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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

Please remember that it is the 

responsibility of each Rotarian 

to introduce prospective 

Rotarians. 

Rotarians should always be on 

the lookout for suitable 

projects that would be suitable 

for our E-Club to undertake. 

 
We are reaching the end of 

Vocational Service Month and 

moving into one of the most 

celebrated and popular months in 

the Rotary Calendar, The Rotary 

Foundation Month. 

There is lots of information on the 

rotary.org website about our 

Foundation so we will not repeat 

any of that here. 

Our Club celebrated World Polio 

Day by having an awareness 

exhibition at Musgrave Centre, in 

Durban. 

Seven of our members turned up at 

different times to tell the public 

about our Polio Eradication efforts 

and once again it was quite 

amazing to hear how little the 

general public knew about polio 

and the fact that it has still not 

been eradicated from Nigeria. “I 

thought polio was finished” was a 

common statement. Our reply: “Yes 

in South Africa, but not in the whole 

of Africa yet” invariably was met 

with a response of “How can I 

help?” 

We also spoke to people who had 

a family member who was a polio 

 

 

Victim and in particular heard a 

mothers story of how her daughter 

contracted polio at 18 months and 

through perseverance was able to 

walk again 16 years later!! The 

daughter is now 58. 

We also took the opportunity of 

talking to people about Rotary, 

which, like Polio, seemed to be 

something that many people had 

not heard about or were unsure 

about. 

One very interesting discussion with 

someone who appeared to be 

40’ish was his response that he was 

too old for Rotary. It transpired that 

this all came about when the “New 

Generations Club” was being 

started in the Highway area and 

members below the age of 35 

were being sought!!  

I really need to comment about 

something very important now – no 

actually there isn’t enough space 

left on this page so will reserve that 

comment for a later page.   
    

Have FunHave FunHave FunHave Fun    
Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen ----    EditorEditorEditorEditor    



 

 

 

  

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
Page 2 

 
 

 BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER 

29th - THARAMATHIE KISTNASAMY 

NOVEMBER 

1st PETER BRETHERTON  

5TH MARK ROUILLARD 

6TH TREVOR MITCHELL 

13TH BOB KISTNASAMY 

22ND RENE ANDRIES 

26TH SUZANNE EDMUNDS 

ANNIVERSARIES 
NOVEMBER 

9TH PENNY & MUSA PHEWA 

12TH ANGIE & TREVOR MITCHELL 

17TH BARBARA & THEMBA NJAPHA 

23RD E-CLUB 3RD CHARTER ANNIVERSARY 

DATES TO DIARISE 

2013 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER – EAST COAST 

RADIO TOY STORY  
 

23RD NOVEMBER – 3RD CHARTER CELEBRATION – 

YEAR END FUNCTION – ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING – VENUE TO BE ADVISED 
 

 

2014 

11th to 14th April – District 9370 Conference  

                              On board MSC Opera  
 

13th to 19th July  

8th WORLD ROTARY CRICKET FESTIVAL in 

NOTTINGHAM UK. SA nearly has a full team. 

2019 

AFRICA CALLING – DURBAN for 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
 

TOPICS OF THE WEEK ROSTER FOR NOV 

4th November – Jenna & Gil Lewinsky 

11th November – Sue Hawkins 

18th November – Bob Kistnasamy 

2nd December – Tsaone Mabelane 

Please remember to let President Irene 

have your TOPIC of the Week by the pre-

ceding Friday 
 

GoToMeeting – 20h00 to 21h00** 

28th Oct - General & 2014 Conference 

11th Nov - Bob Kistnasamy – Olympic      

                  Container Project OR  ????? 

13th Jan - TBA 

27th Jan - TBA 
 

 

 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 
NOKWAZI COMMUNITY GARDENS – President 

Irene Kotze is spearheading this project and 

has called on Les Hutton to provide some 

expert input 

 

oOo 

 

GEE WHIZ – an ongoing project for the 

distribution of surplus clothing. Rosemarie Gee 

returned to Norway on 26th October and the 

project has a volunteer. 

Thank you, Angie Mitchell for volunteering to 

be the receiver and temporary storage depot 

for the surplus clothing. Members, please 

remember that when you deliver used 

clothing to Angie that the clothes must be 

clean and neatly folded. The clothing may be 

dropped off, either at Our Lady of Fatima 

School or at her home at 18 Clarendon Drive, 

Durban North [please make prior 

arrangements with Angie] 

But most importantly, the clothes donated by 

Rosemarie that got this project going have 

been successfully donated to Kerr House, 

which is a Home of Women who need some 

care. 

 

oOo 

 

Please make a prominent diary note – the 23rd 

November is the 3rd Anniversary of our e-club 

Charter. This will also be our Year End Function 

as well as our AGM. At the AGM we confirm 

the election of our President for 2014/15 and 

nominate a President for 2015/16. The 

Secretary and Treasurer for 2014/15 will also 

be elected. 

The President for 2014/15 will then approach 

members to serve as the five Directors of the 

Board for 2014/15. It always assists a President 

if members volunteer for these positions, so 

please do not be shy. You may nominate 

members for the various positions and an 

email to that effect will be sent to members 

during the first week of November. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Quotable quote: 

In ancient times cats were 

worshipped as Gods, they 

have not forgotten this 

-Terry Pratchett 
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE 

 

Dear members 
 
There are now 44 members in the 
club, men and women ranging in 
age from 24 to 81. We are, among 
others, educators, entrepreneurs, 
government employees, business 
people and retirees. We are your 
neighbours, your co-workers and 
your friends. Some of us have met 
F2F, others we have met on the 
Internet and through our website. 
We are your average run of the mill 
people. We like to think of 
ourselves as “a small group of 
ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things”.  
 
When a group of average people 
get together and focus on a 
common purpose, the results are, 
in a word, extraordinary. We don’t 
say that to brag, but rather to 
mean that the things we have 
done as a Club go well beyond 
what any one of us could have 

done by ourselves.  

We participate in our communities 
in many ways, such as by donating 
learning material, books  and 
dictionaries to school children, 
helping to create vegetable 
gardens, adding additional space 
and educational toys  to crèches, 
taking children on outings and so 
the list goes on.  
 
One can wonder how a small 
group of run-of –the mill – people is 
able to do all this. The truth is we 
would not be able to accomplish 
any of it without support from our 
donors both local and overseas 
and the tireless effort of our 
members to find ways and means 
to obtain the necessary funding. 
 
We may be a small group but we 
are by no means working in 
isolation. It is the boundless support 
we receive that enables us to do 
the things that we do. After all it is 
our member’s efforts that are both 
the reason and the power that 
drives everything we do! 
 
A special word of welcome to our 
3 new members, Gareth Morgan 
and Derek & Lily Houston – may 
you all find membership of our club 
a most rewarding experience. 
 
Thank you from your President  

IreneIreneIreneIrene    

PS – What a glorious win for the Sharks 

– I know we have some members in 

the Cape but 3 of you had your roots 

in Natal and Patrick spent enough 

time in KZN to have been converted!!    
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Quique and President Irene Kotze 

exchanging club banners. 

 

Quique is now on the YE Cape tour. They 

will travel to Gariep dam, Graaff Reinet, 

Oudtshoorn, Montagu, Simonstown, Cape 

Town, Knysna, East London, Port Edward 

and finally arrive back in Durban on 10th 

November.  

  

When Derek and Lily Houston were inducted as members of our Club it was a great 

Family of Rotary event. In the photo from l to r: YE Student Quique [host son of the 

Houstons] President Irene Kotze, Lily, Derek, Gerald Sieberhagen [their proposer], 

daughter Larissa-Jane [one of our first STEP students] and son Delwyn 

Aadila Sabat, who will be leaving for 

USA shortly and Rosemarie Gee who 

has returned to Norway will continue 

as members of our E-Club which is 

one of the features of an e-club – 

members who are transferred or who 

relocate are still able to continue their 

membership. 

For those of you who enjoy good stories please watch this 3 minute video 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=1412165469000105&set=vb.302716333161394&ty

pe=2&theater 
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GoToMeeting 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GoToMeeting Members Roll-Call [nothing more, nothing less] 

Gordon Dowsett; Lynn Dowsett; Pat Draper; John Fannin; Keith Kirton; Bob 

Kistnasamy; Irene Kotze; Janet Rouillard; Gerald Sieberhagen; David Tilling, 

Suzanne Edmunds; Sambulo Khalala; Aadila Sabat; Angie Mitchell, Jeneth 

van Leeuwen, Jayne Martin, Les Hutton, Jean Singh     40.91% 

 

 

Rotary’s new visual identity has everyone talking. Some Rotarians like it and 

are already using it, as you can see in the examples above. Others aren’t so 

sure. Even RI President Ron Burton admits to being sceptical during the early 

stages of the Strengthening Rotary initiative. But after asking many tough 

questions, he’s become a believer. “At the end of the day, we’re going to be 

way ahead on our public image and what people think and know about 

Rotary,” says Burton. 

As you begin incorporating the new guidelines into your communications, 

keep the following in mind: 

• Clubs do not need to discard any unused materials. We encourage 

you to follow the new guidelines on materials you create in the future. 

• Clubs can use the free fonts recommended in the guidelines as an 

alternative to the two recommended fonts that require licensing fees. 

It’s your choice. 

• Your Rotary pin will not change. It remains the blue-and-gold metal 

logo that identifies Rotarians worldwide. 

• The Strengthening Rotary initiative extends far beyond our visual 

identity. It offers a new way to tell our Rotary story. Ed See also page 13 
 

The meeting on the 28th was different from our previous meetings.  

Firstly, with Barry Downs being overseas, our Club Director, Gerald 

had to learn how to get the meeting started without Barry.  

Secondly, we gave duties to a few of our members similar to what 

one would find in a conventional Rotary Club. 

We chatted a bit about the 2014 District Conference and found 

out that many of our members do not like sailing so we will need 

to see how many from our club attend. 

We then spent a fair amount of time chatting about Pat Drapers 

Mentoring/Tutoring project for which we are about to receive 

CAN$2 000. Some good ideas came forward and Pat, Irene & 

Jean will plot the way forward for a ‘pilot’ before we progress.   
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Above - Members of the EarlyAct club of Ekuthuleni Primary 

School were present when the readers, donated by the 

Sunshare Trust, were handed over to the school. In the 

background is the EarlyAct Club Facilitator, Nokuthula 

Felicia Mvubu, Irene Kotze, who is the Rotary Advisor to the 

EarlyAct Club and the Headmaster, Sambulo Khalala.  

 

Above right – A rare moment - Nareshini Ranganthan – in 

relax mode. After the handover, she conducted a training 

session for the teachers to ensure that they knew how to 

utilise the reading books to achieve maximum benefit for 

the learners. 

 

Right – President Irene Kotze with Tsaone Mabelane, repre-
senting Sunshare Trust and Nokuthula Felicia Mvubu.  

Nareshini Ranganthan, our Primary School Literacy programme co-ordinator, hands over 
one of the bins of reading books while on the right is a selection of the readers. 

Handover of Books at Ekuthuleni Primary SchoHandover of Books at Ekuthuleni Primary SchoHandover of Books at Ekuthuleni Primary SchoHandover of Books at Ekuthuleni Primary Schoolololol    
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Letter from the West Coast – John Fannin - 17 October 2013 
We are back from the 'Arid North'. We had a great trip even if I missed out on 

photographing Larks.  We did see the three Larks we went looking for, but not the red 

variety of the Red Lark. This means that I will have to arrange another visit to 

'Bushmanland' after that area has had rain.  But I always learn something and this time it 

was seeing the northern variety of two common birds. These races look different and 

were difficult to recognise. 

I have kept in touch with Bettie, PHF, and have attached four photos that show how well 

the vegetables are growing. Anwe and his helpers in the kitchen are delighted. Shortly 

before we departed on our Northern Cape visit, l learnt from Bettie, that the Youth 

Centre required four computer stands for the students who attend after school each 

week day. One was available at Appliance World in Laaiplek at around R800. A local 

carpenter was found who was prepared to make three more computer stands at the 

same price, copying the one that was available. I was able, at short notice, to find a 

donor, so paid for the four stands. This was not a Rotary project but thought you would be 

interested.  However, Bettie will come back to me when she & her committee decide 

whether there is anything else that they require & if Rotary can be of assistance. 

Thank you, Gerald, for the latest OUTA SPACE. The number of projects in which our Club is 

involved is impressive. Collecting and distributing old clothes to those in need can be a 

most worthwhile project, President Irene. 

It is something for me to put to the remnants of the Saldanha Inner Wheel Club for 

consideration as a combined project. The on-going conflicts in Africa & Asia, combined 

with Islamic Fundamentalism, will combine to prevent the immunisation of those children 

in need of the polio vaccine.  I realise that this is a very pessimistic view but, I am afraid, it 

will turn out to be true. 

With kind regards & best wishes, YIR, John Fannin 
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POLIO UPDATE 23RD OCTOBER 2013 
ENDEMIC COUNTRIES 

Afghanistan  
• One new WPV1 case was reported in the past week. The total number of WPV 

cases for 2013 is now eight (all WPV1), all of which were reported from Eastern 

Region, close to the Pakistan border. The most recent WPV1 case had onset of 

paralysis on 19 September, from Kunar province.  

• No new circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) cases were 

reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases in 2013 remains 

three. The most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 13 March (from 

Kandahar, Southern Region).  

• National immunization days (NIDs) were conducted on 6-8 October. A second 

NIDs is planned for late October, followed by sub-national immunization days 

(SNIDs) mid and late November.     

Nigeria  
• No new WPV cases were reported this week. The total number of WPV cases 

for 2013 remains 49 (all WPV1s). The most recent WPV1 case in the country had 

onset of paralysis on 10 September (from Kano).  

• No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of 

cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains one (with onset of paralysis on 6 June, from 

Borno).  

• The primary challenges remain to access all children in Borno state, including 

in areas currently inaccessible during supplementary immunization activities 

(SIAs) due to insecurity, and to further improve the quality of SIA 

implementation in Kano state.  

• OPV was administered along with measles vaccine during Child Health Days 

(CHDs) in north and middle-band states on 5-9 October. Additional CHDs are 

planned for early November in middle-band and southern states. SNIDs are 

planned for northern states 14-19 November.     

Pakistan  
• Three new WPV1 cases were reported in the past week. All were reported from 

Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA - two from FR Bannu and one from 

North Waziristan). The total number of WPV1 cases for Pakistan in 2013 is now 

46. The most recent WPV1 case had onset of paralysis on 1 October (from FR 

Bannu). The majority of WPV1 cases in Pakistan this year, 34 (74%), are from 

FATA, of which 14 from Khyber Agency and 14 from North Waziristan.  

• No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of 

cVDPV2 cases for Pakistan remains 29. The most recent cVDPV2 case had 

onset of paralysis 12 September (from North Waziristan).  

• The situation in North Waziristan is becoming increasingly severe, as it is the 

area with the largest number of children being paralysed by wild poliovirus (14 

cases) and cVDPV2s (22) in all of Asia. It is in an area where immunization 

activities have been suspended by local leaders since June 2012. It is critical 

that children in these areas are vaccinated and protected from poliovirus. 

Immunizations in neighbouring high-risk areas are being intensified, to further 

boost population immunity levels in those areas and prevent further spread of 

this outbreak.  

• NIDs were conducted on 30 September to 2 October. SNIDs were conducted 

14-16 October using bivalent OPV. Further NIDs are planned for November with 

dates to be confirmed using bivalent Oral Polio Vaccine [bOPV]. 
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NON-ENDEMIC COUNTRIES 

Chad, Cameroon and Central African Republic  
• In Chad, no new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent 

WPV case had onset of paralysis on 14 June 2012 (WPV1 from Lac). No new 

cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 

cases for 2013 remains four (the most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of 

paralysis on 12 May from Ennedi). Nationwide immunization campaigns are 

planned for late October and November.  

• In Cameroon, one WPV1 was reported this week from Ouest province. This is 

the first WPV in Cameroon since 2009 and had onset of paralysis on 1 October 

2013.  
• An outbreak response is now being planned. In 2013, five large-scale 

supplementary immunization activities (SIAs) have already been conducted in 

Cameroon (in April, May, August, September and October), as the country was 

considered at high-risk of re-infection due to its proximity with Nigeria. The latest 

NIDs were conducted 11-13 October.  

• No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week in Cameroon. The total 

number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains four. The most recent VPDV had onset 

of paralysis on 12 August (from Kolfata, Extreme-Nord).  

• Central African Republic (CAR) continues to be at serious risk of re-infection due to 

proximity with Chad, on-going insecurity and humanitarian crises, and destruction 

of health infrastructure. To minimize the risk and consequences of potential re-

infection, SNIDs were conducted on 30 September to 2 October and CHDs are 

planned for 11-13 November.  

Horn of Africa  
• No new WPV1 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV 

cases (all WPV1) for 2013 in the Horn of Africa remains 197 (174 from Somalia, 14 

from Kenya, six from Ethiopia and three from South Sudan). The most recent WPV1 

case in the region had onset of paralysis on 19 September (from Somali region, 

Ethiopia).  

• Outbreak response across the Horn of Africa is continuing. As a result of concerted 

outbreak response efforts, the impact of the response is beginning to be seen, as 

the number of newly-reported cases from Banadir, Somalia (the epicentre of the 

outbreak) has declined. At the same time, operations are improving as more 

children are being reached, including in some inaccessible areas of south-central 

Somalia. However, more needs to be done, because as many as 500,000 children 

still remain inaccessible in parts of south-central Somalia and other areas of the 
Horn of Africa remain at risk of re-infection. 

Israel and West Bank and Gaza 

� Although no case of paralytic polio has been reported, environmental 

surveillance suggests that WPV1 transmission, first detected in February 2013, 

continues in southern and parts of central Israel. WPV1-positive samples were 

detected also in West Bank (2 sites) and the Gaza Strip (1 site).  

� Since 2005, only inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) has been used for routine 

childhood immunization in Israel. To interrupt WPV1 transmission, a nationwide 

supplementary immunization activity (SIA) with bivalent OPV targeting children < 

10 years of age has been on-going since August.  

� Following a consultation with the country's immunization advisory group, the 

Israeli Ministry of Health has recently decided to re-introduce OPV into the 

national immunization schedule.  

� SIAs in West Bank and Gaza Strip have been tentatively scheduled for October 

and November.  
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Syrian Arab Republic  
• In Syria, reports of suspected polio cases have emerged.  

• On 17 October 2013, the World Health Organization (WHO) received reports of a cluster 
of acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases in the Syrian Arab Republic. This cluster of ‘hot’ 
AFP cases was detected in early October in Deir Al-Zour province and is currently being 
investigated. Wild poliovirus was last reported in Syria in 1999.  

• A comprehensive outbreak response plan is urgently being finalized. The main aim is to 
rapidly conduct an immunization activity in the immediately-affected area (by end-October) 
and high-risk areas. Multiple large-scale SIAs are needed over the next 6 months 
(beginning in early November) across Syria and across the region. For more, visit 
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2013_10_19_polio/en/index.html .  

West Africa  
• No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent case in the region 
was a WPV1 from Tahoua province in Niger with onset of paralysis on 15 November 
2012.  

• No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week from Niger. The country has 
reported a single case of cVDPV in 2013, with onset of paralysis on 11 July. Genetic 
sequencing has shown that the virus is related to that seen in Cameroon, Chad and 
Nigeria (Borno).  

• Multi-country synchronized immunization campaigns are planned in West Africa for late 
October. Additional subnational campaigns were conducted 7-9 September in Niger, and 
additional rounds are planned in the region for early November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the right, seen with Sambulo Khalala was a 

surprise visitor to our stand, Merridy Hawkins, 

daughter of our member Sue and Paul.  

 

In addition to Irene, Bob & Sambulo, Paul 

Maistry, Les Hutton. Tsaone Mabelane and 

Gerald Sieberhagen volunteered their time for 

this event and by all accounts enjoyed the 
experience.  

President Irene Kotze and Bob 

Kistnasamy waiting to tell people 

about Polio Eradication and Rotary, 

which was done quite successfully. 

Donations into the polio piggies was 

in excess of R1 000. 

There are also 3 or 4 potential 

Rotarians who we will be contacting 

this week to tell them more about 

Rotary and what it means to be a 

member of an e-club.   

END POLIO NOW – AWARENESS PROMOTION AT MUSGRAVE CENTRE 
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WORLD POLIO DAY – 24 OCTOBER 2013 
Rotary helped put polio eradication on center stage on the day best known for rallying support to finish the 

job – World Polio Day, 24 October. 

A special Livestream presentation – World Polio Day: Making History – showcased the progress of the Global 

Polio Eradication Initiative. Co-hosted by Rotary and the Northwestern University Center for Global Health, 

the 60-minute program took place before a live audience at the John Hughes Auditorium on 

Northwestern’s Chicago campus and streamed online to viewers worldwide. 

RI President Ron Burton kicked off the event by noting that Rotary began immunizing millions of children 

against polio in the 1970s, first in the Philippines and then in other high-risk countries. 

“Polio rates in those countries plummeted,” Burton said. “As a result, in 1988, Rotary, the World Health 

Organization [WHO], UNICEF, and the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention came together to 

launch the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.  More recently, the initiative has benefited from the 

tremendous support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation . . . . It is so very important to finish the job.” 

Dr. Robert Murphy, director of Northwestern’s Center for Global Health, emphasized that polio eradication 

“is completely doable. . . . [It] will result in preventing billions of cases of paralysis and death, saving billions 

of dollars, assuring that no parent in the world will have to worry about this terrible disease ever again.” 

Dennis Ogbe, polio survivor, Paralympian, and ambassador for the United Nations Foundation’s Shot@Life 

campaign to promote child immunization, spoke compellingly about the challenges of living with the 

disease and the opportunity to protect people from it for all generations to come. 

“I have learned not to look at anything as impossible, and that includes, especially, the eradication of 

polio,” said Ogbe, who was born in Nigeria. “We have come a long way since the start. So let us finish strong 

and End Polio Now.” 

Dr. Bruce Aylward, assistant director-general for Polio, Emergencies, and Country Collaboration at WHO, 

emphasized that the global fight is winnable, noting that the number of cases in the endemic countries –

Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan – is down 40 percent in 2013, compared to the same period in 2012. He 

also said that the type 2 wild poliovirus has been eradicated, and said November will mark one year without 

a case of type 3 virus anywhere in the world. 

Aylward also pinpointed challenges to the global initiative, including the outbreak in the Horn of Africa with 

200 cases. Because of the strong response to the outbreak, however, the region “is again rapidly becoming 

polio free,” he said. Moreover, the polio endgame strategic plan, if fully funded, is equipped to stop such 

outbreaks. 

“Today, all children everywhere can have a better future, not just against polio, but against every disease . . 

. if we as a global society get behind the vision of Rotary 25 years ago to reach every child with something 

as simple as polio vaccine.” 

The World Polio Day event also featured a short video showing the tireless efforts by health workers and 

Rotarians to immunize children in Pakistan. “We are very optimistic that the challenges will not be able to 

deter us and soon Pakistan will become polio free,” said Pakistan PolioPlus Committee chair Aziz Memon in 

narrating the video. 

Event moderator and Canadian Rotary member Jennifer Jones encouraged people to donate to the End 

Polio Now: Make History Today, fundraising campaign, which makes contributions work three times as hard 

with matching funds from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. She also invited everyone to join the more 

than 50,000 people in 150 countries who have expressed their support for a polio-free world by becoming 

part of the World’s Biggest Commercial. 

Emmy Award-winning actress Archie Panjabi spoke passionately about why she is so committed to her work 

as a Rotary ambassador for polio eradication. 

“When I was a child 10 years old, I went to India. As I walked to school, I would see children younger than 

me with no [use of their] limbs, begging for money,” Panjabi said. “It broke my heart.” 

Inspired as an adult to learn more about polio, she was “amazed by the amount of work that Rotary has 

done,” in helping India be free of the disease since 2011, and joined a team of Rotary volunteers to 

immunize children there last year. 

“I will do whatever I can to support Rotary and its partners in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative . . . . And 

if you do whatever you can, then together we can eradicate polio forever.” 

Jones challenged the audience and online viewers everywhere to share their voice for polio eradication 

with friends and followers on social networks and encourage them to do the same. “And write or email your 

government officials to urge them to commit the resources we need to finish the job,” she said. 
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Top 10 things you maybe didn’t know were South African inventions 
South Africa has a wide range of innovative and entrepreneurial activity, and we 

can claim some of the world’s “first” as our own. Here’s the top 10 list: 

1. CAT scan: Cape Town physicist Allan Cormack and his associate Godfrey 

Hounsfield won a Nobel Prize for medicine in 1979 for their mathematical 

technique in which an X-ray source and electronic detectors are rotated about 

the body, resulting in data providing a cross-section map of the body – a Cat 

scan. 

2. Oil from coal: South African Coal Oil and Gas Corporation (Sasol) was formed 

in 1950 when the government realised South Africa had minimal oil reserves. 

Sasol’s oil-from-coal refinery provides 40% of the country’s fuel. 

3. Heart transplant: Dr Chris Barnard performed the world’s first heart transplant 

on 3 December 1967 in Cape Town. Earlier that year, in October, he had 

performed the first successful kidney transplant on Edith Black and was further 

convinced a successful heart transplant could be achieved. Louis Washkansky, 

who was suffering from heart failure decided to take a chance on Barnard’s 

theory and become his willing patient. The rest is history. 

4. Retinal Cryoprob: Selig Percy Amoils, created a new method of cataract 

surgery at the Baragwanath hospital in Soweto. His achievement was widely 

recognised and in 1975 he received a Queen’s Award for Technological 

Innovation. 

5. Speed gun: Henri Johnson, a Somerset West inventor, developed the speed 

gun which was officially launched at The Oval in England during the 1999 Cricket 

World Cup. 

6. Smartlock safety syringes: Conceptualised by a group of designers at the Vaal 

University of Technology, it is a three-piece single use syringe that provides 

protection against needle-stick contamination 

7. Kreepy Krauly: The first Kreepy Krauly came out of Springs and was invented 

by Ferdinand Chauvier, a hydraulics engineer. He came from the Belgian Congo 

in 1951 and soon realised there was a market for taking the hassle out of 

cleaning swimming pools. Kreepy Kraulys are still being used all over the world. 

8. APS therapy: While looking through an American medical journal Gervan 

Lubbe saw an article about pain relief that made him wonder if it would be 

possible to relieve pain by electronically stimulating the body’s natural nerve 

impulses. Lubbe formed the company Tech Pulse in 1993 and it markets, 

produces and distributes the Action Potential Stimulation device. Today, these 

little pain relief devices are sold in 41 countries. 

9. Pratley Putty: George Pratley, an engineer from Krugersdorp, invented Pratley 

Putty while he was looking for a glue to hold components in an electrical box. It 

is also the only South African invention that has been to the moon after it was 

used in 1969 to hold bits of the Apollo XI mission’s Eagle landing craft together. 

10. Dolosse: Those oddly shaped concrete blocks can usually be spotted along 

coastal areas. Eric Merrifield designed the structures to break up wave action 

and protect harbour walls and they can weigh as much as 20 tonne each. They 

were first installed in East London harbour and are now used all over the world. 

- SAinfo reporter; News24 
 

Nice to know these little important things about South AfricansNice to know these little important things about South AfricansNice to know these little important things about South AfricansNice to know these little important things about South Africans----EdEdEdEd    
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David Christianson 
Professional Development for Educators 

Wow. Rotarians, quit whining.  

Research beyond taking the opinions of Rotarians took place in the design of this logo set. 

They're not my favourite either, but there are much more important things that deserve your 

complaints.  

An updated design containing the most important elements of Rotary's branding is similar to 

what our clubs need, as well. We need fresh faces, fresh ideas, and fresh projects that are, 

like the new logo set, in keeping with the Object of Rotary. Those who focus on the negative 

aspects of every slight change are those who hold Rotary back from doing Good in the 

World because "we've never done it that way before."  

The new logo set is very modern in its flat design. The more I look at it and use it, the more I 

like it. Simplicity is an important element of design, and letting go of the little stuff is an 

important element of life.  

Let's quit whining about the logo and dig a well, winterize a home, provide a scholarship, or 

even just sit at a different table to talk to someone different this week. 

Jim Docherty 
Owner, Anerley Lodge 

It may come as a surprise to Rotarians in the USA who assume that the Rotary wheel is 

instantly recognised by the rest of the world. It is not.  

Here in South Africa there are many who have seen the wheel but don’t know what or who it 

represents. Having Rotary written beside the wheel will eliminate that short fall.  

As for consulting all Rotarians for approval, just ask yourself how easy was it to get consensus 

regarding your Club shirts? 
 

WARNING - NEVER CALL BACK A MISSED CALL UNLESS YOU KNOW THE 

NUMBER. Please take note of the information 
below. Absa Risk has confirmed that this is a 
new cell phone scam and we should be very 
cautious of this. People have been receiving calls 
from +375602605281, +37127913091 or any 
number starting with a +375, or +371 number. 
One ring & and they hang up, leaving a missed 
call message. If you call back it's one of those 
numbers that are charged $15-$30 & they can 
copy your contact list in 3 sec. If you have bank 
or credit card details on your phone, they can 
copy that too. +375 is from Belarus and 

Afghanistan. 371 is code for Latvia... Don't answer or call back. Ed – I don’t know how 
true this is but better forewarned. 

Here are a few more comments regarding the new Rotary logo – there are those 

who have not bothered to actually have a close look at the new logos but still feel 

that they need to comment. These are 2 positive comments and I particularly liked 

the last comment of Jim Docherty of Rotary Club of Port Shepstone. Ed – see also 

page 5 
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JOTTINGS FROM JORDAN – Sue Hawkins – October 2013 

Just to report back on the Rotary Club of Aqaba meeting that former YE 

Student to Durban, Tobi and I attended last night at the Movenpick Hotel.  

There are apparently 28 members that meet once a week, on a Tues at 8 

pm. The meeting last night was 90% in Arabic! The meeting went on until 

10.15. Many of the issues discussed by the guest speaker (a lady from 

Amman), included increasing membership in all areas of Rotary. She showed 

examples of advertisements on bus stop benches and information posters 

with RI logo on them. She spoke about the End Polio campaign and that 

famous people from Jordan were involved in this, including Queen Noor and 

Queen Rania. 

Even though we didn’t understand all of it, we were made to feel welcome 

and I intend attending again in two weeks time when the French 

Ambassador is here. The speaker from Amman made mention of the fact 

that there were only 3 female Rotarians in Aqaba Rotary club. I was not able 

to print our banner so will give it to them next time. 

There are some spelling mistakes here, [hopefully all fixed by the editor by now] sorry 

am in the middle of reports! When I receive the pictures I will send them on to 

you. Tobi took some pics which are on facebook. 

Thanks for now Susan. 
 

In a London department store: 
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS 

On a repair shop door: 
WE CAN REPAIR ANYTHING. (PLEASE KNOCK HARD ON THE DOOR - THE BELL 

DOESN'T WORK) 

Message on a leaflet: 
IF YOU CANNOT READ, THIS LEAFLET WILL TELL YOU HOW TO GET 

LESSONS 

 

Outside a secondhand shop: 
WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING - BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES, ETC. WHY 

NOT BRING YOUR WIFE ALONG AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN? 

 

AndAndAndAnd    nownownownow    wewewewe    areareareare    onceonceonceonce    againagainagainagain    OUTAOUTAOUTAOUTA    SPACE!!!SPACE!!!SPACE!!!SPACE!!!         


