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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT – HURRAY!!! 

A proud Irene Kotze, 

President of the E-

Club of South Africa 

One, on stage, after 

receiving the Certi-

ficate of Recogni-

tion from DG Greg 

We are pleased to congratulate our EDITOR!! 

At Discon 2014 the Awards for the best bulletins were announced by DG Greg Cryer  

YES YES YES!!! 

The Award for best Fortnightly Club Bulletin [for the 3rd consecutive year] went to: 

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE   - Thank you Gerald for all the time and effort you spend in putting 

together a brilliant edition every fortnight. You are just great!! From all the members of 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 
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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

Please remember that it is the 

responsibility of each Rotarian 

to introduce prospective 

Rotarians. 

Rotarians should always be on 

the lookout for suitable 

projects that would be suitable 

for our E-Club to undertake. 

 

April is Magazine Month in 

the Rotary calendar. 
The Rotarian is the official English-

language magazine of Rotary and is 

published at Rotary headquarters in 

Evanston. It has a circulation of 

400 000.  

The Rotary World Magazine Press is 

made up of 31 regional magazines 

that are independently produced in 

their countries across the globe. These 

regional magazines are published in 

25 different languages, are distributed 

in more than 130 countries, and have 

a combined circulation of 800 000. 

The Rotary Africa magazine, first 

published as South African Rotary in 

1926, serves 20 countries in Southern 

Africa in 7 districts. [9210; 9211; 9212; 

9220; 9350; 9370 & 9400] 

Rotary Africa, with a circulation of 5000 

falls into the bottom third of the 

Regional Magazines with regards to 

circulation figures. 

The Regional Magazines with really 

large circulations are Japan with 

108 000; India 97 000; The Nordic 

Countries 70 000 and Germany & 

Korea 60 000 each.  

At the 2013 Council on Legislation a 

decision was taken that all members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

be given a choice of subscribing to 

either a printed magazine or a digital 

magazine where it was available. You 

will have read about the Rotary Africa 

digital version in previous editions of 

OUTA SPACE. Not many Rotarians 

appear to be prepared to swop their 

printed copy for a digital one. 

The greatest resource of the regional 

magazines is the dedication of the 

loyal Rotarians who create and 

oversee the various publications.  

The regional magazine editors, 

whether they are paid professional 

journalists or volunteers, past district 

governors or new members, have the 

common thread of a strong 

dedication to the ideals of Rotary 

service and a commitment to provide 

information and inspiration about 

Rotary to their readers worldwide.  

Then there are the many Rotarians who 

submit articles and photos [at least 

1mb] for publication in Rotary Africa. 

Without them, there would be no 

Rotary Africa Magazine.  
    

Have FunHave FunHave FunHave Fun 
Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen ----    EEEEditorditorditorditor    
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 BIRTHDAYS 
APRIL 

22nd – Keith Kirton 

ANNIVERSARIES 
APRIL 

27th – Keith & Rae Kirton 

PERHAPS THE ABOVE COULD SIMPLY BE 

CALLED ‘KIRTON KORNER’ 

 

DATES TO DIARISE 

2014 
 

19th April – Birthday of Paul Harris, the       

                   Founder of Rotary – read more     

                   on pages 12 & 13 
 

31st May – International Rotary Evening –    

                  read all about this on page 8 
 

 

21ST SEPTEMBER 

 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK 
ROSTER FOR APR/MAY/JUN 

21st April – PJ Cloete 

28th April – Patrick Kleu 

5th May – Jean Singh 

12th May – Aadila Sabat 

19th May – Ailsa Kaminski 

26th May – Nareshini Ranganthan 

2nd June – Michael Ferry 

9th June – Gunnar Light 

16th June – Bob Kistnasamy 

23rd June – Gordon & Lynn Dowsett 

30th June – Jayne Martin   

Please DIARISE and remember to let 

President Irene Kotze have your TOPIC of 

the Week by, at least, the preceding 

Thursday. If you are unable to fulfil this 

duty, please advise the President 

timeously. 

For members to read the TOPIC of the 

Week they need to be able to access our 

Members Clubhouse on the website. If 

you have lost or forgotten your password 

please send our Secretary an email 

requesting a new password.  
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 

EMOYENI EDUCARE CENTRE 

Wooden hut erected and we now just 

need to take a few photo’s  

oOo 

MASKHANE CRECHE 

Repairs to flooring is now being done 

and should be completed in next 

fortnight 

oOo 

HYDRO VEGETABLE GROWING UNIT 

There are now 3 VGU’s in place – 

Lighthouse project in Mooi River 

[Arlene Arnold]; 100-on-Venice 

[Patrick Kleu]; Ithembalethu Educare 

Centre [Irene Kotze] and we look 

forward to the progress reports 

oOo 

PLEASE remember to deposit the 

money collected from sale of raffle 

tickets.   
oOo 

ROTARY FAMILY HEALTH DAYS 
Read about some of the successes on 

page 10. 

oOo 

GoToMeeting – 20h00 to 21h00 – Apr/Jun 

WEDNESDAY 23rd April – Report back on  

                              District Conference 

5th May – Youth Services 

19th May – Service Projects 

2nd June – Fellowships 

16th June – Membership 

Our Johannesburg member, Michael 

Chen paid Gerald Sieberhagen a surprise 

visit in Benoni when he was attending the 

Council of Southern Africa Governors 

recently. [Gerald does look surprised !!] 

 

 



 

 

 

  

OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
Page 3 

 
 

PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE 

 
Dear Fellow Rotarians  

On Friday 11th April 2014 it was ‘ship ahoy’ for 

more than 500 Rotarians from our District. This 

year’s annual Discon was on board the good 

ship OPERA. Now before you are allowed to 

enter the sanctuary of your comfortable 

cabin or enjoy the luxurious lounges on the 

ship, you have to reign in your anticipation, 

muster inner strength to endure the looooong 

queues to check in your luggage and then 

on to passport control and of course have 

your photograph taken for security reasons, 

who knows you might want to hijack the ship 

and recover your passage fee and additional 

funds to force the crew sail to distant shores.  

Then all the little irritations are forgotten, when 

5 hours later at 14:30, we were on our way. 

During the afternoon and night we navigated 

in a northerly direction along the South 

African coast into Mozambican waters and 

when we woke up on Saturday morning we 

were anchored in the Bay of Maputo 2 

nautical miles from Portuguese Island.  

It had been a very windy night and some of 

us were not sure why we could not walk in a 

straight line from the entertainment venues to 

our cabins. Two glasses of wine with dinner 

could not have that effect? We soon realised 

that we had left our “land legs” behind and 

were at the mercy of the rolling waves of the 

sea.  

Our DG had promised a fun filled cruise with 

only a couple of hours on Friday evening and 

some more hours of serious Rotary stuff on 

Sunday, which meant that Saturday was set 

aside for FUN and, for some, a chance to 

explore Portuguese Island.   

 

‘FUN’ has different nuances, and on reflection, 

what at the time was NO FUN has become a FUN 

memory. Speeding across the ocean in [or more 

appropriately on] a Rubberduck from the ship to 

the island at top speed and hitting every wave, 

your President and Secretary/Treasurer, Gerald, 

sitting on the outer rim of a Rubberduck and 

hanging on for dear life was NO FUN at the time. It 

was scary and thoughts of ‘hope my will is in order’ 

crossed my mind. But as I said, on reflection, my 

thoughts were: ‘LIFE IS THERE FOR DARING TO 

ENJOY EVERY MOMENT AND EVERY CHALLENGE; 

AFTER ALL WE ONLY HAVE ONE LIFE TO LIVE’.  

I suppose I should take the serious approach with 

this News Snippet and report back on all the 

SERIOUS ROTARY TALK, which took place on 

Sunday at DISCON 2014 and yes, the emphasis 

was on membership and how we can attract 

members and engage them with Rotary and how 

to use the new branding of Rotary. But then I 

believe that all of our members are aware that we 

all strive to do our best to bring the message of 

Rotary to our friends and acquaintances.  

There were some excellent videos about 

leadership and ideas to attract members, but 

again we EACH have to do that MY WAY, there is 

no simple formula on how to attract a new 

member. I strongly believe that we have to use our 

own initiative and conviction to get the message 

across. That message can only come across IF WE 

BELIEVE IN ROTARY AND WHY WE ARE MEMBERS. Let 

us strive to grow our E-Club, and we will, and in 

doing so, ensure that our District is a stronghold in 

Southern Africa and yes, around the World. 

We have made new friends and the best result of 

the conference is that we have  been introduced 

to a new project by Discon attendees from 

California who are going to share with us and our 

district the GIVE HOPE = GIVE A HAND PROJECT. In 

short a Hand Prosthesis that enables amputees to 

be functional. You will learn more about this in the 

next edition. It is my privilege to be able to work 

with the District in finding suitable recipients. This is 

a project I am very excited about and will 

dedicate a lot of time to it but need your input. 

Best of all, the hand is for FREE and will benefit so 

many and change their lives.  

There was an item on the conference agenda ‘MY 

ROTARY MOMENT’ and for me this conference has 

brought that moment with the ‘GIVE HOPE = GIVE 

A HAND PROJECT’.     

Les & Shirley Hutton, Bob & Anita Kistnasamy & 

Gerald Sieberhagen and Quique Gonzales were 

the other E-Club members who attended.  

We missed you all, but understand that for a 

number of our members a cruise, especially the 

EXOTICS, was not possible but you were in our 

thoughts throughout the entire conference and I 

hope you had FUN whatever you were doing 

during this past weekend.  

Till next time - IreneIreneIreneIrene 
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Rotary International Newsletters 
Our newsletters help you stay current on the topics that interest you most. Anyone can 

subscribe once they create an account and sign in. To get started as a new subscriber, or to 

make changes to your existing subscriptions, click the button below. 

Manage Subscriptions 

End Polio Now - An update about Rotary’s polio eradication efforts that includes 

inspiring stories and the latest statistics. 

Rotary Giving & Grants - Information to help you support Rotary's work through 

contributions and grant-funded activities, published quarterly.  

Membership Minute - Rotary stories and the latest membership development ideas, 

strategies, and resources. 

New Generations - News and developments about Rotary's youth and young adult 

programs: Interact, Rotaract, and RYLA. 

Peace Net - A forum for the Rotary Peace Centers community, published every other 

month. 

Reconnections - News about Rotary alumni. 

RI Convention Update - News, updates, and deadline information about Rotary's 

annual convention. 

Rotary Leader - Practical information to help club and district leaders achieve success, 

published every other month. 

Rotary Service Update - Information to help Rotary members plan effective and 

inspired service projects. 

Rotary Training Talk - The latest RI training news, including RI mailings, RI Board 

decisions that affect training, and training tips. 

Rotary Youth Exchange newsletter - Information and updates on current Youth 

Exchange events and resources. 

Visions - Information about the benefits of charitable estate and financial planning. 

Primarily intended for a U.S. audience. 

Vocational Service Update - News and resources related to vocational service, 

published quarterly. 

Weekly Update - An update on news and information for Rotary members, as well as 

developments from around the Rotary world. 
 

 

 

During Rotary Magazine Month it is also appropriate to have a look at what 

Rotary International offers by way of NEWSLETTERS – delivered free of charge 

to your computer. Subscribing is just a √√√√    away. If you Google Rotary Inter-

national Newsletters you will be taken to the web page shown below and 

then when you click on Manage Subscriptions you will be taken to a page 

where you then √√√√    the newsletters that you wish to receive. Please do not 

think that you will be inundated with newsletters – and if you do not find any 

value in a particular newsletter you may always unsubscribe.  

The newsletter right at the bottom of the list ‘Weekly Update’ is very useful so 

please choose to receive it as well. 
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GoToMeeting 
Our scheduled GoToMeetings are always listed on Page 2 of OUTA SPACE. 

Members are invited to join the meeting by means of an email that is sent out during the 

week before the meeting – the message includes the Meeting ID number. There will 

invariably be an attachment entitled GoToMeetingAttendeeQuickRefGuide which you are 

encouraged to read before attending a GTM. The GTM on 7th April was all about Rotary 

Magazine Month and Gerald, in his capacity as Chairman of the Board of Rotary in Africa 

gave the attendees quite a lot of insight into what goes on behind the scenes in the 

production of the Rotary Africa Magazine, one of 31 regional magazines that make up the 

Rotary World Magazine Press.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GoToMeeting Members Roll-Call – 2014 

Irene Kotze, Pat Draper, John Fannin, Gerald Sieberhagen, PJ Cloete, Arlene 

Arnold, Angie Mitchell, Keith Kirton, Patrick Kleu, Patrick Andries, Aadila Sabat, 

David Tilling, Gunnar Light, Janet Rouillard, Suzanne Edmunds [15] [37.5%]           

TOPIC of the Week – Roll-Call – 2014 

Jeff Watts, Suzanne Edmunds, Gareth Morgan, Jeneth van Leeuwen, Keith Kirton, 

Gerald Sieberhagen, John Fannin, Irene Kotze, David Tilling, Janet Rouillard, Rob 

Lindegger, Patrick Andries, Angie Mitchell, Patrick Kleu, Pat Draper, Les Hutton, 

Paul Maistry, Aadila Sabat, Jean Singh [19] [48.7%]                                 

 
HAPPY NEWS or SAD NEWS 

When I visited the Rotary Club of Davie/Cooper City in 2006 they had a 

Happy Dollar/Sad Dollar slot during their meeting. If a member had 

something to share it could be done after paying a Dollar. We introduced 

that at RC of Durban Bay and I see many clubs have also adopted this.  

My suggestion is that we simply have a HAPPY NEWS or SAD NEWS without 

the need of paying for the privilege. All you need do is send a short snippet 

to the Editor of OUTA SPACE and it will be included in the next edition.    

This OUTA SPACE hasn’t even been released yet, and believe it or not I have already 

received a couple of HAPPY NEWS items. 
 

From Sue Hawkins “this is a day of good news, I have accepted a teaching job in Durban, 

Grosvenor Girls today”! Sue, we are very happy for you – WONDERFUL news. Ed 
 

From Patrick Kleu “My daughter, Dana and I are walking across Switzerland to raise 

awareness and funds for vulnerable kids, in this case, the Domino Foundation. The URL for 

the blog re is http://walking4kids.wordpress.com. We would be grateful if you could 

distribute this to all our e-club members and with the request to send as far and wide as 

possible to assist us in generating support for these kids”. Thank you. Kind regards Patrick 

Kleu. Patrick, we will follow the walk with great interest. 

Seeing that Page 5 was left out of the last OUTA SPACE, the two items above have 

been repeated. 

During the past fortnight there has been no HAPPY NEWS and thankfully NO SAD 

NEWS reported to the Editor. 
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You will have seen this advert in your ‘printed’ copy of the Rotary Africa 

Magazine. Why not join the many other Rotarians who are choosing to go 

digital – ideal for our EXOTICS!! For our E-Club members – you do not need 

to advise your Club Secretary if you choose digital – he will pick it when 
you apply. PS – in case you have forgotten, we are in District 9370. 
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EARLYACT CLUB of OUR LADY OF FATIMA PRIMARY SCHOOL  
March 2014 – Lyndy Proctor [EarlyAct Facilitator] 

The end of a very busy term, and days away to the next one starting, so I 

thought I would give you a quick update on how we are going. 

Our Grade 3 and 4 group has been very active this 1st term.  They have 

collected money to help buy food and blanket parcels for the poor in the 

Inchanga area, and have also raised funds and clothing for Tafta.  They have 

again driven a litter campaign in the Junior School, making posters and 

patrolling at break.  Their participation has been quite remarkable, with much 

enthusiasm and commitment.  Sophia Oosthuysen is the teacher in charge, 

and has been very encouraging and has given a lot of direction. 

The Grade 5, 6 and 7 group has met regularly and function with the correct 

office bearers and we make every effort to run our meetings in the correct 

manner.  I have allowed them to take a lot of responsibility, and we have 

spent a lot of last term learning how to run things properly. We have also 

done the planning of our outreach.  They have decided on 3 projects – 

supporting the Highway SPCA, a local babies’ home and a rural primary 

school.  A Grade 7 EarlyActor is in charge of each project, and hopefully we 

will get underway with more action this term. 

Our membership fluctuates between 50/70 members. 
 

 

 

If you have wandered into the 

Medisport Pharmacy in the 

Umhlanga Village recently, you 

might have met a charming little 

dog by the name of Humphrey 

Immerman.  He is so good 

looking and well groomed that 

you probably assumed he came 

from a litter of beautiful puppies. 

In fact a year ago he was found 

abandoned and injured in 

Phoenix and lay for seven weeks 

with time running out in a small 

cage at the SPCA.  He had the 

good fortune to be adopted by 

Alwyn Immerman, a pharmacist, 

and when Mandela Day came 

around last year Alwyn had an 

inspired idea.  He took 

Humphrey to work with him, 

where he lay quietly next to the 

donation box with a little sign 

proclaiming, ‘Please give 

generously to the SPCA for 

Mandela Day because that’s 

where I come from’ 

 

Meet Humphrey Immerman, a charming, 

but no ordinary, canine gentleman 

 

HUMPHREY IMMERMAN has his own Facebook page – check it out to see how 

much he has raised for the SPCA so far, and this is only the beginning…….. 
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V.I.P. INVITATION 

The Presidents and Secretaries 

Of all Rotary Clubs in District 9370 

Dear Presidents and Fellow Rotarians, 

The Rotary Club of Isipingo–Morningside, based in Durban-Morningside, is hosting an 

International Evening on Saturday 31 May 2014 at the Champions Room (Largest hall at 

Greyville Race Course).  Some of you may well recall the International Evening when we 

presented Helen Suzman and Nelson Mandela (represented by Jeff Radebe) with Paul Harris 

Awards at the Amanzimtoti Civic Hall.  This turned out to be a truly sumptuous and 

delightful evening for all. 

We hereby invite you to participate by showcasing a stall that would best represent a country 

with, country flag, décor, food and traditional attire.  Should you wish, you are also invited to 

perform a song or dance so we can all celebrate and appreciate that specific Country and its 

cultural diversity.  Entertainers will be entitled to free entry whereas stall representatives and 

other guests would be welcome to purchase tickets at a reasonable rate. 

Provision shall be made for three trestle tables with white table cloths and some seating for 

each stall.  We anticipate having stalls representing a dozen different countries.  Clubs in the 

District are hereby given the opportunity to take a stall by providing dishes of a particular 

country.  While proceeds from tickets sold by such Club will go towards their respective 

coffers, stall holders will showcase their country’s unique cuisines where the serving of small 

portions is encouraged. Paper plates or suitable crockery would be supplied to each stall.  The 

rest would be up to the individual stall holder to highlight the country represented in 

whatever manner they choose. 

Date:  Saturday, 31 May 2014 

Venue: Champions Room, Greyville Race Course Time:  3.30 pm to 9.00 pm  

(Also Race day from 11.00 am until 5.30 pm) 

Contact: Pickey Dass Office 031 9109100; Venessa Lazarus 031 9109143 Cell 083 7771797 

Saran Naidoo - 031 3072070 Cell 083 7777111; Avi Ramlakan 031 9026373 or 083 7986377 

 

 Any ideas/suggestions by our members? 

Here is what President Irene has suggested: 

In the beginning there was a toss-up between something English like:  
Traditional English pub style ploughman’s lunch; Bangers with apple mash; Mini 

pork pies with piccalilli or Herb toad in the hole [Ed - whatever that may be –  

maybe a misprint and could be ‘Herb toast with a hole in the middle’!] 

or perhaps something Swiss like this: 
We could do a fondue either with cheese or meat with a traditional dip and 

home baked Swiss bread. This one as it brings people together and we could 

have a pot on each table; Or Roesti (that is similar to a potato cake [Ed - fancy 

the Swiss making a potato cake when they could easily make a chocolate 

cake] with Fleischkaese that is not cheese but a potted meat; or Raclette (hot 

cheddar) with gherkins and pickled onions. [Ed – all sounds like Greek to me. 

Hmmm now there’s a thought – what about something Greek? No on second 

thoughts that would be just far too easy]. 

If we go for the Swiss option we also have a song/dance/sketch – all we 

need for the cast is a Farmer, his wife and two daughters and one other 

as well as a narrator. If we do not get volunteers we will simply nominate 
the members of the cast! WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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These are actual comments made by 16 Police Officers. The comments were 

taken off actual police car videos around the country: Ed – Not sure which country! 

1. "You know stop lights don't come any redder than the one you just went  

through." 

2. "Relax, the handcuffs are tight because they're new. They'll stretch after you 

wear them a while." 

3. "If you take your hands off the car, I'll make your birth certificate a worthless  

document." 

4. "If you run, you'll only go to jail tired." 

5. "Can you run faster than 1200 feet per second, because that's the speed of the 

bullet that'll be chasing you?" (LOVE IT)  

6. "You don't know how fast you were going? I guess that means I can write 

anything I want to on the ticket, huh?" (MY FAVORITE)  

7. "Yes, sir, you can talk to the shift supervisor, but I don't think it will help. Oh,  

did I mention that I'm the shift supervisor?" 

8. "Warning! You want a warning? O.K, I'm warning you not to do that again or I'll 

give you another ticket." 

9. "The answer to this last question will determine whether you are drunk or not. 

Was Mickey Mouse a cat or a dog?" 

10. "Fair? You want me to be fair? Listen, fair is a place where you go to ride on 

rides, eat cotton candy and corn dogs." 

11. "Yeah, we have a quota. Two more tickets and my wife gets a toaster oven." 

12. "In God we trust; all others we run through NCIC." (National Crime Information Center) 

13. "Just how big were those 'two beers' you say you had?" 

14. "No sir, we don't have quotas anymore. We used to, but now we're allowed to 

write as many tickets as we can." 

15. "I'm glad to hear that the Chief (of Police) is a personal friend of yours. So 

you know someone who can post your bail." 

AND THE WINNER IS.... 

16. "You didn't think we give pretty women tickets? You're right, we don't.. Sign  

here."         

 

 

 

Why do supermarkets make the sick walk all the way 

to the back of the store to get their prescriptions while 

healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front?  
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FRIDAY 4
th

 APRIL, 2014 

Dear Rotary Leaders, Steering Committee Heads and Rotarians of South Africa 

On behalf of Marion Bunch and Anton Meerkotter, I would like to express our sincere and deepest 

appreciation for the extraordinary roll out of the 2014 Rotary Family Health Days throughout South 

Africa during the last three days in over 140 sites. 

We have been fortunate to have visited sites in all three of the Rotary Districts over the last four 

days and have been overwhelmed at what we have witnessed.  The commitment from Rotarians has 

been, unsurprisingly, outstanding and you have once again “come through” true to form and lived by 

the Rotary value of Service Above Self. 

It is too early to have a clear indication of our impact and reach but there have been some 

phenomenal stories that have been shared across the country and literally thousands of people have 

been served. We will share the final figures with you once all reconciliations have been done. 

I urge you to go on to our Facebook page and website to see some of the beautiful stories and 

pictures and to please add YOUR story.  Thank you to those who have telephoned or tweeted and 

kept the communication and encouraging stories going. 

The Rotary Family Health Days simply would NOT have happened in South Africa without your 

dedicated input and responsive Call to Action from our District Governors.   

For this, we thank and applaud you all! 

Wishing you all a restful weekend 

Most sincerely 

Sue Paget 

 

 

 

Our Club members once again teamed up with Rotarians from Durban 

Berea and Thekwini Clubs and provided support for the RFHD from St Pauls 

Anglican Church Hall in Pine Street, Central Durban. Whereas last year we 

had 270 ‘customers’ on a Thursday/Friday facility, this year we had 613 

‘customers’ over the 3 day period Wednesday to Friday. Irene Kotze [our 

Club RFHD Champion], Les Hutton, Angie Mitchell, Janet Rouillard and 

Gerald Sieberhagen as well as Exchange Student, Quique Gonzales 

Esteva were in attendance at one or other time.  

Keith Kirton, you will be pleased to know that this year we had an 

optometrist in attendance on 2 days and 102 people were seen. 82 were 

referred for either spectacles, cataracts, glaucoma or eye pathology.   
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During WWII, U.S. airplanes were armed with belts of bullets which they would shoot during dog-

fights and on strafing runs. These belts were folded into the wing compartments that fed their ma-

chine guns. These belts measure 27 feet and contained hundreds of rounds of bullets. Often times, 

the pilots would return from their missions having expended all of their bullets on various targets. 

They would say, “I gave them the whole nine yards,” meaning they used up all of their ammunition. 

 ********************************* 

In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image was either sculpted or painted. 

Some paintings of George Washington showed him standing behind a desk with one arm behind his 

back while others showed both legs and both arms. Prices charged by painters were not based on 

how many people were to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted. Arms and legs are 

'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence the expression, 'Okay, but it'll 

cost you an arm and a leg.' (Artists know hands and arms are more difficult to paint.) 

 ****************************** 

As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a year (May and October). Women 

kept their hair covered, while men shaved their heads (because of lice and bugs) and wore wigs. 

Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool. They couldn't wash the wigs, so to clean 

them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes. The 

heat would make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term 'big wig'. Today we often use the term 'here 

comes the Big Wig' because someone appears to be or is powerful and wealthy. 

 ********************************* 

In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with only one chair. Commonly, a long 

wide board folded down from the wall, and was used for dining. The 'head of the household' always 

sat in the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor. Occasionally a guest, who was usually a 

man, would be invited to sit in this chair during a meal. To sit in the chair meant you were important 

and in charge. They called the one sitting in the chair the 'chair man.' Today in business, we use the 

expression or title 'Chairman' or 'Chairman of the Board.' [Ed - Just a plank then, no big deal!!] 

********************************* 

Early politicians required feedback from the public to determine what the people considered 

important. Since there were no telephones, TV's or radios, the politicians sent their assistants to 

local taverns, pubs and bars. They were told to 'go sip some Ale and listen to people's conversations 

and political concerns. Many assistants were dispatched at different times. 'You go sip here' and 'You 

go sip there.' The two words 'go sip' were eventually combined when referring to the local opinion 

and, thus we have the term 'gossip.' 

********************************** 

One more: bet you didn't know this! In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many freighters 

carried iron cannons. Those cannons fired round iron cannon balls. It was necessary to keep a good 

supply near the cannon. However, how to prevent them from rolling about the deck? The best 

storage method devised was a square-based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four resting on 

nine, which rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right 

next to the cannon. There was only one problem....how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or 

rolling from under the others. The solution was a metal plate called a 'Monkey' with 16 round 

indentations. However, if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The 

solution to the rusting problem was to make 'Brass Monkeys.' Few landlubbers realize that brass 

contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled.. Consequently, when the temperature 

dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannonballs would come 

right off the monkey; Thus, it was quite literally, 'Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey.' 

(All this time, you thought that was an improper expression, didn't you.) 

 

 

IF YOU EVER WONDERED ABOUT SOME THINGS, WONDER NO MORE!! 
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Rotary's Power for World Peace 
It was a typical autumn in Chicago in 1946. There was a brisk, cold wind out of the northwest. The 

Chicago Cubs had just finished another unsuccessful season in the National League. And Leland 

Case asked Rotary International founder Paul P. Harris to write another article for the Rotarian, the 

typical, obligatory “It’s Anniversary time again, what’s in store for Rotary next year?” article. 

It was done ahead of the deadline. In point of fact, when Paul Percy Harris lay his head down for the 

final time on 27 January 1947, the February 1947 issue of The Rotarian not only had been printed, 

but so also was a mailer, ready to be labelled and sent to the Postal Service. So, when Rotarians 

around the world began to receive their copies, what they found was an issue with a color picture of 

Saguaro cactus on the cover, and the obligatory anniversary message from Harris on the inside. 

Many didn’t even know that Paul P. Harris had attended his last meeting, or that the issue of The 

Rotarian that they had just received contained the last writings of Paul Harris. 

Some wouldn’t find out of the passing of Harris until they received the following month’s issue, a 

memorial to Harris, and most never knew that they had held a copy of Harris’ last writings. 

Doug Rudman 

  

Rotary's Two score and Two 

It was unselfish men who made the movement what it is, says the Founder in this anniversary 

message. 

By Paul P. Harris 

Founder and President Emeritus of Rotary International 

Glancing back through my anniversary messages of the past, it seemed to me that I had covered 

every inch of the ground; that I had told everything I knew. Then the thought came to me that I had 

omitted the question Rotarians most frequently ask me: "When you founded Rotary, did you think that 

it would come to anything like this?" 

My answer to that question is, "No." My thoughts on that day 42 years ago this month when the first 

Club first met, were far from any such thing. Recall Andrew Carnegie's answer to an adoring lady who 

asked him if he did not think that his great work was inspirational: "No, madam, I think it was more 

perspirational than inspirational." 

So it was in Rotary. There was no inspired beginning. Young businessmen, mostly from the country, 

came in response to my call. Unacquainted with city life, we gathered together to help and befriend 

each other. We had been lonesome and we had found a cure for lonesomeness. We looked forward 

to meetings as a traveller in a desert looks forward to oases. We banished "Mister" and used first 

names. Silvester Schiele suggested photographs in our roster and the reading of papers on our 

respective businesses. Harry Ruggles contributed Club singing. 

My plan for our Club provided that only one member of each business or profession would be eligible 

for membership. We would thus be able to enjoy the fellowship and also to help each other in our 

respective vocations. The Club grew by leaps and bounds, and representatives of different 

nationalities, religions, and political faiths came in. Complete tolerance prevailed. 

Our peace and tranquillity soon burst their bounds, however. We ceased to be content with 

isolationism and began Community Service, built upon the rock of fellowship and goodwill, and that 

foundation has never been shaken. Rotary became known as a beneficial influence in the city of 

Chicago. 

Almost contemporaneously, l started a campaign for Rotary Clubs in other cities. Most of the 

membership considered it a vagary beyond the bounds of reason. So, I went forward alone, but with 

the sympathy of all. It is a matter of history how Club Number Two was organized in San Francisco, 

how Rotary went across the Canadian border to Winnipeg and eventually across the sea to the British 

Isles, where it became an influence throughout the length and breadth of Britain. Cuba came in, and, 

eventually, Rotary spanned the world.                                                                    CONT ON PAGE 13 

Celebrating the birthday of Paul Harris on 19th April 
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If I was the architect, Chesley R. Perry was the builder. He is to be credited with as much of the 
results as any other man. A member of the Chicago Club, he was elected Secretary of the National 
Association of Rotary Clubs when it was formed in 1910. He served, as my readers well know, as 
Rotary's Secretary from then until 1942, meanwhile founding and long editing this magazine. And then 
there were men like the late James W. Davidson, of Canada, who with his countryman Colonel J. 
Layton Ralston, "planted" Rotary in the Antipodes. Later when Jim's health and strength were failing, 
he spent three years in completing the span of the world, bringing Rotary to many more lands. After 
reporting to Rotary International's Board in Chicago, Jim returned to Canada and died. 
Rotary came up the hard way, through the work of self-sacrificing men who gave of themselves 
unsparingly. Now it continues on its miracle-working way. Its fellowship causes men to take up their 
beds (ill advisedly sometimes, I think) and walk, rather than break their attendance at Rotary 
meetings. 
However, Rotary does yeoman service in countless other ways as well. Note how it is spreading 
knowledge of the United Nations, wherein civilization itself is at stake. How could Rotary do 
otherwise? The delegates are assembled to promote international understanding and goodwill. This is 
the very heart's core of Rotary teaching. Rotarians were members of 20 delegations and chairman of 
seven of them at the San Francisco meeting of the United Nations. More power, more power to you, 
my beloved Rotary! 
It must be remembered that 1905, the year of Rotary's birth, was not far removed from the horse-and-
buggy days. And now we are in the age of the airplane, and the split atom, and still Rotary keeps up. 
For example, Phil Lovejoy, Ches Perry's able successor, can catch a plane in Chicago, land in 
London, visit several Clubs, and be back at his desk within one week! 
No, Mr. Rotarian, I did not in 1905 foresee a worldwide movement of 6,000 Clubs and 300,000 men. 
When a man plants an unpromising sapling in the early Springtime, can he be sure that someday 
here will grow a mighty tree? Does he not have to reckon on rain and sun, and the smile of 
Providence? Once he sees the first bud, ah, then he can begin to dream of shade. 

This Article was extracted from: 

   

 

 

The Rotary Global History Fellowship is just one of the 66 Rotary Fellowships 

which Rotarians, their spouses/partners and Rotaractors are able to join. 

For more information go to www.rotary.org/Fellowships 
 
Do any of our members have good experiences about Fellowships 
membership that they would like to share? 
 
The Rotarian E-Club Fellowship has 1 110 members but only 3 from our Club. 
Of those 3, only 1 has joined the REF Lounge & Café which has 134 
members. Whilst the Rotarian E-Club Fellowship is open to all Rotarians, their 
spouses/partners and Rotaractors, the REF Lounge & Café is more 
restrictive/exclusive. 
 
There are different subscription rates for membership of Rotary Fellowships – 
and many are Free. WHY NOT FIND ONE THAT INTERESTS YOU AND JOIN IT 
TODAY!!!!   
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SOME ADULT TRUTHS 

1. Sometimes I'll look down at my watch 3 consecutive times and still 

not know what time it is. 

2. Nothing sucks more than that moment during an argument when 

you realize you're wrong. 

3. I totally take back all those times I didn't want to nap when I was 

younger. 

4. There is great need for a sarcasm font. 

5. How the hell are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet? 

6. Was learning cursive really necessary? 

7. Map Quest or Google Maps really need to start their directions on 

#5. I'm pretty sure I know how to get out of my neighborhood. 

8. Obituaries would be a lot more interesting if they told you how the 

person died. 

9. I can't remember the last time I wasn't at least kind-of tired. 

10. Bad decisions make good stories. 

11. You never know when it will strike, but there comes a moment 

when you know that you just aren't going to do anything productive 

for the rest of the day. 

12. I'm always slightly terrified when I exit out of Word and it asks me if 

I want to save any changes to my ten-page technical report that I 

swear I did not make any changes to. 

13. I keep some people's phone numbers in my phone just so I know 

not to answer when they call. 

14. I think the freezer deserves a light as well. 

15. I have a hard time deciphering the fine line between boredom 

and hunger. 

16. How many times is it appropriate to say "What?" before you just 

nod and smile because you still didn't hear or understand a word 

they said? 

17. I love the sense of camaraderie when an entire line of cars team 

up to prevent a jerk from cutting in at the front. Stay strong, brothers 

and sisters! 

18. Shirts get dirty. Underwear gets dirty. Pants? Pants never get dirty, 

and you can wear them forever. 

19. Even under ideal conditions people have trouble locating their 

car keys in a pocket, finding their cell phone, and Pinning the Tail on 

the Donkey - but I'd bet everyone can find and push the snooze 

button from 3 feet away, in about 1.7 seconds, eyes closed, first time, 

every time. 
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Welcome to Rotary! 

Rotary is proud to welcome you to our global community of more than 1.2 million 

men and women dedicated to building a better world. 

You make Rotary stronger. By adding your skills, experience, and enthusiasm to your 

club, you can advance communities at home and on a global scale. Together, we 

can eradicate polio, train more skilled peacemakers, and provide lasting solutions 

for communities fighting disease, hunger, illiteracy, and poverty. 

Through the Rotary community, you can exchange ideas and build lifelong 

friendships with like-minded people. Take advantage of the resources and activities 

available through your club, district, and Rotary International to make your 

experience with Rotary both rewarding and fun. 

How do I start? 

Get the most out of your membership by participating in club projects and activities. 

Here are some ideas: 

• Attend your club’s fortnightly GoToMeeting 

• Comment on TOPIC of the Week 

• Identify a need in your community and suggest a hands-on project to address it 

• Work with a youth service program sponsored by your club, such as Rotaract, 

Interact or EarlyAct 

• Host a Youth Exchange student 

• Recommend a colleague or friend for membership in your club 

How can I meet other Rotarians? 

Rotary’s global network provides a great opportunity to expand your contacts and 

friendships to other countries while creating a foundation of support with 

communities around the world. 

Explore Rotary’s global opportunities: 

• Attend Rotary’s annual convention  

• Attend your District’s annual conference 

• Connect with Rotarians around the world who share your hobbies and personal 

interests or your service interests – Rotary Fellowships and Action Groups 

• Get involved with your club’s international service projects 

• Participate in a vocational training team 

Resources & reference 

• The Rotary Foundation Reference Guide 

• Your regional Rotary magazine Rotary Africa or The Rotarian 

• Rotary Video Magazine collections 

Tools 

• Take a course in the Learning Center 

• Attend basic PRLS [Potential Rotary Leaders Seminar]  

• Enrol in a webinar 

• Watch features on Rotary projects 

• Check our discussion groups 

Rotary support 

• Your sponsor 

• Club members 

• Club committees 
 

SOME HELPFUL HINTS FOR NEW MEMBERS AND EXISTING MEMBERS 

AndAndAndAnd,,,,    on that high note, we are once again OUTA SPACEon that high note, we are once again OUTA SPACEon that high note, we are once again OUTA SPACEon that high note, we are once again OUTA SPACE    


