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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

Please remember that it is the 

responsibility of each Rotarian 

to introduce prospective 

Rotarians. 

Rotarians should always be on 

the lookout for suitable 

projects that would be suitable 

for our E-Club to undertake. 

 
The 9th October 2013 was an 

important date in our fledgling 

Clubs history. We have already had 

6 STEP Exchanges but on this day 

our very first Long Term Youth 

Exchange Student arrived and for 

that I believe that Enrique 

[Quique] Gonzales deserves a 

spot on the front page.  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

 

A VERY WARM WELCOME 

TO YOU QUIQUE!!!! 
 

There is more about our Inbound 

Spanish Lad from Las Palmas, Gran 

Canaria on page 7. 

 

After a bit of a lull, we suddenly 

have many projects on the go [no, 

not in the never ending ‘pipeline’] 

happening right now. They are 

listed on page 2 and continued on 

pages 12 & 13. If I have missed any 

please let me know. 

 

Please offer to assist wherever you 

can and remember to keep those 

Project ideas flowing. 

 

‘Familiarity breeds contempt’ may 

not be the correct idiom to use, but 

in future the text boxes in the footer 

of this page will change on a 

fortnightly basis. Please take time to 

read the content. 

    
Have FunHave FunHave FunHave Fun    
Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen ----    EditorEditorEditorEditor    
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 BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER 

24th - MICHAEL CHEN 

25th - GORDON DOWSETT 

29th - THARAMATHIE KISTNASAMY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
OCTOBER - None 

DATES TO DIARISE 

2013 

Tuesday 22nd Oct – Farewell F2F with 

Aadila Sabat & Rosemarie Gee at Garden 
Grove – Please confirm your attendance 

to Irene Kotze asap 
 

Thursday 24th October – World Polio Day 
 

Sat 26th Oct – END POLIO NOW & Member-
ship promotion at Musgrave Centre 
 

Saturday 26th October – Basic PRLS 
 

Fri 15th/Sat 16th Nov – DG Multi Club Visit 

2014 

11th to 14th April – District 9370 Conference  

                              On board MSC Opera  
 

13th to 19th July  

8th WORLD ROTARY CRICKET FESTIVAL in 

NOTTINGHAM UK. SA nearly has a full team. 

2019 

AFRICA CALLING – DURBAN for 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
 

TOPICS OF THE WEEK ROSTER FOR OCT 

21st October – Bob Kistnasamy 
28th October – Rod Spencer 
4th November – Jenna & Gil Lewinsky 

11th November – Sue Hawkins 
18th November – AN Other 
2nd December – Tsaone Mabelane 

Please remember to let President Irene 

have your TOPIC of the Week by the pre-

ceding Friday 
 

GoToMeeting – 20h00 to 21h00** 
28th Oct – Patrick Andries - Foodbank 

04th Nov – Les Hutton – RCC & Organic  
                  Farming ** The time for this will   

                  probably be earlier. 
18th Nov – Bob Kistnasamy – Olympic      
                  Container Project OR ????? 

13th Jan 
27th Jan 
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
Suddenly a whole string of Projects have 

arrived at our Club. Here are some of them. 

oOo 
EKUTHULENI PS – Handover of Literacy 

resources from proceeds of SUNSHARE 

TRUST & RC of Armidale Central SPON-
SORSHIP will be at 1pm on 17th October 

oOo 

We are investigating various options to 

assist with a Computer Centre and 

Literacy needs at Sathya SAI Sudha 
Foundation  

oOo 

Nokwazi Community Gardens will benefit 

from some of the expertise that our club is 

able to provide 

oOo 

We are engaged in talks with Mr Price 

regarding resources for primary schools 

oOo 

We have a source for shoes for children 

through Sesêgo Cares   
oOo 

Global Handwashing Day will see our 

Club involved at Lenaria Secondary 

School 
oOo 

Our PR event at Musgrave Centre will see 

our Club promoting Polio Eradication 

Awareness and also Membership 

oOo 

Our members are involved with co-

ordinating part of the East Coast Radio 

Toy Story which entails receiving 

applications from Rotary Clubs and 

NGO’s in KZN and then compiling a 

beneficiary list. Once the lists have been 

compiled, we then await the arrival of 

NEW toys which are then sorted and 

allocated. The beneficiaries are advised 

to collect the toys after which they do 

the hand over to the various needy 

children. ECR DJ’s encourage East-

coasters to donate Toys and cash. ECR 

staff sort Toys for all the children in the 

various state hospitals in KZN and this 

culminates in a Toy run in mid December 

to 4 or 5 hospitals in Durban.   

The cash is used to buy food parcels for 

needy families, particularly those 

affected by the ravages of AIDS. Cont P12 
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE 

 
Dear Fellow Rotarians 

Rosemarie Gee’s e-mail about donating 

second hand clothes has generated a 

lively response and has triggered 

something in the memory bank of your 

President.  

Somewhere in the “SECRET DOCUMENT” 

called the President’s Manual there is a 

paragraph about engaging the members 

of a club in projects, not necessarily earth 

shattering ones but little ones. Now where 

is that manual? It should be on my 

bedside table or at least on my desk. No 

not there, ah, found it, at last, under some 

Rotary ‘stuff’ and now I can tell you what 

these ‘little projects’ are all about.  

I know that with the help of overseas 

partners, some of our members are 

continuously striving to get funds for our 

Club to engage in ‘big projects’ which is 

excellent. But here at home there is also 

the need for some things that are small 

and these needs can be met by all our 

members without too much time and 

effort.    

There are numerous needs in all our 

communities and it is up to us to find out 

and address them. 

As the ‘secret document’ states: 

Which projects are Club members 

currently engaged in? 

Why is the Club undertaking the project? 

Who in the community will be involved?   
  

How will your Club work with members of 

the community benefiting from the 

projects? 

And so it goes on. 

For the big projects sustainability is 

essential but for our ‘little ones’ it just 

needs to be a ‘one off’ to create a smile 

and a happy face and which makes a 

HUGE difference in someone’s life.   

On page one of OUTA SPACE, there is a 

text box that always encourages all the 

members to come forward with worth-

while projects, and I am sure all of you 

must have one or more bright ideas. 

Please bring the ‘little ones’ to our 

attention.  

 

This month I am kicking off with one: 

TITLE OF THE PROJECT: GEE WHIZZ (title 

suggested by our ever inventive Editor) 

OBJECT: COLLECT AND DISTRIBUTE 

SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

  

Is your closet full of gently used clothing 

that no longer sees the light of day?  I am 

sure there are lots of clothes just waiting 

to be donated. So why don’t we start 

“Project GEE WHIZZ” and start collecting 

for the various needy places.     

 

Here is a challenge to the members: Who 

is willing to volunteer to ‘Champion’ this 

project. It would entail co-ordinating and 

receiving the 2nd hand clothes and then 

to co-ordinate the distribution of the 

clothing in the Durban area. Maybe the 

Cape and other areas could do 

something similar! Gordon & Lynn from 

Newcastle, you have probably been 

doing this forever! If there is a need in 

your area and you are passing through 

Durban you may be able to collect some 

clothes from our Champion, but wait, I 

am getting ahead of myself here. 

Members, your response to me, is only an 

e-mail away.  

Rosemarie GEE may be leaving for 

Norway shortly, but this project could 

continue here for many years to come.  

IreneIreneIreneIrene    
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Our E-Club WORLD POLIO DAY promotion is on 

Saturday 26th October 2013 at Musgrave Centre.  

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to 

give some of their time and energy for this cause. 
 

Jayne Martin has let us know that she has approached the 

Principal at Groote Schuur High School to promote World Purple 

Polio Day or World Polio Day.   

Nareshini Ranganthan is hoping that many more schools will 

participate this year in recognising WORLD POLIO DAY. 
 

A RIDDLE FOR SMART PEOPLE  

Only 5% of Stanford University graduates figured it out! Can 

you answer all seven of the following questions with the same word? 1. The 

word has seven letters.... 2 Preceded God... 3 Greater than God... 4 More Evil 

than the devil…….. 5 All poor people have it….. 6. Wealthy people need it.... 

7. If you eat it, you will die.  

Try hard before looking for the answers on another page of this bulletin 
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GoToMeeting 
 

One of the WEBINARS I attended recently focused on effective ON-LINE GoToMeeting 

presentations. What is abundantly clear is that slides do not move between computers at the 

speed of light and if they are slides with large photos or slides that use various presentation 

gymnastics these things will all slow down the transmission. So the rule should be – a plain 

slide; if you must include photos or busy diagrams, make them small and rather show larger 

writing. Please bear this in mind when it is your turn to do a presentation. Let me know if you 

want to have a look at the Webinar and I will send you the relative link. Ed 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our President’s Induction we never did manage to get a photo of our wonderful 

musicians Stephen & Stanley……….so here they are now doing their thing again. 

                                                                   

GoToMeeting Members Roll-Call [nothing more, nothing less] 

Gordon Dowsett; Lynn Dowsett; Pat Draper; John Fannin; Keith Kirton; Bob Kistnasamy; 

Irene Kotze; Janet Rouillard; Gerald Sieberhagen; David Tilling, Suzanne Edmunds; 

Sambulo Khalala; Aadila Sabat; Angie Mitchell 

Jeneth van Leeuwen, Jayne Martin            39.02% 

eThekwini [Greater Durban area] Vulnerable Groups 
The plight of the City’s vulnerable groups affect everyone, not least the vulnerable themselves. 

A sustainable solution requires a response from: 

Government, Business and Civil Society Organisations 

Vulnerable Groups are: 1. Homeless: Adults and Children; Street children; Beggars (including 

mothers with children); Refugees and asylum seekers. 2. Unemployed (specifically youth). 3. 

Vulnerable Children of Working Parents in the Inner City.  4. Elderly and Disabled. 5. Commercial 

Sex Workers and Human Trafficking 

These were the opening slides of a fascinating presentation by Aadila Sabat at 

GTM on 14th October. If you missed it and would like to view it, let me know. Ed 
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Ed – Remember I mentioned in OUTA SPACE #7 that I wasn’t sure who the narrator was of 

Letters from America – well, quick as a flash 2 of our members jogged my memory. 

  

LETTER FROM AMERICA – ALISTAIR COOKE  

From: Jeff Watts  
Hi Gerald 

Thank you for Outa Space 7. 

The wonderful person you remember was named Alistair Cooke and his radio programme was 

"Letter From America". The man was an institution. I have a book of his somewhere that I must 

dig out for your visit next year!!! 

Kindest regards Jeff 

From: David Tilling  

Hi Gerald 

I enjoyed your latest OUT SPACE and commend you for the time and effort you put into it. 

The name you are trying to remember who presented Letter from America was Alistair Cooke who 

started it for the BBC around 1940 when the US thought England would go the same way as the 

Continent. He had a lovely speaking voice and we’ll never hear the likes of him again. 

Cheers David 

 From: Gerald Sieberhagen 

Thanks David & Jeff for jogging my memory. 

Yep, there was that certain magic in his voice wasn’t there! 

I shall look forward to seeing his book Jeff – can you arrange for the audio version please!!! 

WR GeraldGeraldGeraldGerald    
 

 

 

 

"AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION Insight" 

 

The American Medical Association has weighed in on Obama's new health care 

package.  

The Allergists were in favour of scratching it, but the Dermatologists advised not to 

make any rash moves.   

The Gastroenterologist's had sort of a gut feeling about it, but the Neurologists 

thought the Administration had a lot of nerve.  

Meanwhile, Obstetricians felt certain everyone was labouring under a 

misconception, while the Ophthalmologists considered the idea short-sighted.  

Pathologists yelled, "Over my dead body!" while the Paediatricians said, "Oh, grow 

up!"  

The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while the Radiologists could 

see right through it.  

Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole thing and the Internists claimed it 

would indeed be a bitter pill to swallow.  

The Plastic Surgeons opined that this proposal would "put a whole new face on the 

matter."  

The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the Urologists were p------d off at 

the whole idea.  

Anaesthesiologists thought the whole idea was a gas, and those lofty Cardiologists 

didn't have the heart to say no.  

In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the entire decision up to the a----holes 

in Washington.  
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Enjoying lunch at a popular 

Umhlanga Restaurant, The Press 

Club. Quique, President Irene and 

Sue & Gerald Sieberhagen 
 

 

 

Quique will be attending 

Northwood School for the 

duration of his exchange which is 
until 30th July 2014. 

Quique was met at the Airport by an 

enthusiastic group  

Above – l to r [back row] Host Mom & 

Dad, Lily & Derek Houston; Hilary Augustus 

[District YE Committee] Gerald 

Sieberhagen [Counsellor for Quique] 

Quique Gonzales; Irene Kotze [E-Club 

President] Front row Jeneth van Leeuwen 

[Youth Director – E-Club] Belgian YE 

student Johanna Polet [hosted by RC Dbn 

Nth & host sister, Larisaa-Jane. 

Left – Host brother Delwyn, extreme right is 

in this photo 

Las Palmas, on Gran Canaria 

Island is the hometown of 

Quique Gonzales.  

We look forward to hearing 
more about this island soon. 
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Polio eradication has helped define who we are 
Posted on October 8, 2013 

By Jennifer Jones, moderator for Rotary’s Livestream event World 

Polio Day: Making History 

I was perhaps six or seven when I began to wonder why my 

grandmother walked differently – why she had one leg that was 

shorter than the other? As I would later learn, she was a polio 

survivor but to me she was simply grandma. 

A few decades later, this disease would play an even more 

active role in my life, when I became a member of Rotary. 

We have the privilege in our lifetime to participate in the removal 

of a disease from this planet, which is nothing short of miraculous. Each member of 

Rotary can “own” this victory, each one of us can help shape our collective story. 

Service is what we do but polio has truly helped define us. It has showed us that we 

have the perseverance and drive to tackle the world’s most challenging problems. It 

has increased our understanding about the importance of partnerships and it has 

been a rallying cry that has united us one and all. 

Of course we had partners in this journey – but Rotarians brought leadership – “in the 

field” volunteerism, financial stewardship and we have been the heartbeat of the 

entire effort. 

As we stand on the brink of eradication we have never been “this close” or more 

determined to complete the task. On 24 October join supporters around the world by 

participating in a broadcast on Livestream to discuss the “finish line.” 

Have your club host a viewing party to watch and discuss the broadcast which will 

include Dr. Bruce Aylward, WHO assistant director-general for polio, emergencies 

and country collaboration; Dr. Robert Murphy, director of the Center for Global 

Health at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine; and polio survivor 

and world-class Paralympian Dennis Ogbe, an ambassador for the United Nations 

Foundation’s Shot@Life campaign to promote childhood immunizations. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn how you can become a part of history by helping 

Rotary and its partners End Polio Now. 

� Visit the World Polio Day: Making History Livestream page to add the event to 

your calendar. 

� Embed the Livestream video player on your website or Facebook page. 

� Download a World Polio Day toolkit for sample social media posts and 

graphics. 

� Read posts from polio survivors 
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The Comments, from a Rotary blog, by Margaret Epps are worth including in 

OUTA SPACE for your information. Ed 

Aside from the "new" logo issue - Does Rotary need a makeup or does it need 

more content to improve its voice and image in the 

community? 
Alberto J. Palombo Entrepreneur and visionary for water, alternative energies, and 

sustainable development issues. 

There is a lot of discussion about the "Voice and Visual Identity 

Guidelines for Rotarians" that are honing on the visual aspects, and 

Rotarians are expressing their opinion on staying with the "old" 

"classic" logo instead o revamping in an "all-out revamp" of the Rotary identity. However, 

the real need in many parts of the world is HOW TO CONVEY THE ROTARY MESSAGE, in 

other words, how to tell a story beyond a flashy brochure. So, can we come up with a list 

of the most important things that Rotarians need support to carry on this message to the 

community we serve? 

Comments 

Margaret Epps 

Marketing, PR and Social Media Consultant 

To tell a story beyond the flashy brochures is up to each Rotarian. It's as 

simple as (1) sharing one's involvement with Rotary among colleagues, 

family and friends, (2) being an active member of Rotary, not just a 

Rotarian, and (3) trumpeting the Rotary brand--consistently and visibly (I 

elaborate on this very important item below). My alma mater's school song has an eloquent 

way of putting it: "O Hampton we never can make thee a song, except as our lives do the 

singing...in service that will thy great spirit prolong, and send it through centuries ringing." I 

would explain my view from the perspective of a marcomm (marketing communications) 

professional...and from the perspective of a still-too-new-of-a-member-to-have-a-conflict-of-

interest as follows: The Voice and Visual Identity Guidelines is not only a sign of the times, but 

a very necessary and important step toward brand recognition...the kind that allows the real 

Rotary story to be told. Present day marcomm best practices demands continuity (a 

consistent tone of voice, quality of appearance, visibility, broadcast rotation, etc.), and the 

Guidelines establish that in the form of a guideline that--if all follow it--can be rather effective. 

Look at it like an echoed sound...as long as it stays consistent, we listen. When it changes, we 

are confused. If one examines the Microsoft guide, the definition of its brand is almost 

alarming until one recognizes that consistency is the key to validating any of the Microsoft 

products. It's more than what we see and recognize, it has become what we trust. Rotary has 

to have that trust factor before it gets the kind of attention it (and the communities we serve) 

deserves...what Ken Blanchard calls Raving Fans. I've known about Rotary since I was in high 

school, but never found any aspect of it--primarily due to lack of motivation to do so--

relevant to my interests. It was only after serving the local and global communities as a 

volunteer that I rather tripped across Rotary again in my professional life and found kinship, a 

sort of 'natural next,' in my journey as a giver (not to be confused with philanthropy as I am 

not a wealthy individual). Contributing my time and skills to ideas, projects and causes that 

interest and excite me has more substance, in my opinion, as I interact with the Rotary Club. 

Not to the exclusion of other opportunities, mind you, but as a member of the business 

community. More to the point of the branding issue, Rotary was presented to me as a 

prospective member as an ORGANIZED and well-governed organization...and the talk of 

being different attracted me. I am the eccentric person everywhere I go and I am both 

comfortable with that and accustomed to it. I think I might even enjoy it (lol). Rotary's 

dialogue as being an appropriate place for my differences was what attracted me to the 

organization and finally pushed me to want to join. That dialogue/tone, to conclude, was the 

direct result of the Guidelines publication if you examine the printed materials that are now 

being provided to new members. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE………. 

A Harley Biker is riding by the zoo in Washington, DC when he sees a little girl leaning into the 

lion's cage. Suddenly, the lion grabs her by the collar of her jacket and tries to pull her inside 

to slaughter her, under the eyes of her screaming parents.  The biker jumps off his Harley, runs 

to the cage and hits the lion square on the nose with a powerful punch.  Whimpering from the 

pain the lion jumps back letting go of the girl, and the biker brings her to her terrified parents, 

who thank him endlessly. A reporter has watched the whole event.  The reporter addressing 

the Harley rider says, 'Sir, this was the most gallant and brave thing I've seen a man do in my 

whole life.' The Harley rider replies, 'Why, it was nothing, really, the lion was behind bars. I just 

saw this little kid in danger and acted as I felt right.'  The reporter says, 'Well, I'll make sure this 

won't go unnoticed. I'm a journalist, you know, and tomorrow's paper will have this story on 

the front page... So, what do you do for a living and what political affiliation do you have?'  

The biker replies, I'm a U.S. Marine and a Republican. 

 The journalist leaves. 

 The following morning the biker buys the Washington Post to see if it indeed brings news of 

his actions, and reads, on the front page: 

U.S. MARINE ASSAULTS AFRICAN 

IMMIGRANT AND STEALS HIS LUNCH 
...and THAT pretty much sums up the media's approach to the news these days... 
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MY SOUTH AFRICA 

Earlier this year Prof Jonathan Jansen delivered a keynote address as guest speaker at the Rachel's 

Angels inaugural annual lecture at New Orleans Secondary School in Paarl. He was so inspired by the 

evening that he continued to write about the Trust and the programme in the weeks that followed. In 

the light of that we would like to highlight a truly inspiring article that Prof Jansen wrote. 

My South Africa by Prof Jonathan Jansen 

My South Africa is the working-class man who called from the airport to return my wallet 

without a cent missing. It is the white woman who put all three of her domestic worker's 

children through the school that her own child attended. It is the politician in one of our rural 

provinces, Mpumalanga, who returned his salary to the government as a statement that 

standing with the poor had to be more than words. It is the teacher who worked after school 

hours every day during the strike to ensure her children did not miss out on learning during 

the public sector stay-away. My South Africa is the first-year university student in Bloemfontein 

who took all the gifts she received for her birthday and donated them, with the permission of 

the givers, to a home for children in an Aids village. It is the people hurt by racist acts who 

find it in their hearts to publicly forgive the perpetrators. It is the group of farmers in Paarl who 

started a top school for the children of farm workers to ensure they got the best education 

possible while their parents toiled in the vineyards. It is the farmer's wife in Viljoenskroon who 

created an education and training centre for the wives of farm labourers so that they could 

gain the advanced skills required to operate accredited early learning centres for their own 

and other children. My South Africa is that little white boy at a decent school in the Eastern 

Cape who decided to teach the black boys in the community to play cricket, and to fit 

them all out with the togs required to play the gentleman's game.  

It is the two black street children in Durban, caught on camera, who put their spare change 

into the condensed milk tin of the white beggar. It is the Johannesburg pastor who opened 

up his church as a place of shelter for illegal immigrants. It is the Afrikaner woman from 

Boksburg who nailed the white guy who shot and killed one of South Africa's greatest 

freedom fighters outside his home. My South Africa is the man who goes to prison for 27 years 

and comes out embracing his captors, thereby releasing them from their coming misery. It is 

the activist priest who dives into a crowd of angry people to rescue a woman from a sure 

necklacing. It is the former police chief who falls to his knees to wash the feet of Mamelodi 

women whose sons disappeared on his watch; it is the women who forgive him in his act of 

contrition. It is the Cape Town university psychologist who interviews Prime Evil in Pretoria 

Central and comes away with emotional attachment, even empathy, for the human being 

who did such terrible things under apartheid. My South Africa is the quiet, dignified, 

determined township mother from Langa, Cape Town, who straightened her back during the 

years of oppression and decided that her struggle was to raise decent children, insist that 

they learn, and ensure that they not succumb to bitterness or defeat in the face of 

overwhelming odds. It is the two young girls who walked 20km to school every day, even 

through their matric years, and passed well enough to be accepted into university studies. It 

is the student who takes on three jobs, during the evenings and at weekends, to find ways of 

paying for his university studies. My South Africa is the teenager in a wheelchair who works in 

townships serving the poor. It is the pastor of a Kenilworth church, where his parishioners were 

slaughtered, who visits the killers and asks them for forgiveness that he was a beneficiary of 

apartheid. It is the politician who resigns from her politics on conscientious grounds, giving up 

status and salary because of objection in principle to a social policy of her political party. It is 

the young lawyer who decides to dedicate his life to representing those who cannot afford 

to pay for legal services. My South Africa is not the angry, corrupt, violent country whose 

deeds fill the front pages of newspapers and the lead items on the seven o'clock news. It is 

the South Africa often unseen yet powered by the remarkable lives of ordinary people. It is 

the citizens who keep the country together through millions of acts of daily kindness. My 

South Africa is the people listed in the stories above. They are real. I know them. They give me 

hope.                                                                           Ed – Thanks Janet for sending us this.  
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PROJECTS AND EVENTS cont from page 2 
 

ORPHANS & VULNERABLE CHILDREN 

[OVC’s] - Project with Rotary Club of 

Winnipeg Downtown D5550, Canada. 

The goal is to provide AIDS-affected 
children and families with support in 
the areas of health, education and 
food security. 
The main focus of the program is to 
give these children a base in their 
communities where they attend after 
school and get some of the support 
they are missing by not having 
parents. 

oOo 

 

MENTORING PROGRAMME THROUGH 

THE USE OF DIGITAL COMMUNICATION 

This project, for which $2 000 has been 
approved, is the brainchild of Pat 
Draper – we will use retired teachers 
and identify suitable learners to be 
part of this pilot.   

oOo 

 

INKANYEZI ENCANE CRECHE 

We have supplied this crèche, which 
is in desperate need of assistance, 
with educational toys and blankets. 
This was the crèche that Janet 
referred to in a TOTW recently.  
 

SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 13. 

 
oOo 

 

MASAKHANE PRE-SCHOOL 

After much searching we have finally 
found a suitable beneficiary for a 6x6 
building. The pre-school desperately 
needs a separate area for the babies 
and toddlers – they have the space 
and the ground is level. We now await 
a letter from their community 
requesting assistance.  
 

SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 13. 

 

D9370 – SCHOOL SHOE PROJECT 

We are participating in this shoes 
project and hope to receive 480 pairs 
of shoes which will be distributed to 
needy children attending Phoenix 

Pioneer Primary School and Queens-

burgh High School 
 

oOo 
 

BOOKS FOR RETIREMENT HOMES 

Recently President Irene appealed for 
second hand books for a few needy 
retirement homes. We had a good 
response and the first boxes of books 
have been delivered to Ray Hulett Re-

tirement Home and the next lot of 
books will be handed to John 

Conradie Home. This is certainly 
something that could be continued as 
an ongoing project. 
 
SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 13. 

 

oOo 
 

GEE WHIZZ – an ongoing project for 

the distribution of surplus clothing. 

With Norwegian member, Rosemarie 

Gee about to return home, she sought 
a worthy recipient for her surplus 
clothing. There were many 
suggestions and President Irene then 
thought “Why not do this on an 
ongoing basis and call the project 
GEE WHIZZ!” PLEASE go back and read 

President Irene’s page #3 – there must 
be many clothes that you never wear 
and just don’t know what to do with 
them. They are probably still good 
enough to make a needy beneficiary 
very happy – and who will volunteer 
to CHAMPION this project? Someone 

who has space to accept the clothes 
and hold for a few days until a 
suitable home is found? Donors, 
please remember to fold the clothes 
neatly before handing them to this 
volunteer. 
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Top & above – Masakhane Pre-school where 
there is a suitable space to erect a 6x6 wooden 

room for the toddlers & babies. 

 Right – Inkanyezi crèche is situated in an area 
where there is no space for children to play 

outside. 

Right below – Nomisa, who is in charge of the 
Inkanyezi crèche with some of the children and 
their resource packs. 

 

Handover 

of books – 

yes NOT 

beer – at 

Ray Hulett 
Retirement 
Home. A 

successful 

project 

spear-

headed by 

President 

Irene Kotze 
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C’mon, Members, 

here is a really 

worthy cause to 

support. 

How many E-Club 

members who 

take part should 

we be happy  

with? 1? 2? 10? 

20? 

The really nice 

thing about this 

walk is that it does 

not attract 20,000 

walkers in Durban. 

I have also had a 

look at the long 

term weather 

forecast for the 

17th November 

and I am pleased 

to report that no 

hurricanes or 

earthquakes are 

predicted so the 

chances are that 

it will not be cold 

either. 

Who will be there? 

Let me know 

please. Editor  
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20 August 2013 was 

Earth Overshoot Day  
Earth Overshoot Day is the approximate date 

humanity’s 

annual demand 

on nature exceeds what Earth can renew in a year. In just 7 months 

and 20 days, we have demanded a level of ecological resources 

and services — from food and raw materials to sequestering carbon 

dioxide from fossil fuel emissions — equivalent to what Earth can 

regenerate for all of 2013. Humanity has exhausted nature’s budget 

for the year. 

For the rest of the year, we are operating in overshoot. We will 

maintain our ecological deficit by depleting stocks of fish, trees and 

other resources, and accumulating waste such as carbon dioxide in 

the atmosphere and oceans. As our level of consumption, or “spending,” grows, the interest we are 

paying on this mounting ecological debt — shrinking forests, biodiversity loss, fisheries collapse, food 

shortages, degraded land productivity and the build-up of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere and 

oceans — not only burdens the environment but also undermines our economies. Climate change — a 

result of greenhouse gases being emitted faster than they can be absorbed by forests and oceans — is 

the most widespread impact of ecological overspending. 

In 1961, humanity used only about two-thirds of Earth’s available ecological resources. Back then, most 

countries had ecological reserves. Yet both global demand and population are increasing.  In the early 

1970s, increased carbon emissions and human demand for resources began outstripping what the 

planet could renewably produce. We went into ecological overshoot.  

Global Footprint Network’s 2012 National Footprint Accounts:  

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?GlobalFootprintNetwo/b781348c5e/c4f0dfedb7/616110f5eb show humanity is 

now using ecological resources and services at a rate it would take just over 1.5 Earths to renew. We 

are on track to require the resources of two Earths well before mid-century. 

Today, more than 80 percent of the world’s population lives in countries that use more than the 

ecosystems within their own borders can renew. These “ecological debtor” countries either deplete 

their own ecological resources or get them from elsewhere. Japan’s residents consume the ecological 

resources of 7.1 Japans. It would take four Italy’’s to support Italy. Egypt uses the ecological resources 

of 2.4 Egypts. 

Not all countries demand more than their ecosystems can provide, but even the reserves of such 

“ecological creditors” like Brazil, Indonesia, and Sweden are shrinking over time. We can no longer 

sustain a widening budget gap between what nature is able to provide and how much our 

infrastructure, economies and lifestyles require. 

It is possible to turn the tide. Ecological debtors have an incentive to reduce their resource 

dependence, while creditors have the economic, political and strategic motive for preserving their 

ecological capital. 

Global Footprint Network and its network of partners are working with organizations, governments and 

financial institutions around the globe to make decisions aligned with ecological reality. Rather than 

liquidating resources, it is wiser to treat them as an ongoing source of wealth. 

Earth Overshoot Day is a valuable opportunity to raise awareness about humanity’s ecological 

resource use. We invite you to promote Earth Overshoot Day on your website, in your newsletters and 

on your social media channels. Our Twitter handle (@EndOvershoot) uses the hashtags #OvershootDay, 

#EcologicalFootprint and #EcologicalOvershoot. 

We would love to hear your plans to mark Earth Overshoot Day, (Ed – a bit late for us to make plans but 

never too late to contemplate the future] whether as simple as a newsletter item or Facebook post, or 

as elaborate as a national plant-a-tree campaign. Also, please inform us of any media coverage in the 

form of links to newspaper articles or broadcast reports.  

You can reach us at media@footprintnetwork.org. 
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Here is a way to spend a relaxing Saturday or Sunday in beautiful 

surroundings while at the same time supporting a good cause. 

SUPPORT SPCA - Open Gardens in Durban North are back 
On 19 & 20 October 2013, visit six stunning Durban North Gardens ... and support our 

SPCA at the same time! 
Just R50 per person (R45 for 
pensioners/no 
charge for children 
under 12 
accompanied by an 
adult) includes tea 
and entrance to all 
six gardens in:  

• Inverness Crescent 
• Kensington Drive 
• Berkeley Crescent 
• Chelsea Drive 
• Windsor Drive 
• Gelderland Road 

The tea garden is at the Gelderland Road address, where the breathtaking view is accompanied by 

a complimentary delicious fresh homemade treat as well as a cuppa courtesy of Durban North 

Garden Club. This venue will also feature the SPCA collectables stall.  

For your convenience, you can buy your tickets online now through our convenient and safe 

website. www.spcadbn.org.za 

The Open Gardens fundraiser is proudly sponsored by Marshall Security, and all proceeds go 

towards the cost of caring for abused, neglected and abandoned animals at the Durban & Coast 

SPCA. Well known as 'The Rose Man' in Durban North, Stuart Bastow is the convenor of the 

gardens and liaises with each of the home owners for months prior to the event to ensure that their 

gardens are pristine on the day. Stuart's garden is also one of those on show at the event and it 

boasts over 1000 varieties of roses.  

If you have any queries please contact me on 031 579 6535 or reply to this email.  

Kind regards  

Caroline Smith  
Marketing Manager 

 

Cnr Willowfield Crescent/Inanda Road   

Springfield Park, Durban  

Tel. 031 579-6500 

Fax 031 579-4351 
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