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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

Please remember that it is the 

responsibility of each Rotarian 

to introduce prospective 

Rotarians. 

Rotarians should always be on 

the lookout for suitable 

projects that would be suitable 

for our E-Club to undertake. 

 
APRIL IS MAGAZINE MONTH.  
 

Clubs are encouraged to plan their 

meetings and activities to observe 

Magazine Month in April. 

Encourage Club members to 

promote our Rotary regional 

magazine, Rotary Africa. In USA & 

Canada the RI publication, The 

Rotarian, is promoted. 
 

Clubs are encouraged to discuss 

ways to use these resources for 

project ideas, to recruit new 

members, and to renew 

excitement about Rotary. Our 

GoToMeeting on 7th April is aimed 

at Magazine Awareness and will 

provide an excellent opportunity to 

discuss the use of the Rotary Africa 

magazine.  
 

Our club could perhaps be 

encouraged to submit articles and 

good quality photos for publication 

in Rotary Africa. 
 

Rotary Africa has just launched 

their Digital Version of the monthly 

magazines and this would surely be  

 

 

 

 

of benefit to many of our members, 

especially the EXOTICS. The process 

to change from a printed copy of 

the magazine is really quite simple. 

1. Go to www.rotaryafrica.com 

2. Click the Rotary Africa Digital 

Magazine Subscription link 

under the Digital Magazine 

tab 

3. Complete the short 

application form and click 

‘send’  

A Username and Password will be 

emailed to you. You then need to 

inform our Club secretary that you 

have opted for the Digital maga-

zine. The half-yearly subscription fee 

for the printed or digital issue is the 

same.    
 

Because of the nature of our club 

we do not always hear about 

HAPPY or SAD times of our 

members. I have made a 

suggestion about this on Page 5. 

 

Have FunHave FunHave FunHave Fun 
Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen ----    EditorEditorEditorEditor    
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 BIRTHDAYS 
APRIL 

1ST – Arlene Arnold 

9th – Sandy Botha 

22nd – Keith Kirton 

ANNIVERSARIES 
APRIL 

2nd – Jayne & Errol Martin 

6th – Gerald & Sue Sieberhagen 

8th – Pat & Beryl Draper 

27th – Keith & Rae Kirton 

DATES TO DIARISE 

2014 
 

31st March to 4th April – CAMP QUALITY in White 

River  
 

2nd to 4th April – Rotary Family Health Days 

(RFHD’s) 
 

11th to 14th April – District 9370 Conference  

                              On board MSC Opera  
 

 

21ST SEPTEMBER 

 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK 
ROSTER FOR APR/MAY/JUN 

7th April – Jayne Martin 

14th April – Gareth Morgan 

21st April – PJ Cloete 

28th April – Patrick Kleu 

5th May – Jean Singh 

12th May – Aadila Sabat 

19th May – Ailsa Kaminski 

26th May – Nareshini Ranganthan 

2nd June – Michael Ferry 

9th June – Sandy Botha 

16th June – Bob Kistnasamy 

23rd June – Gordon & Lynn Dowsett 

30th June – Irene Kotze  

Please DIARISE and remember to let 
President Irene Kotze have your TOPIC of 
the Week by, at least, the preceding 
Thursday. If you are unable to fulfil this 

duty, please advise the President 

timeously. 
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

EMOYENI EDUCARE CENTRE 
The site for the wooden classroom hut 
was cleared and levelled and the hut 
was erected during last week. 

 

oOo 
 

MASKHANE CRECHE 
We have now received quotations for the 
repairs/replacements of the tiles in 2 
rooms at this crèche. President Irene will 
meet with the builder to discuss the 
implementation of the tiling. 

 

oOo 
 

PLEASE remember to return your 

unsold raffle tickets - liaise with Janet 

Rouillard regarding the money 

collected and the return of the ticket 

stubs.   
 

oOo 
 

ROTARY FAMILY HEALTH DAYS 2-4 APRIL 

All should now be in place for RFHD2014 
starting tomorrow.  
 

oOo 
 

EAST COAST RADIO TOY STORY FOOD PARCELS 

The distribution of the 2nd Food parcel 
allocation is proceeding smoothly and 
there will be photo’s of some of our 
beneficiaries in the next issue of OUTA 
SPACE. See page 9 for a letter from 
Rotary Club of Greytown. 
 

oOo 
 

GoToMeeting – 20h00 to 21h00 – Apr/Jun 

7th Apr – Magazine Awareness – Gerald  

                 Sieberhagen – Chairman    

                 ‘Rotary Africa’ Board 

21st April – Report back on District Confer-     

                  ence 

5th May – Youth Services 

19th May – Service Projects 

2nd June – Fellowships 

16th June – Membership 
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE 

 
Dear Fellow Rotarians  

Another session of basic PRLS has come 

and gone and once again no E-Club 

members on the attendance register. It is 

probably my fault that there has never 

been a recent explanation about what 

the mysterious PRLS is all about. 

Let me explain and then maybe next 

time around we will have some eager E-

Club attendees. 

PRLS stands for POTENTIAL ROTARY 

LEADERS SEMINAR. It is a programme 

owned by District 5240 USA which our 

District is running under a licence 

agreement. 

The goal of PRLS, which began in 1993, is 

to provide a set of training modules 

through which current and future Rotary 

leaders are able to become more 

effective in their leadership roles. The 

basic PRLS course consists of a one-day 

event covering five sessions: Basis 

Leadership Principles; Leading a Meeting; 

Rotary, Your Club and You; 

Communications and Basic Public 

Speaking. 

This programme was specifically 

developed to train individuals whose 

goals include a future leadership position 

in Rotary. They learn skills that will make 

them more effective in that role. The 

instructions were carefully designed to 

improve individual leadership skills that 

 

are broad based and not just Rotary-

specific. 

Participants have found substantial value 

in the many practical applications of 

information presented throughout the 

curriculum. The programme’s blend of 

curricular theory and practical 

application skills help prepare Rotarians 

for success in any leadership role. 

This PRLS programme offers practical 

training in professional circumstance that 

can benefit anyone on both a personal 

and professional level. 

The Basic PRLS course is followed on by a 

sequence of Master PRLS courses not 

Rotary specific but teaching public 

speaking, facilitation skills, strategic 

leadership and business planning and 

project management.    

Getting back to Basic PRLS; it is the only 

one of the PRLS training programmes that 

incorporates a module directly devoted 

to Rotary.  

The topics covered in this module are: 

The Organisation of Rotary; The Rotary 

Foundation; Building Membership; 

Rotarians and Clubs. 

In a nutshell this module provides all the 

answers about the structure, the 

philosophy of Rotary and what every 

Rotarian should know about the 

organisation he/she has joined, supports 

and works for.  

I am aware that our out of Durban 

members [EXOTICS] would find it difficult 

to attend these seminars, probably 

impossible. PRLS, in our District, is run 

under a licence agreement and as much 

as I would like to put together a Webinar 

for all of you, currently this is not possible 

BUT nothing is impossible in Rotary. So 

here is the challenge! If you think a 

Webinar to learn more about Rotary 

would be something that would interest 

you, please let me know by e-mail and as 

an E-Club we could approach the 

Powers That Be and, for a fee, we may 

get permission to, at least, run the one 

module that is devoted to Rotary. 

What do you think?  IreneIreneIreneIrene    
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Longstanding customs – April Fools’ Day COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA 

An April Fools' Day prank with a purported 

new design of an (alleged) city bus, from an 

April 1926 issue of the company newspaper 

"Echo Continental", published by the 

Continental Rubber Works Hannover AG 

company 
In the UK, an April fool joke is revealed by 

shouting "April fool!" at the recipient, who 

becomes the "April fool". A study in the 

1950s, by folklorists Iona and Peter Opie, 

found that in the UK, and in countries whose 

traditions derived from the UK, the joking ceased at midday. A person playing 

a joke after midday is the "April fool" themselves. However, this practice has 

lapsed in more recent years. This excludes Australia because most Australians 

are accepting when pranks are pulled after midday. 

In Scotland, April Fools' Day is traditionally called Hunt-the-Gowk Day ("gowk" 

is Scots for a cuckoo or a foolish person), although this name has fallen into 

disuse. The traditional prank is to ask someone to deliver a sealed message 

requesting help of some sort. In fact, the message reads "Dinna laugh, dinna 

smile. Hunt the gowk another mile". The recipient, upon reading it, will explain 

he can only help if he first contacts another person, and sends the victim to 

this person with an identical message, with the same result.  

In Iran, jokes are played on the 13th day of the Persian new year (Nowruz), 

which falls on 1 April or 2 April. This day, celebrated as far back as 536 BC, is 

called Sizdah Bedar and is the oldest prank-tradition in the world still alive 

today; this fact has led many to believe that April Fools' Day has its origins in 

this tradition. 

In Poland, prima aprilis ("April 1" in Latin) is a day full of jokes; various hoaxes 

are prepared by people, media (which sometimes cooperate to make the 

"information" more credible) and even public institutions. Serious activities are 

usually avoided. This conviction is so strong that the anti-Turkish alliance with 

Leopold I signed on 1 April 1683, was backdated to 31 March. 

April fish 

In Italy, France, Belgium, and French-speaking areas of Switzerland and 

Canada, the 1 April tradition is often known as "April fish" (poisson d'avril in 

French or pesce d'aprile in Italian). This includes attempting to attach a 

paper fish to the victim's back without being noticed. Such fish feature 

prominently on many late 19th- to early 20th-century French April Fools' Day 

postcards. 

April Fools' Day pranks 

In 1957, the BBC pulled a prank, known as the Swiss Spaghetti Harvest prank, 

where they broadcast a fake film of Swiss farmers picking freshly-grown 

spaghetti. The BBC were later flooded with requests to purchase a spaghetti 

plant, forcing them to declare the video as a prank on the news the next 

day. 
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ROTARY ANNOUNCES NEW MEMBER SPONSOR RECOGNITION PROGRAM 

 

Sponsor a new member and you'll not only strengthen your club, you'll also 

get recognized for your efforts. Through the New Member Sponsor 

Recognition program, sponsors will now receive a specially designed Rotary 

pin and recognition on Rotary's website. 

Simply enter new members into your club's records and identify the sponsor. 

Each week, Rotary will send clubs a packet containing the names of newly 

identified sponsors along with Rotary pins and as many as four different-

coloured pin backers. The color of the backer depends on the number of 

new members sponsored, ranging from blue for one member to gold for six or 

more. 

Keep track of the number of members you've sponsored by checking your 

My Rotary profile page. Gold-level sponsors will also be listed in 

the Membership Recognition Gallery, and if they attend the convention, 

invited to join the RI president for a special recognition event. 

All new members and their sponsors must be designated in club records in My 

Rotary to participate in the program. Sponsors of members who joined Rotary 

on or after 1 July 2013 are eligible. 

Add your new club members and their sponsors in My Rotary 

Download the New Member Sponsor Recognition program guide 

Questions? Contact membershipawards@rotary.org for more information 

Rotary News 21 March 2014 

Levels of achievement 

1 NEW MEMBER: Blue backer; 2-3 NEW MEMBERS: Bronze backer; 4-5 NEW 

MEMBERS: Silver backer; 6+ NEW MEMBERS: Gold backer. 

Sponsors will also have opportunities to be acknowledged in the Membership 

Recognition Gallery that will soon appear on www.rotary.org, as well as in 

regional magazines and other Rotary publications. Members who earn gold 

backers and beyond and who are in attendance at the Rotary International 

Convention will be invited to join the RI president for a special recognition 

event. 

Additional information 

It’s important that new members be entered into club records as soon as 

possible after being inducted. Clubs using a synchronized club administration 

software application should enter new members into that system and identify 

their sponsors where indicated. Confirm that an email address is present for 

both members, and submit the record to Rotary. 

Every week, Rotary will send clubs a packet containing the names of newly-

identified sponsors along with Rotary pins and backers. Club presidents are 

asked to set aside time during club meetings to honour sponsors’ 

achievements by presenting them with their pins and backers. Club 

presidents, district governors, and district governors-elect will have access to 

summary reports that show an overview of all new members and their 

sponsors.                                                                                                   CONT ON PAGE 7 
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CONT FROM PAGE 6 

If sponsors don’t want to receive recognition, they can decline the pins and 

backers and the other recognition components of the program by selecting 

that option in the email message from Rotary that congratulates them for 

sponsoring new members. 

Questions about this program can be directed to 

membershipawards@rotary.org 

How it works [This duty to be undertaken by Club Admin] 
It’s easy to designate new members’ sponsors to ensure they are recognized 

for their support of Rotary. For each new member: 

Sign in to My Rotary and go to Manage, then Club Administration. Add the 

new member to the club’s record. An email address is essential for new 

members to ensure they receive Rotary’s welcome bulletin. Search for the 

sponsoring member in the [Sponsored By] field and click to select it. If the 

new member does not have a sponsor, select [No Sponsor Information 

Given]. Look up the sponsoring member’s record and check to be certain 

that the sponsor’s email address is listed. An email address is necessary so 

that sponsors can receive messages about their recognition items and 

achievement levels. 

To date we have quite a few members in our club who qualify for 

recognition: Suzanne Edmunds; Irene Kotze; Gerald Sieberhagen; Jean Singh; 

David Tilling & Jeff Watts and also Kim Steyn of the Rotary Club of 

Viljoenskroon. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

HERE IS A SELECTION OF USES FOR TOOTHPICKS – [or should they be called UTILI-
TY STICKS]THERE WERE 50 AND HAVE A LOOK BELOW TO SEE WHICH WAS NO 50.  
1. Wood filler: Toothpicks also have plenty of uses outside the kitchen. One of the best 
and most popular uses is as a makeshift but sturdy wood filler. If you have stripped 
screw holes for hinges, drawer hardware or other spots, you can fill the hole with 
toothpicks. Dab glue on the end of each toothpick, then slide it in, and break off the 
end. Once the hole is tightly filled with toothpicks, re-drill the stripped hole. 
2. Touch up furniture and woodwork: A toothpick is the perfect tool for adding paint to 
small scratches in furniture, woodwork and cabinets. It’s smaller, cheaper and neater 
than a paintbrush, and will only repaint the small crack rather than the surrounding 
area. 
3. Repair ornaments: A toothpick is also handy for getting glue into small spaces and 
onto small surfaces, such as figurines, statuettes or ornaments. 
4. Fill small holes: Toothpicks can also hide accidental, exposed nail holes in wood 
projects. Dab some glue on the toothpick and push it into the hold. Break off the end, 
then sand flush and add stain or paint if necessary. 
5. Clean brushes: Poke a toothbrush through the bristles of a dog brush or other brush 
to easily pull out the accumulated hair. 
6. Clean keyboards: Likewise, keyboards have lots of tight, small spaces that are 
difficult to clean with anything larger than a toothpick  
7. Plant an avocado: The best way to start an avocado plant from seed is not to plant it 
in soil. Instead, wash the avocado seed and push three toothpicks into the seed. Then 
suspend the seed on a glass with water covering the bottom inch of the wide end of 
the seed. Give it a warm spot out of direct sunlight and keep it watered. After the roots 
and stem start to grow, plant the bottom half of the seed in rich soil. 
50. Get food out of your teeth (maybe): As the name suggests, this is the primary use 

of a toothpick. However, some dentists warn against toothpicks, and prefer dental 

floss for removing material between teeth. 
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Little Sun: Little Sun is a 

social business and 

global project address-

ing the need for light in 

a sustainable way that 

benefits communities 

without electricity, cre-

ates local jobs, and 

generates local profits. 

At the heart of this 

project is a solar-

powered lamp in the 

shape of a hand-sized 

sun.  
Little Sun lamps provide light for children to study and read and increase commerce 

by allowing stores to remain open after dark. Moreover, the lights are a clean 

alternative to expensive, unsafe and toxic fuel-based kerosene lanterns: An evening 

of breathing the emissions of a kerosene lantern is the equivalent of smoking two 

packs of cigarettes! The soft light level makes it a really great night light for kids!  

Key facts: 

• A high quality, solar-powered LED lamp featuring two light levels (1-year 

warranty)  

• 5 hrs of charging in the sun = 4 hours of bright light or 10 hours of soft light  

• Produces a strong white light that is 10 x stronger than kerosene lanterns  

• A clean and safe alternative to highly toxic kerosene/paraffin lanterns  

• A social business, all funds generated are used to drive the project  

• Available in 7 African countries (e.g. Zimbabwe, SA, Uganda, Burundi)  

• Available at a premium price in the US, EU, Japan, Australia, Canada  

• Launched at London’s Tate Modern in 2012 

 

Little Sun South Africa // Micro-entrepreneurial sales networks: We are piloting micro-

entrepreneurial sales networks in Johannesburg and Cape Town. The networks 

consist of mainly gardeners, child minders, and cleaners selling Little Sun solar-

powered lamps in their communities. The initiative provides basic product and sales 

training. We work closely with the employers of our sales network members. In most 

cases they provide the initial investment to purchase stock and are quickly repaid 

once lamps are sold. The idea is that the gardeners, child minders and cleaners are 

soon themselves able to buy more lamps for resale. 

Prices: In South Africa the wholesale price is currently R95 (+ transport costs from 

Johannesburg). The recommended retail price is R130 (+transport costs). The profit 

for Little Sun sales network members is usually about R35 per lamp sold.  

For more information on Little Sun: Please see their website. There is also a short 

introductory video available at http://vimeo.com/66316402. 

Little Sun website: http://littlesun.com 

Little Sun on Facebook: http://facebook.com/ilovelittlesun 

 

Editor – the Little Sun may not suit everyone but there must be some who 

would benefit from its use, even at the price. If anyone is interested in learning 

more about the Little Sun, please liaise with President Nominee, Jean Singh.  
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Umvoti AIDS CentreUmvoti AIDS CentreUmvoti AIDS CentreUmvoti AIDS Centre    
P.O. Box 716 
Greytown, 3250, KZN 
Tel/Fax: (033) 413-2746 
Email: umvotiaids@umvoti.co.za 
Website: umvotiaidscentre.org.za  
 

 

 

EAST COAST RADIO TOY STORY – FOOD PARCELS 
From: Joan Dutton [mailto:joandutton@umvoti.co.za] Sent: 20 March 2014 09:24 AM 

To: 'Gerald Sieberhagen' Cc: mwtonyd@mweb.co.za; Umvoti Aids Centre 

Subject: RE: ECR Toy Story - Food Parcels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Gerald, 

On behalf of the Umvoti Aids Centre, I would like to thank you sincerely for the 70 

food parcels you gave us via Rotary Club of Greytown and East Coast Radio. 

We have just started door-to-door screening in a new area of Mpolwene. This is a 

totally neglected area with people living in abject poverty and 84% unemployment. 

Add to this HIV/Aids and T.B. and I’m sure you can begin to appreciate the situation.  

I know the government is sprouting the great HIV/Aids stats but they have never got 

their shoes dirty walking the dusty roads that we do. We walk these roads and see 

the seriousness of the HIV/Aids pandemic: the infection is already there and we must 

try to keep the parents alive to prevent the children becoming orphans.  

A food parcel will feed the sick and their undernourished children for a month. 

I have attached a sticker on the boxes telling them who has given them these food 

parcels and that is not an election ploy! 

Thank you for always thinking of us. I am most appreciative. 

Warm regards and thanks, Joan 

 

 

 Did you 

know this? 

While 

driving 

around 

Umhlanga 

lately I 

was 

beginning 

to think 

that we 

were the 

most over 

populated 

place on 

Earth. Ed 

 

There are more people living inside the circle than outside of it. 

An extract from RC Dbn North ‘The Link’ 
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25 things you might not know about the web on its 25th birthday 
It sprang from the brain of one man, Tim Berners-Lee, and is the fastest-growing 

communication medium of all time. A quarter-century on, we examine how the web 

has transformed our lives 

If you want to read the interesting information included in each of these 25 things go 

to: http://bit.ly/1gjxoKY 

1. The importance of "permissionless innovation" 

2. The web is not the internet 

3. The importance of having a network that is free and open 

4. Many of the things that are built on the web are neither free nor open 

5. Tim Berners-Lee is Gutenberg's true heir 

6. The web is not a static thing 

7. Power laws rule OK 

8. The web is now dominated by corporations 

9. Web dominance gives companies awesome (and unregulated) powers 

10. The web has become a memory prosthesis for the world 

11. The web shows the power of networking 

12. The web has unleashed a wave of human creativity 

13. The web should have been a read-write medium from the beginning 

14. The web would be much more useful if web pages were machine-

understandable 

15. The importance of killer apps 

16. WWW is linguistically unique 

17. The web is a startling illustration of the power of software 

18. The web needs a micro-payment system 

19. We thought that the HTTPS protocol would make the web secure. We were 

wrong 

20. The web has an impact on the environment. We just don't know how big it is 

21. The web that we see is just the tip of an iceberg 

22. Tim Berners-Lee's boss was the first of many people who didn't get it initially 

23. The web has been the fastest-growing communication medium of all time 

24. Web users are ruthless readers 

25. Is the web making us stupid? 

 

WEB MILESTONES 

Playing with hypertext 

In 1980, Tim Berners-Lee, working independently at Cern, the European Organisation 

for Nuclear Research in Switzerland, builds a computer database of people and 

software that uses hypertext, around since the 60s, to link pages of information. 

Searching 

By 1989, Cern's internet facility is poised to allow Berners-Lee to create the world 

wide web. Within a year, it is Europe's largest internet site. 

A service with a name 

On 6 August 1991, Berners-Lee posts a short summary of the world wide web project 

on the alt.hypertext newsgroup as his web becomes publicly available on the 

internet. Fresh users gain access after 23 August. Names such as The Information 

Mine had been rejected in favour of www. 
CONT ON PAGE 11 
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CONT FROM PAGE 10 

Time to browse 

In December 1992, students working at the National Center for Supercomputing 

Applications in Illinois begin work on Mosaic, the early web browser. Their work with 

computer-generated hypertext lists called "search engines" is popular, partly due to 

their rapid response to errors and swift reaction to suggestions for new features. In 

January 1993 there are 50 web servers across the world; by October 1993 there are 

500-plus. 

Selling power 

By 1996, publicly traded companies see a public web presence is important. The 

idea of two-way communication over the web points to the possibility of direct web-

based commerce (e-commerce) and instant business. 

Boom and bust 

Dotcoms multiply until their bubble pops in 2001 and investors staunch the flow of 

seed cash. Some companies survive, however, and more conventional retailers also 

find online merchandising is profitable. 

Shaping the world 

The ease of key sites such as airline booking services, Google's dominant search 

engine, eBay's auctions and Amazon.com's online store creates a new age of 

commerce. Social networking flowers too, making the WWW the home of the young. 

Web 2.0 

From 2002, the web increasingly opens up for public contribution and self-publishing. 

Blogging has arrived. 

The meaning of the future 

The web stumbles on towards Berners-Lee's dream of being fully semantic, a place 

where programs "become capable of analysing all the data on the web". 

 
 

 

 

 

DON’T MESS WITH THE IRISH – ESPECIALLY NOT THEIR PRIESTS 
 

Father O'Malley rose from his bed one morning.  

It was a fine spring day in his new parish. 

He walked to the window of his bedroom to get a deep breath of the beautiful 

day outside.  

He then noticed there was ... a donkey lying dead in the middle of his front lawn.  

He promptly called the local police station.  

The conversation went like this: 

"Good morning. This is Sergeant Jones. How might I help you?" 

"And the best of the day te yerself. This is Father O'Malley at St. Ann's Catholic 

Church. There's a donkey lying dead in me front lawn and would ye be so kind as 

to send a couple o'yer lads to take care of the matter?" 

Sergeant Jones, considering himself to be quite a wit and recognizing the Irish 

accent, thought he would have a little fun with the good father, replied, 

"Well now Father, it was always my impression that you people took care of the 

last rites!" 

There was dead silence on the line for just a moment …………  

Father O'Malley then replied: "Aye,' tis certainly true; but we are also obliged to 

notify the next of kin first, which is the reason for me call." 
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QUESTIONS THAT TOURISTS PLANNING A TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA ASK. 
An SA Tourism website collected some of the classics around the time of the 2010 
World Cup and gave their own answers back. (Well, that’s what they said, but it turns 
out that maybe the Tourism website copied these from an Australian website! But 
regardless, these are the kinds of questions tourists ask!) 
Does it ever get windy in South Africa? I have never seen it rain on TV, so how 
do the plants grow? (UK) 
We import all plants fully grown and then just sit around watching them die. 
Will I be able to see elephants in the street? (USA) 
Depends how much you’ve been drinking. 
I want to walk from Durban to Cape Town – can I follow the railroad tracks? 
(Sweden) 
Sure, it’s only two thousand kilometres take lots of water* 
Is it safe to run around in the bushes in South Africa? (Sweden) 
So it’s true what they say about Swedes. 
Are there any ATMs (cash machines) in South Africa? Can you send me a list 
of them in JHB, Cape Town, Knysna and Jeffrey’s Bay? (UK) 
What did your last slave die of? 
Which direction is north in South Africa? (USA) 
Face south and then turn 90 degrees. Contact us when you get here and we’ll send 
the rest of the directions. 
Can I bring cutlery into South Africa? (UK) 
Why? Just use your fingers like we do. 
Do you have perfume in South Africa? (France) 
No, WE don’t stink. 
I have developed a new product that is the fountain of youth. Can you tell me 
where I can sell it in South Africa? (USA) 
Anywhere significant numbers of Americans gather. 
Can you tell me the regions in South Africa where the female population is 
smaller than the male population? (Italy) 
Yes, gay nightclubs. 
Do you celebrate Christmas in South Africa? (France) 
Only at Christmas. 
Are there killer bees in South Africa? (Germany) 
Not yet, but for you, we’ll import them. 
Are there supermarkets in Cape Town and is milk available all year round? 
(Germany) 
No, we are a peaceful civilisation of vegan hunter-gatherers. Milk is illegal. 
Please send a list of all doctors in South Africa who can dispense rattlesnake 
serum. (USA) 
Rattlesnakes live in A-meri-ca, which is where YOU come from. All South African 
snakes are perfectly harmless, can be safely handled and make good pets. 
I was in South Africa in 1969, and I want to contact the girl I dated while I was 
staying in Hillbrow. Can you help? (USA) [Note: we get this a LOT on 
SAPeople!] 
Yes, and you will still have to pay her by the hour. 
Will I be able to speak English most places I go? (USA) 
Yes, but you’ll have to learn it first. 
submitted by Gaz Bootland 
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WALKING ACROSS SWITZERLAND 

About us… 

  

Hello! 

I’m Dana Kleu. I’m a 15 year 

old South African currently 

living in Switzerland.  I live in a 

town called Küsnacht just 

outside of Zürich with my family 

and my chocolate labrador 

puppy, Milo. My favourite 

activities are jogging, drawing 

and walking. 

 

 

Living in a country like Switzerland, where there is not much poverty, I 

became even more aware of the needs of the less fortunate in South Africa. 

Seeing that I like walking and want to help those in need, I decided to 

combine both together into one project: walking across Switzerland with my 

dad, Patrick. 

We are walking from Eastern 

most point in Switzerland to the 

Western most point. Or put 

another way, from Chancy to 

Piz Chavaletsch. Overall it will 

take us approximately 40 days - 

we’re trying to finish it in a year 

– and I still have school, so we 

will walk on weekends and 

during holidays. This will still be 

difficult as we really only have 

about 7 months during which 

we can walk because of the 

snow. 
 

We would like to raise money for the The Domino Foundation Babies Home 

(Fairhavens House) in South Africa, a place for abandoned babies. I have 

registered this cause on givengain to allow you to make a donation direct to 

the charity – please click through on the givengain button on this blog to 

donate. Please help me to help the kids. 
 

C’mon, E-Club members, this page is just a sample of the blog – just do it and go 

to http://walking4kids.wordpress.com now and often in the future weeks. 
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER [NOT SURE WHETHER THAT IS GOOD ENGLISH] 

 

Number 7  

Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die.  

Number 6 

Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person to use the 

Internet and they won't bother you for weeks, months, maybe years. 

Number 5  

Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospitals, dying of 

nothing.  
Number 4  

All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to 

criticism. 
Number 3  

Why does a slight tax increase cost you $800, and a substantial tax cut saves 

you $30? 

Number 2  

In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird. Now the world is weird 

and people take Prozac to make it normal. 

Number 1 Thought  

Life is like a jar of Jalapeno peppers - what you do today, might mess you up 

tomorrow.   

And as someone recently said: "Don't worry about old age--it doesn't last that 

long" 

And now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACE    

Following our interviews, the E-Club recommended 3 Short Term Exchange 

Programme [STEP] applicants for District Interviews. The 3 Students from Our 

Lady of Fatima High School were all successful and now await a suitable 

placement with a family in Europe where they will spend 6 weeks in 

December/January. Their family will in turn host a student in July, either this year 

or next year. We wish them well in this wonderful exchange programme. They 
are:    LARA OGLE                          ERIN WRIGHT                   JESS VAN HEERDEN 


