do you know of
a business that may wish to do so?
You can obtain the 2014 Advertising
rates on the Rotary Africa website @
www.rotaryafrica.com
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE

Hello Fellow Rotarians
Do you remember covering your
school books at the beginning of a
school year? Trying to get the plastic
cover just perfect? [Editor – Dear President
when most of us were covering our school
books, plastic was in its infancy so we all must
have used the good old reliable brown paper,
but oh yes, our children and grandchildren
would have introduced us to plastic]

Well, I had great fun together with a
number of volunteers helping THE
LEARN PROJECT cover 600 books for
the Buhlebethu Primary School. The
Learn Project reaches out to schools
in need. Their goal is to equip these
schools with reading books and
stationery to create a positive
educational
environment
where
learners and teachers can reach their
full potential. This is a worthwhile
project.
Literacy is the cornerstone of
development and education and is
traditionally understood as the ability
to comprehend the written word as
well as understanding language and
pictures. Over the years our E-Club
has achieved much, thanks to
overseas and local sponsors as well as
our members. Without a doubt the
best place to start, is with the youth
from a very early age.

WORLD BOOK DAY is an annual event
celebrated throughout the world on
23rd April. It is organised by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to
promote reading.
It would be marvellous if our Club
could do our own book drive but with
our membership spread far and wide
this is not possible.
However,
commencing on 1st April, bookshops
across South Africa will have dump
bins where a selected list of books
have been set aside to promote
reading. What if each of us just
purchased one book and put it in the
bin – with a little note “from the E-Club
of South Africa One’’ or better still,
simply print and sign the attached
template and paste it in the front of
the book. Without a doubt, some
child will benefit. This time our EXOTICS
are also able to participate as there is
no
doubt
a
school
in
your
neighbourhood!
Our contributions
will not only Be a Gift to someone’s
World, it might also Light Up
someone’s Life.
HAVE FUN making the choice.

Irene
Check out this club
http://www.trumbullrotary.org/#!tr
umbull-rotary-sponsors/c3kh
Once you have looked at this link please
let us know what you think?
Should our E-Club be doing something
similar?
Is there enough incentive to be doing
this?
Do you think that our members would
have the appetite to follow this
through?
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The TOP 10 Rotary myths revealed
It is common for many people that don't always fully understand what we do and who we
are in Rotary.
So we thought we'd share with you some answers to the TOP 10 myths we bump into out
there in the community. [From Rotary Down Under]
Myth 1 - Rotary is for men only
Rotary International began in 1905, and for the first 84 years of its existence, it is true that
women were not admitted into membership. But as the prevalence of female business
leaders began to grow, and in response to a ground swell of demand for female admission,
Rotary changed its legislation in 1989 to admit women. Today women represent
approximately 17% of Rotary membership in Australia, yet leadership positions filled by
women are well above this percentage. Women are welcome in Rotary, and we are
desperately keen to increase our female membership.
Myth 2 - Rotary is for old people
Some believe that one’s age is just a number, and it is one’s attitude that is important. So I
guess that depends on at which age you believe “old” cuts in, but you can join Rotary at 18
or 118!. Either way, Rotary welcomes “younger” members with open arms. We are
depending on them to keep our organisation vibrant.
Myth 3 - You have to attend every week
Most Rotary clubs meet on a weekly basis, and members are encouraged to attend
whenever possible, but we understand that there are many demands on the time of today’s
business professional. In addition to regular club meetings, Rotarians have other ways to
become involved, such as fundraising activities, community service projects, leadership
training events and social activities. Some members are able to attend every week, but
some prefer to contribute in other ways. We prefer to focus on what you can give, not what
you can’t.
Myth 4 - Rotary is only for Doctors, Lawyers and CEOs
Rotary’s membership base is a broad cross section of people from diverse backgrounds,
cultures and professions. Our diversity is our strongest asset. Teachers, bankers, accountants,
retailers, students, plumbers, electricians, health care workers, farmers… you name it, they
are all represented in Rotary. Work from home? Just starting out in business? Moving up
through the ranks? Made it to the top? Retired? There is a role for you in Rotary.
Myth 5 - Membership is by invitation only
Anyone can visit and join Rotary club. There are no secret handshakes or “member only”
rituals in Rotary. We accept members from all walks of life, and have no cultural or religious
barriers or expectations. Meetings are open and everyone is welcome. If after attending a
few meetings, you have shown interest in joining a club, and you are a person of good
standing in the community, you will more than likely be asked to join.
Myth 6 - Rotary is a religious organisation or a secret society
Rotary is non-religious and non-political. We have no secret handshake, no secret meetings
and no secret rituals. It is an open organisation of men and women who simply believe in
helping others.
Myth 7 - All Rotarians do is cook barbeques
Yes, we cook the world's best sausages but soon you’ll realise that’s not the only thing we do.
Rotary clubs adopt many initiatives for raising funds to support their projects. Barbeques are a
part of life in Australia, and it’s true that they are one of the more visible methods by which
Rotary clubs raise their funds, but behind the scenes there are many less obvious ways that
hard working Rotarians raise their funds and contribute to the community.
Myth 8 - You’ve seen one Rotary club, you’ve seen them all
There are over 34,000 Rotary clubs in the world (over 1,100 in Australia) and no two are the
same. They are all unique, with unique members, unique projects, and unique culture. Each
has its own board of directors who administer the club autonomously. One of them is just
right for you!
CONT ON PAGE 7
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Myth 9 - You cannot discuss your business or profession in Rotary
The first ever Rotary meeting, 110 years ago in Chicago, was initiated to serve the
professional and social interests of its members. But as Rotary grew, members began pooling
their resources and contributing their talents to help serve communities in need. Rotary is now
the world’s premier humanitarian service organisation, but its roots are firmly embedded in
business networking.
Myth 10 - Rotary is an “old fashioned” organisation, with boring and ritualistic meetings
As a century old organisation, it’s reasonable to expect that there are some long observed
traditions in some clubs. But the very highest levels of Rotary leadership, both at global and
local level, are encouraging clubs to innovate and become more progressive in the way
they do things. Every club is different. Some are more progressive, and some have a more
traditional culture. But let there be no doubt, Rotary is changing for the better. Give Rotary a
go TODAY!
We think these myths have been totally busted!

I believe that there are probably many more than 10 myths in Rotary –
what do you think? Ed

This is No Myth…………..
Myth…………..

Happy recipients of TOMS Shoes – learners at the Hazelmere
Primary School received a consignment of TOMS Shoes.
There is still much that can be done for this school………………
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INDUCTION of
of ANGIE
ANGIE GOODY

The Rotary Club of Kenton on Sea held an International Dinner on Tuesday 24th
March. This was the ideal opportunity for them to induct Angie Goody [second
from the right] on behalf of President Irene Kotze.
We attempted to do a link up with them during our GTM but failed to get the
correct level of signal for them to ‘show’ us the proceedings.
Nevertheless the Induction went ahead as planned. Past President Stella
Swanson read the Induction message sent to her by President Irene while Jo
Wilmot, Angie’s sponsor and Kenton on Sea president, Louis Hattingh followed
the proceedings.
Our E-Club thanks Jo Wilmot for the introduction and we extend a warm Rotary
WELCOME to Angie.

Whatever I had in this space before has
been eliminated. I was unable to open
the page after I had finalised it – I think
it was some dialogue between Teachers and children – dangerous to use!!!!
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Letter of Appreciation
RAY HULETT HOUSE
25 March 2015
Mrs. Irene Kotze
c/o Rotary E–Club of South Africa One
It’s not every day that people are reminded of the goodness of others, but here at
Tafta this is exactly what happens. Support from generous donors, like you help us
give the older people in our care a meaningful life, a life of fun, laughter and most
especially a life of worth.
We would like to take this opportunity to say a big Thank You for donating lights that
will be used in our kitchen and Assisted Living Unit during load shedding. Also for the
keen interest that was shown in upgrading our facilities for the elderly.
Your support is a welcomed assurance that there are still generous, kind hearted
people to whom the plight of the elderly does matter.
Again we are speechless, how can we ever thank you enough for the wonderful
way in which you take care of their needs? The residents are so grateful for what you
have done for them. We are fortunate to have the backing of donors like you that
use their strength, commitment and generosity to extend a helping hand to those
that need it the most.
"Charity is a supreme virtue and great channel through which the mercy of God is
passed on to mankind. It is a virtue that unites men and inspires their noblest effort".
- Conrad Hilton Yours sincerely
Rani Govender
Supervisor: Ray Hulett House
Visit our website
: www.tafta.org.za
IRISH HUMOUR
Definition of an Irish husband: He hasn't kissed his wife for twenty years, but he
will kill any man who does.
Murphy told Quinn that his wife was driving him to drink. Quinn thinks he's very
lucky because his own wife makes him walk.
The late Bishop Sheen stated that the reason the Irish fight so often among
themselves is that they're always assured of having a worthy opponent.
Question
Why are Irish jokes so simple?
Answer - So the English can understand them.
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GLOBAL GRANT 1418817

The toilet block at QUAMAKILE LOWER PRIMARY SCHOOL is starting to take shape
Here is a newspaper article (in
Zulu) about the post school
training course taking place at
UMTHOMBO SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL. In principle it
translates to "A Youth project in
Mpophomeni" and the caption
repeats
this
but
includes
"arranged
by
Rotary
and
Midlands Meander."
This is
repeated in the text. They have
called themselves

shown exactly as they wrote it
on their meeting room wall. It's
early days yet but it seems to be
going well. The three older
ladies in the picture are the
facilitators from MMAEP.
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MPOPHOMENI
MPOPHOMENI SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS UPGRADE

Sifisesihle Primary School which is one of the schools in the Mpophomeni area where Global Grant
No 1418817 is taking place. The Jungle Gym installation is outside of the Global Grant funding.
Rtn Strini Reddy of the Rotary Club of Winnipeg, Canada, secured the funding for this project.

A school playground
has
suddenly come
alive and as
Pat Draper says
“The smiles on
the faces of the
kids are the
only payment
we get but it
does give one
a lift”.
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The best sermons are lived, not preached....
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today, I interviewed my grandmother for part of a research paper I'm working
on for my Psychology class. When I asked her to define success in her own
words, she said, “Success is when you look back at your life and the memories
make you smile.”
Today, I asked my mentor - a very successful business man in his 70s, what his
top 3 tips are for success. He smiled and said, “Read something no one else is
reading, think something no one else is thinking, and do something no one
else is doing.”
Today, after a 72 hour shift at the fire station, a woman ran up to me at the
grocery store and gave me a hug. When I tensed up, she realized I didn’t
recognize her. She let go with tears of joy in her eyes and the most sincere
smile and said, “On 9-11-2001, you carried me out of the World Trade Center.”
Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car, I sat on the side of the
road holding him and crying. And just before he died, he licked the tears off
my face.
Today at 7AM, I woke up feeling ill, but decided I needed the money, so I
went into work. At 3 PM I got laid off. On my drive home I got a flat tire.
When I went into the trunk for the spare, it was flat too. A man in a BMW
pulled over, gave me a ride, we chatted, and then he offered me a job. I
start tomorrow.
Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood around my mother’s
hospital bed, my mother uttered her last coherent words before she died.
She simply said, “I feel so loved right now. We should have gotten together
like this more often.”
Today, I kissed my dad on the forehead as he passed away in a small hospital
bed. About 5 seconds after he passed, I realized it was the first time I had
given him a kiss since I was a little boy.
Today, in the cutest voice, my 8-year-old daughter asked me to start
recycling. I chuckled and asked, “Why?” She replied, “So you can help me
save the planet.” I chuckled again and asked, “And why do you want to
save the planet?” Because that's where we keep all our stuff,” she said.
Today, when I witnessed a 27-year-old breast cancer patient laughing
hysterically at her 2-year-old daughter’s antics, I suddenly realized that I need
to stop complaining about my life, and start celebrating it again.
Today, a boy in a wheelchair saw me desperately struggling on crutches with
my broken leg and offered to carry my backpack and books for me. He
helped me all the way across campus to my class and as he was leaving he
said, “I hope you feel better soon.”
Today, I was feeling down because the results of a biopsy came back
malignant. When I got home, I opened an e-mail that said, “Thinking of you
today. If you need me, I’m just a phone call away.” It was from a high school
friend I hadn’t seen in 10 years.
Today, I was travelling in Kenya and I met a refugee from Zimbabwe. He said
he hadn’t eaten anything in over 3 days and looked extremely skinny and
unhealthy. Then my friend offered him the rest of the sandwich he was
eating. The first thing the man said was, “We can share it.”
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Your only excuse now for not attending the District Conference is that you will
be attending the Charter of the Interact Club of Ekuthuleni

The British Penny: European
Union Directive No. 456179
In order to bring about
further integration with the
single European currency,
the Euro, all citizens of the
United Kingdom of Great
Britain
and
Northern
Ireland must be made
aware that the phrase
"Spending a Penny" is not
to be used after 31 March
2015.
From this date
onwards, the correct term
will be: "Euronating".
It is hoped that this will be
a great relief to everyone.
If you have any questions,
just give me a tinkle.
From the one and only Jeff Watts

And now we are once again OUTA SPACE

