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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

Please remember that it is the 

responsibility of each Rotarian 

to introduce prospective 

Rotarians. 

Rotarians should always be on 

the lookout for suitable 

projects that would be suitable 

for our E-Club to undertake. 

 
March is LITERACY MONTH in the 

Rotary calendar. 

 

On page 6 and 7 we feature some 

thoughts from Rotarians who have 

been involved in Literacy projects. 

As you are all aware, our club is 

very involved in Literacy projects 

and we will no doubt continue to 

do so, especially at Primary school 

level, for some time to come. 

 

Communication in Rotary seems to 

be quite topical. Amazing that with 

all the improved means of 

communication it would appear 

that instead of improving, 

communication is actually getting 

worse. 

 

In days gone by a letter would 

arrive and sit in the IN-TRAY until it 

was dealt with. There was very little 

junk mail as all mail sent had to be 

paid for. Things are slightly different 

now. Many computer users find it 

extremely difficult to control their 

INBOX. The INBOX just gets bigger 

and bigger all the time whereas an 

INTRAY was only so deep and had  

 

 

little or no space for excess mail. 

Now we have flags and what not 

to assist us to control our INBOX but 

the main problem is that we do not 

always deal with the mail right 

away and soon the hill becomes a 

mountain that is too high to climb. 

 

With the seemingly unending 

stream of emails one is almost 

reluctant to go away for any length 

of time because without fail there 

will be a huge number of emails to 

sort out on one’s return from a well 

deserved holiday. 

 

But, that is not the real problem 

with Communication in Rotary – it is 

in fact the inability of Rotarians to 

reply to emails. In the case of 

senders they often direct them to 

all and sundry and quite often not 

to the people who should be 

receiving them in the first place. 

 

I don’t have a solution, do you?  
 

Have FunHave FunHave FunHave Fun 
Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen ----    EditorEditorEditorEditor    
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 MARCH 

16th – Patrick Kleu 

17th – Pat Draper 

22nd – Gareth Morgan 

28th – Ailsa Kaminski 

29th – Lily Houston 

ANNIVERSARIES 
MARCH 

24th - Paul & Sandra Maistry 

DATES TO DIARISE 

2014 
19TH MARCH - WEBINAR – UNDERSTANDING YOUNG 

PROFESSIONALS 
 

22nd March – WORLD WATER DAY  
 

31st March to 4th April – CAMP QUALITY in White 

River  
 

2nd to 4th April – Rotary Family Health Days 

(RFHD’s) 
 

11th to 14th April – District 9370 Conference  

                              On board MSC Opera  
 

 

21ST SEPTEMBER 

 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK ROSTER FOR 

MAR/APR/MAY 

17th March – Irene Kotze 

24th March – Sambulo Khalala 

31st March – Paul Maistry  

7th April – Jayne Martin 

14th April – Gareth Morgan 

21st April – PJ Cloete 

28th April – Patrick Kleu 

5th May – Jean Singh 

12th May – Aadila Sabat 

19th May – Ailsa Kaminski 

Please DIARISE and remember to let 

President Irene Kotze have your TOPIC of 

the Week by, at least, the preceding 

Thursday. If you are unable to fulfil this 

duty, please advise the President 

timeously. 
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

IMPORTANT WEBINAR – UNDERSTANDING 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 

This webinar, hosted by Rotary, will take 

place on Wednesday 19 March at 10am 

CDT which is 5pm in South Africa.  

Enter this address in your browser and 

complete the registration 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4540

295084671857921 

oOo 
 

PLEASE remember to sell your raffle 

tickets and liaise with Janet Rouillard 

regarding the money collected and 

the return of the ticket stubs.   
 

oOo 
 

ROTARY FAMILY HEALTH DAYS 2-4 APRIL 

President Irene has advised that there are 

6 members from our club who have 

volunteered for RFHD2014  
 

oOo 
 

It appears as though it has been decided 

then that we will drink lots of beer, wine 

and whisky on WORLD WATER DAY as 

there is definitely a large component of 

water in all those drinks. OK, I hear the 

wine drinkers whining already that their 

drink is made from the juice of the grapes 

of the vine! My response would be to ask 

whether any water was used during the 

growing process to ensure an excellent 

crop!! 
 

oOo 
 

GoToMeeting – 20h00 to 21h00 – Mar/Jun 

24th Mar – Club Services 

7th Apt – Magazine Awareness – Gerald  

                 Sieberhagen – Chairman    

                 ‘Rotary Africa’ Board 

21st April – Report back on District Confer-     

                  ence 

5th May – Youth Services 

19th May – Service Projects 

2nd June – Fellowships 

16th June – Membership 
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE 

 
 

Dear Fellow Rotarians 

 

RI President Elect Gary Huang has chosen 

LIGHT UP ROTARY as his theme for the 

2014-2015 Rotary Year. He said he was 

inspired by the teachings of Chinese 

philosopher Confucius who said “It is 

better to light a single candle than to sit 

and curse the darkness”.  He further said: 

“there are so many problems in the world, 

so many who need help. Many people 

say ‘there is nothing I can do’ so they sit 

there and do nothing. Meanwhile 

everything stays dark.” 

 

There are many candles we as Rotarians 

can light and share the life changing 

work we as Rotarians do. There are others 

who, for many reasons, cannot join 

Rotary (in many cases it is a question of 

finance) but are inspired by our work and 

want to help and assist us. Do we make 

use of their offer? No in most cases not 

and disregard these helpers with a shrug 

of our shoulders and think: if only they 

would join our club.   

 

THERE IS A WAY for them to LIGHT UP 

ROTARY. PP Gerald and I have discussed 

that possibility in the past and it has been 

a TOPIC of the Week.  
 

In today’s newsletter I want to introduce 

an idea – no not only mine, the result of 

some Google search - LIFE ROTARY 

FRIENDS was a ‘new model’ club initiative 

that offered a unique connection 

between a Rotary Club and the broader 

community. 

 

The Life Rotary Friends concept enables a 

Rotary Club to establish a special 

relationship with an individual who is 

unable to join our E-Club as a Rotarian 

because of other commitments or maybe 

lack of funds to pay subs. 

 

It has proved to be successful elsewhere 

within the Rotary family and has been 

adopted by other Rotary E-Clubs. 

A LIFE ROTARY FRIEND may: 

• Participate in club projects or 

activities  

• Volunteer “in kind” or by financial 

assistance  

• Attend our F2F meetings 

A Life Rotary Friend is expected to 

protect the integrity of Rotary by 

advancing the ideals of Rotary 

International and to exemplify the Four-

Way Test. 

 

A LIFE ROTARY FRIEND may not be 

designated as a Rotarian, may not wear 

the Rotary lapel badge and cannot serve 

on the board of the club that has 

sponsored the relationship.  

 

I think we all know someone that fits this 

category and, who knows, in due course 

may become a fully fledged Rotarian.  

Let’s start a Group for the E-CLUB OF 

SOUTH AFRICA ONE. I invite you all to 

approach that “someone” and get the 

ball rolling. LIFE ROTARY FRIENDS or 

FRIENDS OF ROTARY may not be the name 

our E-Club would allocate to this Group. 

Do any of you have a suggestion for the 

name of OUR GROUP?  

Till nexTill nexTill nexTill next timet timet timet time    

IreneIreneIreneIrene    
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Robyn Lindegger joined our E-Club last year 

and eventually on 6th March we had the 

opportunity to formally induct him at a F2F 

meeting of Rotarians from our club as well as 

BU Singh from the RC of Ballito, where Robyn 

had previously been a member. Robyn was 

delighted to once again be a Rotarian and we 

in turn were delighted to meet him and 

Jacqueline. We wish Robyn well as he pre-
pares for his cycle journey through Africa. 

INSET – BU Singh [someone had to take the photo!]  

Standing: Gerald Sieberhagen, Quique G Esteva, Robyn Lindegger, President Irene 

Kotze, Angie Mitchell [Q’s Host Mom] and Paul Maistry  

Seated: Ailsa Kaminski, Jean Singh, Jacqueline Lindegger and Janet Rouillard    
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GoToMeeting 
Our scheduled GoToMeetings are always listed on Page 2 of OUTA SPACE. 

Members are invited to join the meeting by means of an email that is sent out 

during the week before the meeting – the message includes the Meeting ID 

number. There will invariably be an attachment entitled 

GoToMeetingAttendeeQuickRefGuide which you are encouraged to read 

before attending a GTM. The GTM on 10th March centred around the Rotary 

year 2014/15. President Elect Irene attended POETS [President & Officers Elect 

Training Seminar] on 7th & 8th March and reported on District Goals and the DG 

Challenge as well as touching on the 2014/15 Presidential Citation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GoToMeeting Members Roll-Call – 2014 

Irene Kotze, Pat Draper, John Fannin, Gerald Sieberhagen, PJ Cloete, Arlene 

Arnold, Angie Mitchell, Keith Kirton, Patrick Kleu, Patrick Andries, Aadila Sabat, 

David Tilling, Gunnar Light, Janet Rouillard, Suzanne Edmunds [15] [37.5%]           

TOPIC of the Week – Roll-Call – 2014 

Jeff Watts, Suzanne Edmunds, Gareth Morgan, Jeneth van Leeuwen, Keith Kirton, 

Gerald Sieberhagen, John Fannin, Irene Kotze, David Tilling, Janet Rouillard, Rob 

Lindegger, Patrick Andries, Angie Mitchell, Patrick Kleu, Pat Draper, Les Hutton, 

Paul Maistry, Aadila Sabat, Jean Singh [19] [48.7%]                                 

 
Greetings form Newcastle! 

Just to let you know that we placed some books in the library at the 

Thembelithle Refuge for displaced boys. 

The home has about 40 children aged from 8-18 and they are under the 

aegis of the Methodist Church. Rotary helps wherever it can – eg Toy story, 

a tunnel for growing veggies etc. 

Regards - Lyn & Gordon Dowsett  

 

With World Water Week culminating in World Water Day coming up this 

week it is just as well to remember the advantages of WINE.  
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Celebrate Literacy Month 
Throughout March, Literacy Month, the Rotary Service Connections blog will 

feature literacy resources, service projects that can be replicated in your 

community, and best practices from our basic education and literacy experts 

around the world. Join us as we celebrate our commitment to literacy and 

reinvigorate our efforts to undertake sustainable service projects. Visit the 

blog and leave a comment about your club or district’s latest literacy 

activities.  

http://rotaryservice.wordpress.com/category/rotary-literacy-month/ 

South African projects advance literacy and basic education 
2 Replies 
By Mary Jo Jean-Francois, Area of Focus Manager for Basic Education & Literacy 

There is absolutely nothing that makes my job better than visiting Rotarian projects 

and seeing the faces of children light up because of one simple thing: they are 

learning. Who am I and what incredible job do I have, you ask? 

My name is Mary Jo Jean-Francois and I am the 

Area of Focus Manager for Basic Education & 

Literacy here at Rotary. A relatively new team, 

we are very excited to work with Rotarians 

throughout the world. In November, I had the 

opportunity to travel to South Africa and 

evaluate two global grant projects from the 

Future Vision Pilot and report back to the Future 

Vision Committee on these initiatives. Both 

projects focused on early childhood education 

with strong teacher training components. 

Although the long-term results of these projects 

are still to be understood, the quality of the 

teachers’ instruction and the interest they 

receive from their students already speak 

volumes to the value of such projects and the 

commitment of the participating Rotarians. 

Teacher Maria works with three year olds on 

developing fine motor skills. Photo courtesy of Mary Jo Jean-Francois. 

 

I first visited a rural community just outside Rustenburg, South Africa. Early childhood 

education teachers there were passionate about their work but had identified a 

need for training on how to interact more effectively with their students in the 

classroom. By the time of my visit, these teachers had received training through two 

Vocational Training Teams—one that sent a group of South African teachers to the 

U.S. and another that sent teachers from the U.S. to observe and train the South 

African teachers. They found this experience to be invaluable. Not only did I hear 

them praise the training they received in curriculum development and teaching 

methodologies, but I saw them make great use of their classroom space and apply 

positive discipline techniques. Most importantly, it gave the teachers the confidence 

that they needed to effectively run their classrooms and meet the needs of their 

students.                                                                                                              CONT ON PAGE 7 
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The second project I visited was based in and around Pretoria. This project 

implemented a methodology called “Souns,” which has both material and strong 

teacher training components. Souns provides 

early childhood educators and parents with 

tools to help children build early literacy skills.  

Instead of the traditional focus on the names 

of letters, Souns works with children to identify 

the sounds of letters and eventually build 

words by using sounds. Teachers receive a 

bagged set containing 52 non-toxic plastic 

letters to use in their classrooms and are 

encouraged to spend just a few minutes a 

day working with students on Souns, either in 

small groups or individually. I was incredibly 

impressed with the program and felt the 

contagious energy of the students when they 

saw the bag of sounds brought out by their 

teachers.  

 

Students identify sounds to build words.  

Photo courtesy of Mary Jo Jean-Francois, 

As a result of this project, students 

were building words at young ages 

and parents reported better 

communication with teachers. An 

added bonus was seeing the 

Rotarians from the Pretoria East Rotary 

Club in the classroom with the 

students. 

My 16 days in South Africa were a 

great reminder of the phenomenal 

work Rotarians are doing in the field. 

Seeing children excited to be at 

school and loving to learn is 

undoubtedly the best part of my job.  

Knowing that committed Rotarians 

are behind these initiatives only makes 

my work better.  

                                   Teachers from South Africa who were trained during the project.       

                                                                          Photo courtesy of Mary Jo Jean-Francois. 

 

(A special thanks to Rotarians Andre Brandmuller, Murray Thomas, Robin Jones, 

Brenda Erickson and the Rotary Clubs of Pretoria East and Middleburg for their 

hospitality!) 

 Just when we thought English was complicated enough – along comes an 

article about pronunciations and how the language has evolved over the 

years. Read some interesting facts on the next 2 pages. There are also 

many examples of English words that have similar spelling and different 

meanings and those that are spelt differently but are pronounced the same 

– Wait and Weight spring to mind and wind and wind are most 

confusing……………….   
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8 pronunciation errors that made the English language what it is today 

Think hyperbole rhymes with Super Bowl? Don't worry, it could be the start of 

something beautiful 

David Shariatmadari theguardian.com, Tuesday 11th March 2014 

Someone I know tells a story about a very senior academic giving a speech. 

Students shouldn't worry too much, she says, if their plans "go oar-y" after 

graduation. Confused glances are exchanged across the hall. Slowly the penny drops: the 

professor has been pronouncing "awry" wrong all through her long, glittering career.  

We've all been there. I still lapse into mis-CHEE-vous if I'm not concentrating. This week some 

PR whizzes working for a railway station with an unusual name unveiled the results of a survey 

into frequently garbled words. The station itself is routinely confused with an endocrine gland 

about the size of a carrot (you can see why they hired PRs). Researchers also found that 340 

of the 1000 surveyed said ex-cetera instead of etcetera, while 260 ordered ex-pressos instead 

of espressos. Prescription came out as perscription or proscription 20% of the time.  

The point is malapropisms and mispronunciations are fairly common. The 20-volume Oxford 

English Dictionary lists 171,476 words as being in common use. But the average person's 

vocabulary is tens of thousands smaller, and the number of words they use every day smaller 

still. There are bound to be things we've read or are vaguely familiar with, but not able to 

pronounce as we are supposed to.  

The term "supposed" opens up a whole different debate, of course. Error is the engine of 

language change, and today's mistake could be tomorrow's vigorously defended norm. 

There are lots of wonderful examples of alternative pronunciations or missteps that have 

become standard usage. Here are some of my favourites, complete with fancy technical 

names. 

Words that used to begin with "n" 

Adder, apron and umpire all used to start with an "n". Constructions like "A nadder" or "Mine 

napron" were so common the first letter was assumed to be part of the preceding word. 

Linguists call this kind of thing reanalysis or rebracketing.  

When sounds swap around 

Wasp used to be waps; bird used to be brid and horse used to be hros. Remember this when 

the next time you hear someone complaining about aks for ask or nucular for nuclear, or 

even perscription. It's called metathesis, and it's a very common, perfectly natural process. 

When sounds disappear 

English spelling can be a pain, but it's also a repository of information about the history of 

pronunciation. Are we being lazy when we say the name of the third day of the working 

week? Our ancestors might have thought so. Given that it was once "Woden's day" (named 

after the Norse god), the "d" isn't just for decoration, and was pronounced up until relatively 

recently. Who now says the "t" in Christmas? It must have been there at one point, as the 

messiah wasn't actually called Chris. These are examples of syncope. 

When sounds intrude 

Our anatomy can make some changes more likely than others. The simple mechanics of 

moving from a nasal sound ("m" or "n") to a non-nasal one can make a consonant pop up in-

between. Thunder used to be "thuner", and empty "emty". You can see the same process 

happening now with words like hamster, which often gets pronounced with an intruding "p". 

This is a type of epenthesis. 

When "l" goes dark 

A dark "l", in linguistic jargon, is one pronounced with the back of the tongue raised. In 

English, it is found after vowels, as in the words full or pole. This tongue raising can go so far 

that the "l" ends up sounding like a "w". People frown on this in non-standard dialects such as 

cockney ("the ol' bill"). But the "l" in folk, talk and walk used to be pronounced. Now almost 

everyone uses a "w" instead- we effectively say fowk, tawk and wawk. This process is called 

velarisation.                                                                                                          CONT ON PAGE 9 
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CONT FROM PAGE 8 

Ch-ch-ch-changes 

Your grandmother might not like the way you pronounce tune. She might place a delicate 

"y" sound before the vowel, saying tyune where you would say chune. The same goes for 

other words like tutor or duke. But this process, called affrication, is happening, like it or not. 
Within a single generation it has pretty much become standard English.  

What the folk? 

Borrowing from other languages can give rise to an entirely understandable and utterly 

charming kind of mistake. With little or no knowledge of the foreign tongue, we go for an 

approximation that makes some kind of sense in terms of both sound and meaning. This is 

folk etymology. Examples include crayfish, from the French écrevisse (not a fish but a kind of 

lobster); sparrow grass as a variant for asparagus in some English dialects; muskrat 

(conveniently musky, and a rodent, but named because of the Algonquin word muscascus 
meaning red); and female, which isn't a derivative of male at all, but comes from old French 

femelle meaning woman.  

Spelling it like it is 

As we've mentioned, English spelling can be a pain. That is mainly because our language 

underwent some seismic sound changes after the written forms of many words had been 

more or less settled. But just to confuse matters, spelling can reassert itself, with speakers 

taking their cue from the arrangement of letters on the page rather than what they hear. This 

is called spelling pronunciation. In Norwegian, "sk" is pronounced "sh". So early English-

speaking adopters of skiing actually went shiing. Once the rest of us started reading about it 

in magazines we just said it how it looked. Influenced by spelling, some Americans are 

apparently starting to pronounce the "l" in words like balm and psalm (something which 

actually reflects a much earlier pronunciation).  

My head is spinning now, so it's over to you. Which words do you mispronounce, and which 

common mispronunciations do you think we should resign ourselves to?  

 

 

 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE …. 
 

As I hurtled through space, one thought kept crossing my mind - every part of this 

rocket was supplied by the lowest bidder.~ John Glenn 

***** 

When the white missionaries came to Africa they had the Bible and we had the 

land. They said 'Let us pray.' We closed our eyes. When we opened them we had 

the Bible and they had the land. ~ Desmond Tutu 

***** 

America is the only country where a significant proportion of the population 
believes that professional wrestling is real but the moon landing was faked. 

~ David Letterman 

YOU TOO CAN BE A GOOD WRITER - JUST FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE TIPS  
Avoid clichés like the plague - they're old hat.  
Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are unnecessary.  
Never use a foreign word when there is an adequate English quid pro quo.  
Exaggeration is a billion times worse than understatement.  
Never repeat yourself, nor say again what you have said before.  
Be more or less specific.  
Don't forget to remember that a preposition is a word you should not end a 
sentence with.  
Always proof-read carefully to see if you any words out.   
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Random Questions about South Africa from Foreigners 
FEBRUARY 16, 2014 BY SAPEOPLE2 COMMENTS 

Foreigners can ask the strangest questions about South Africa (but then we probably 

ask foreigners the strangest questions about their lands!). Here’s a list of some 

questions expats have been asked (from ‘The Expat Confessions‘): 

I was once asked if I was black - white engineer, Munich 

“I work on news and once had a producer say to me, ‘Oh you’re South African? I 

had no idea there were white people in South Africa until I heard Charlize Theron is 

South African!’” - journalist, New York 

“I was once actually corrected by a Canadian who told me Pretoria is not the 

capital of South Africa, but that the Congo is!” - housewife, Ottawa 

“We get asked if South Africa has airports, roads, cars and if everyone lives in mud 

huts. I lie constantly and tell them what they like to hear; and when I have had my 

laugh, I put them straight by showing my photographs of home.” - nurse Glasgow 

“I was asked what it feels like to be an African slave woman. I’m white.”- chemist 

Nykoping, Sweden 

Other questions South African expats get asked a lot, include: 

• Do you have electricity? (India) 
• Do you celebrate Christmas? (Ireland) 
• At what age did you learn to speak English? (California) 
• Is your language a written one? (Bulgaria) 

• Did you know Tarzan? (Zimbabwe) 
• If a white UK couple go to South Africa 

and have a baby, will the baby be born 
black? (UK) 

• Is a zebra crossing really for 
zebras? (New Zealand) 

• Do you drive to work from South Africa 
every day? (UK) 

• Did you live in a tree? (France) 
• Do you have a beach in 

Johannesburg? (London) 
• Most South Africans speak Swahili, 

don’t they? (Netherlands) 
• Did you live in a house and did you go to school? 

(Australia) 
• Are the roads paved with gold? (Israel) 

For the totally exasperated expat, there are T-shirts like this, 

supplied by David Pickman 

Worldwide questions, asked in almost every country, include: 

• Where is South Africa? 

• Is South Africa in Africa? 

• If you’re from South Africa, do you know my friend 

Tom who lives in Egypt? 

• Is South Africa a city in Zimbabwe? 

• Is South Africa in South America? 

Seeing we have members from many foreign countries it is only fair to provide them 

with some useful facts about South Africa. We love to assist our EXOTICS!! 
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 Sharing from Tim Robinson from District 7500 e-club - Weekly Discussion Topic - March 3, 2014 

Tim Robinson - Natural Resource Specialist at Burlington County Soil Conservation District 

This weekend I had the opportunity to attend PETS (President-Elect Training) in King of Prussia. Like all 

Rotary events, this was nothing less than exhilarating. It was a weekend of meeting Rotarians from the 

Mid-Atlantic region and exchanging ideas of how we as a whole can better Rotary. 

This year’s theme for Rotary is, “Light up Rotary”.  

We are the talk of the town! We were the only e-Club present at the training and with that came a ton 

of questions. Rotarians that knew who we are and what great work we do have nothing but good 

words about our club. For the ones that did not know who we were, they were either impressed or 

intrigued.  

They were impressed that we are taking Rotary International to a new level. We are breaking out of 

the constraints that Rotary holds us to. Without boundaries, our efforts can be spread to areas that are 

not reached by local clubs. I had several Rotarians ask if they could team up with our club in the next 

year to do local service projects. It will be the efforts of the officers to relay those projects to the e-

Club in hopes that we spread our goodwill even further. This will be a nice opportunity to talk about 

makeup meetings and RYLA along with other service projects we may want to be involved in. 

Rotarians were also intrigued by how we ran our e-Club. Many who were not used to or comfortable 

with technology did not fully grasp the concept of our club and that is fine. To those Rotarians I simply 

responded, we are not for everyone but we are an option for those who see us as a better fit into their 

daily lives. This led to discussions on how to recruit new members to our clubs and how do we retain 

those members. Rotary International and clubs around the Mid-Atlantic region see e-Clubs as the new 

face of Rotary and are excited to hopefully work together in service projects.  

The theme of this past weekend was how to Brand Rotary for the years to come. Personally, I feel like 

Rotary has a long way to go but at least the discussion has started. This will especially be tough for 

North America due to the great job that we did at eradicated Polio in America. Rotary International is 

looking at the e-Clubs for guidance on branding which appeals to the youth. Our e-Club will be 

looked at by others as a milestone for District 7500. Thank you all for your hard work and dedication in 

bringing our e-Club to the point where we are looked at as the future of Rotary. Be sure to check out 

Rotary International’s website to see what they are doing in regards to branding. Many ideas of been 

shared and great ideas are always welcome. 

One last thing I would like to mention. The first session I sat in this past weekend was about leadership. 

Sitting there listening to each clubs issues and comparing those issues to my employment and seeing 

the same trends. Clubs have problems communicating Board decisions to the club members. I hope 

we do a good job of letting everyone in the e-club know what is happening but I see this as a 

potential problem. My goal in life is to work with a group of leaders that encourages each other to do 

the best they can. I do not see Boards and Officers as decision makers; rather, people who are 

chosen to encourage passion and to get the most out of their peers for the greater good. We want 

this club to be YOUR club. If there is ever a question or concern or something going on with your life; 

please share. It is the only way we will know. 

Also, Mr. Jerry Clark has mentioned “March is Literacy Month” 

We don't realize how many of those here at home are not "literate" and suffer from that disability while 

hiding the fact from those around them.  

Please consider giving a young person your favourite book. It could change a life!  

We should be proud of ourselves to be leaders amongst our peers. I thank every member of our club 

for being great.  

 

 

ARE ROTARIANS SLOWLY WAKING UP TO: THE VALUE OF E-CLUBS? THAT THEY ARE A REALITY NOW? 
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PEPPERS ANYONE? 
President Irene Kotze 
proudly displays 2 of the 
green peppers grown in 
her patio HVGU. 
The spinach and green 
beans also did 
particularly well. 
 
Irene’s patio ‘pilot’ was a 
success and Pat Draper 
learnt quite a bit from 
this. The unit will now be 
relocated to a crèche in 
Lamontville.     

Meanwhile back to the Hydro-Veg-Growing-Unit.  
Pat Draper has made several changes as he proceeds through the pilot phase. 
The growing pipes have now changed from round to a more practical square. 
The framework has been adapted to the position where this unit is situated. The 
canopy has been discarded as some of the plants at Irene’s HVGU grew 
towards the sunlight which was not as severe as expected.  
The unit below has been erected at the Lighthouse Community Centre in 
Bruntville near Mooi River, where Arlene Arnold is the Chairperson. 
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ROOM 711 is now a Rotary 
SHRINE  

(This page and the domain www.room711.org are provided 
by RGHF) 

Where Rotary was born – February 23, 1905 

The rain beat down on 127 N. Dearborn Street 

on November 15, 1983, as 100 Rotarians and 

wives crowded the 7th floor hallway of 

Chicago’s Unity Building. Before them was the 

office of mining engineer Gus Loehr: Room 711. 

Here on February 23, 1905, lawyer Paul Harris met 

with Gustave Loehr, coal dealer Sylvester 

Schiele, and merchant tailor Hiram Shorey to 

create the world’s first Rotary club. In 2014, the "room" was moved to RI's first floor museum. 

ROOM 711 is now a Rotary SHRINE Twenty-two Chicago Rotarians had formed an Illinois 

corporation to save Room 711 as a Rotary shrine. Illinois Governor James Thompson sent a 

proclamation of good wishes, and Rotarian Max Bloom scissored the ceremonial ribbon. 

Guests marvelled at the room decorated with antiques and office equipment from the 

turn of the century: a roll-top desk, an early Dictaphone and check writer, a spittoon, and 

a Chicago Tribune dated February 23, 1905. One founding member observed that “the 

Paul Harris 711 Club is not a Rotary Club, but a group of Rotarians interested in preserving 

the cradle of Rotary. The landmark will be maintained by Rotarian support around the 

world.” “This room lives,” the Rotarian Magazine stated. “It’s more than wood and plaster. 

One can feel the presence of Rotary founders. Here, Rotarians can stand, think about our 

rich heritage, and say, ‘This is where it all began.’” 

Rotarians past and present, spouses, and lineal descendants who join the Paul Harris 711 

Club understand that they are not joining a Rotary Club, but a corporation devoted to 

preserving and maintaining the place where Rotary and the entire worldwide service 

club movement was born on February 23, 1905. The Paul Harris 711 Club also supports the 

Rotary International Archives where historic Rotary artefacts, photographs, and 

documents are preserved.  

 Paul Harris 711 Club – Mission Statement The mission of the Paul Harris 711 Club is to 

assist in preserving the Room which is the birthplace of Rotary International and the 

cradle of the worldwide movement of service clubs comprised of business and 

professional leaders. 

– Objectives 

1. Foster research to keep alive the fellowship and mutual friendships created by those 

men who first met in Room 711 of Chicago’s Unity Building on February 23, 1905; 

2. Encourage Rotarians, other service club members, and the general public to 

recognize and honor Rotary International and other service clubs as pioneers of 

community volunteerism and global humanitarianism; and 

3. Advocate and promote the collection and conservation of Rotary’s history, heritage, 

and artefacts; and encourage similar activity by others devoted to the preservation, 

growth, and appreciation of the service club movement. 

 

 

And now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACE    


