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OUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACEOUTA SPACE    
NEWSLETTER 

ROTARY E-CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA ONE 

www.rotaryeclubsa.org             PBO 930039682 

Please remember that it is the 

responsibility of each Rotarian 

to introduce prospective 

Rotarians. 

Rotarians should always be on 

the lookout for suitable 

projects that would be suitable 

for our E-Club to undertake. 

 
March is LITERACY MONTH in the 

Rotary calendar. 

 

Since the charter of our E-Club, 

Literacy improvement has always 

been a priority and we have made 

a significant difference to the lives 

of many children by providing 

them with the necessary material 

to improve their Literacy skills. 

 

Our Signature project is the Literacy 

project at Ekuthuleni Primary School 

which means we have certainly 

done our fair share regarding 

Literacy, BUT is it enough? 

 

Between the last issue of OUTA 

SPACE and this one, Rotary 

celebrated its 109th Anniversary on 

23rd February. I arrived in Chicago 

on 16th February 2014 and if the 

weather in February 1905 was 

anything like the weather when I 

arrived I can just imagine how the 4 

initial Rotarians must have been 

dressed on that evening when they 

met in Room 711, the Offices of 

Gustav Loehr, when Rotary was 

founded. 

 

 

In 2010 I saw Room 711 as it had 

been recreated in RI Headquarters 

and it has now been relocated 

right next to the state of the art 

meeting room. The meeting room is 

fully equipped with translation 

booths and excellent speakers and 

ear phones. Under construction is 

an Exhibition Centre which will tell 

the story of Rotary. In time, once 

Comely Bank, the home of Paul & 

Jean Harris in Evanston has been 

restored, there will be a really 

worthwhile ‘Rotary Experience’ in 

Chicago. More about Room 711 in 

the next OUTA SPACE 

Have FunHave FunHave FunHave Fun 

Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen Gerald Sieberhagen ----    EditorEditorEditorEditor    
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 MARCH 

5th – Jacques Van Leeuwen 

8th – Les Hutton 

8th – Paul Hawkins 

16th – Patrick Kleu 

17th – Pat Draper 

22nd – Gareth Morgan 

ANNIVERSARIES 
MARCH 

24th - Paul & Sandra Maistry 

DATES TO DIARISE 

2014 

7th & 8th March – [POETS - Durban]  
 

22nd March – WORLD WATER DAY – see 

details on page 10 
 

31st March to 4th April – CAMP QUALITY in 

White River  
 

2nd to 4th April – Rotary Family Health Days 

(RFHD’s) 
 

13th to 19th July  

8th WORLD ROTARY CRICKET FESTIVAL in 

NOTTINGHAM UK. SA will combine with New 

Zealand to form a team as neither was able to 

raise a full team and we will have some 

Greeks to bolster our team as well. 
 

 

 

21ST SEPTEMBER 

 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK ROSTER FOR FEB/MAR 

10th March – Herman Zapp 

17th March – PJ Cloete 

24th March – Sambulo Khalala 

31st March – Paul Maistry  

7th April – Jayne Martin 

14th April – Gareth Morgan 

21st April – Rob Lindegger 

28th April – Patrick Kleu  

Please remember to let President Irene 

Kotze have your TOPIC of the Week by, at 

least, the preceding Thursday. If you are 

unable to fulfil this duty, please advise the 

President timeously. 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

PLEASE remember to sell your 

raffle tickets and liaise with Janet 

Rouillard regarding the money 

collected and the ticket stubs. 

DEADLINE DATE – 6TH MARCH 

2014.  
 

oOo 
 

ROTARY FAMILY HEALTH DAYS 2-4 APRIL 

President Irene, who is on the District 

Committee for this project has been hard 

at work obtaining information from 

participating Clubs in the District 

regarding sizes and numbers of bibs 

required. Hope we will have a good 

turnout of members from our E-Club 

during this event.  
 

oOo 
 

If we are going to do something 

worthwhile on WORLD WATER DAY we 

need to start planning right now. Any 

bright ideas??? 
 

oOo 
 

Arlene Arnold needs desk top computer 

screens/monitors [used or new] as long as 

they are free or nearly free? 
 

oOo 
 

Please try and attend the F2F when Rob 

Lindegger is officially inducted on 6th 

March 

GoToMeeting – 20h00 to 21h00 – Mar/Apr 

10th Mar – Planning & Goals for 2014/15 –   

                  President Irene & Directors 

24th Mar – Magazine Awareness – Gerald  

                 Sieberhagen – Chairman    

                 ‘Rotary Africa’ Board 

7th April – Club Services 

21st April – Report back on District Confer-     

                  ence 

5th May – Youth Services 

19th May – Service Projects 

2nd June – Fellowships 

16th June – Membership 
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PRESIDENT IRENE’S PAGE 

 
Dear Fellow Rotarians 

I’m home and ready to “plunge” back 

into Rotary work.  Had a wonderful time 

with the family BUT I could have done 

with lower summer temperatures.  

Western Australia is having the hottest 

summer in 41 years; midday temperatures 

of 39°C and 41°C are not my favourites. 

Walks with the kids were restricted to 7 in 

the morning and after that, an air-

conditioned environment.  

 As promised in the last edition I e-visited 3 

E-Clubs in Australia. Three of the Clubs 

have a compulsory day and time for the 

members to log on and partake in the 

meeting. Two other E-Clubs have the 24/7 

rule and like ourselves the members are 

invited to comment on the Topic of the 

Week.  

When I “visited” the E-Club of Melbourne I 

learned about their club visioning session 

that is scheduled for Sunday 23rd March 

(organised by their District 9800), and I 

want to share this concept with you.  

What is Club Visioning? 

A club visioning event brings together a 

good cross-section of its members from 

the newest to the most experienced 

Rotarian. The process uses the talents and 

life experience within the club to develop 

a vision and goals reflecting that club’s 

membership. A club visioning event 

provides renewed focus on objectives 

and is completed in a dedicated, fun- 
 

filled four hour session. The challenge 

during this process is to gather as many 

ideas and opportunities for the future 

from a group of 15 to 30 Rotarians and 

then to condense it down to the most 

important goals as determined by the 

club. 

To make sure that all of this can be 

accomplished within a limited time 

frame, the club visioning event is run by 

an outside neutral team of Rotary 

facilitators. The team has been well 

trained in a specific process to help the 

club bring out its best thinking. The 

facilitation team does not suggest or 

promote projects.  

This is not a strategic planning process. 

However, it does provide wonderful 

material that can be used to either help 

review an existing club’s strategic plan or 

help in the development of such a plan 

at a later time.  By the end of this four-

hour process, the club will have a clear 

vision of the following: 

• What the club stands for in the 

community; 

• The club’s target membership size 

in five years; 

• Identification of the club’s 

attributes; 

• Top three objectives for each 

avenue of service; and 

• Ways to improve the club’s 

leadership development.  

The key thing to remember is that this 

visioning process is designed to make sure 

that it is the club members who are 

providing the input and deciding the 

goals, objectives and action steps that 

they want to take in order to realize the 

vision that they have created for 

themselves as a Rotary Club in their 

community.  

I found this concept fascinating and well 

worth investigating further. It is always 

interesting to learn about structures and 

the activities of other E-Clubs in other 

countries.  

It’s great to be home and to turn my 

attention to our many projects.    

IreneIreneIreneIrene    

HOME 

 

 

SWEET 

 

 

HOME 
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Thanks to our RF District Grant these pupils received new school uniforms. The 

children above are quite subdued but those in the photo below are all smiles 
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GoToMeeting 
Our scheduled GoToMeetings are always listed on Page 2 of OUTA SPACE. 

Members are invited to join the meeting by means of an email that is sent out 

in the week before the meeting – the message includes the Meeting ID 

number. There will invariably be an attachment entitled 

GoToMeetingAttendeeQuickRefGuide which you are encouraged to read 

before attending a GTM. The GTM on 24th February centred around Literacy 

an although she was unable to access GTM Nareshini Ranganthan had sent 

through a PowerPoint presentation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GoToMeeting Members Roll-Call – 2014 

Irene Kotze, Pat Draper, John Fannin, Gerald Sieberhagen, PJ Cloete, Arlene 

Arnold, Angie Mitchell, Keith Kirton, Patrick Kleu, Patrick Andries, Aadila Sabat, 

David Tilling, Gunnar Light, [13] [33.3%]           

TOPIC of the Week – Roll-Call – 2014 

Jeff Watts, Suzanne Edmunds, Gareth Morgan, Jeneth van Leeuwen, Keith Kirton, 

Gerald Sieberhagen, John Fannin, Irene Kotze, David Tilling, Janet Rouillard, Rob 

Lindegger, Patrick Andries, Angie Mitchell, Patrick Kleu [14] [35.9%]                       

 

Some very good advice below 
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Previously: Esiphepheluni Orphanage 

This is a brief report on how the Lighthouse began, where we are today and 

our dreams. 

27th July 2010 …the problems at the Orphanage were highlighted on request 

by our Mpofana Rotaract Group. They stated that it appeared the 8 children 

were without shoes and not going to school. When the Rotaractors enquired 

why, they were told by the Carers that the school had refused to take the 

children because their R50.00 schools fees had not been paid.  

I was tasked to investigate.  I could not 

understand what was going on as the law states 

that all children were entitled to go to school 

free if no funds available. I had the previous 

week given 8 blankets to the children and had 

noticed the lack of shoes, warm clothing etc. I 

had asked who was in charge and been told 

that the Manager was away. I requested a full 

report on funds and necessities needed. 

I made arrangements to visit the home the following week 3rd August on the 

pretext of fundraising. This time I brought with me a local Social Worker and in 

the small kitchen there were 3 children of varying ages all mentally or 

physically challenged in some way.  

Eventually we relocated all the children happily. 

The building was owned by Seventh Day 

Adventist Church but managed by MOWCS. 

I asked for the building hoping to change it into 

a Community Centre for the people of Bruntville 

and Mpofana.  MOWCS agreed and so the 

Lighthouse began. 

 

On the next page is a press release about the 

Lighthouse which will give you a brief summary of our aims etc. 
 

Arlene Arnold   

                                                                          
Chairperson Lighthouse Community Centre 

072 797 2152 

033 263 2148 

arlene-dave@wildberryguestfarm.co.za 

 

LIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRELIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRELIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRELIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE    
10 CHONCO ST. BRUNTVILLE 330010 CHONCO ST. BRUNTVILLE 330010 CHONCO ST. BRUNTVILLE 330010 CHONCO ST. BRUNTVILLE 3300 

Affiliated to 
Meals on Wheels Community Services KNFSA 

MOWCS KNFSA 
Registration No: 086-683 NPO 
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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY MEALS ON WHEELS SOUTH AFRICA 

29 July 2011 

LIGHTHOUSE MOWCS TO SHINE RAYS OF HOPE IN MOOI RIVER 

 

A place of safety is to become a place of healing and growth. The Lighthouse 

Community Centre (previously known as Esiphephelweni Shelter) is the brainchild of 

people who want to make a difference in the Bruntville Township and for the people 

of Mpofana in Mooi River. “It is a pilot project which we hope will be rolled out 

throughout South Africa,” says chairperson of the Lighthouse Community Centre, 

Arlene Arnold. 

 

“With the help of the Social Workers from the Department of Social Development in 

Mpofana, we relocated all the children previously in residence in Esiphephelweni 

after it was declared dysfunctional,” says Arlene. “We have been lucky enough to 

have this building donated to our community by Meals on Wheels and the Seventh 

Day Adventist Church.”  

 

“We want to use the building to bring together the many organisations which can 

help with the numerous problems the people of Mpofana meet on a daily basis,” 

says Arlene.  “For example in Bruntville with an HIV prevalence of 80%, there has 

been a population decline of 14, 4% compared to the 2001 Census data. Many 

working age parents have died of Aids and a large number of children are being 

raised by grandparents. For example, there is Sosiba Hleziphi with seven dependent 

grandchildren. Thank heavens for Meals on Wheels and the nutritious food parcels.” 

  

Arlene and her team have a generous donation to renovate the building into a fully 

fledged service centre. Some of the projects planned for this building include:  

• Victim advice centre CCJ (Centre for Criminal Justice) 

• Producing 40000 meals a month for our people. 

• A day care centre for disabled Children 

• A place where disabled people can meet and produce crafts for sale. 

• A place where women will be taught how to sew and therefore help support 

their families. 

• A centre for adult education (ABET)   

• A place where Orphans can be advised on their rights plus receive a daily 

meal. 

• We will be starting HIV & Diabetes testing together with counselling  

• We will begin training in social work stage 1 (recognising HIV, Rape, Abuse, 

reporting etc) 

• Empowering our people in skills to enable them to set up small businesses. 

• Setting up a Youth Advisory Service. 

 

“We are also implementing ‘ONE HOME ONE GARDEN SCHEME’ together with the KZN 

Department of Agriculture,” Arlene says. “We would love to see medical facilities for 

victims of HIV, rape and a substance abuse and counselling centre with visiting 

consultants both clinical and advisory.  

Although we have funds for the conversion of this building into a community centre, 

there are many items still to be bought, combined with daily running costs.”  

 

“Please help us make this dream a reality,” says Arlene. 
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Destinations for In trepid travellers: 
• I have been in many places but I have never been in Cohoots. Apparently, 

you can’t go there alone. You have to be in Cohoots with someone else.  

• Also, I have never been in Cognito. I hear nobody recognises you there.  

• I have, however, been in Sane. They don’t have an airport; you have to be 

driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks to my friends, family and 

work. I live close, so it’s only a short drive.  

• I may consider going to Conclusions but you have to jump and I’m not too 

good at physical activity any more. 

• I’ve also been in Doubt. It’s a sad place to go and I try not to visit there too 

often.  

• I’ve been in Flexible but only when it was very important to stand firm.  

• Sometimes I’m in Capable and I go there more often as I get older. 

• One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin 

flowing and pumps up the old heart. At my age I need all the stimuli I can 

get.  

• And, sometimes, I think I am in Vincible but life shows me that I am not. 

• People keep telling me that I am in Denial but I stress that I am not in the 

strongest possible terms.  

• So far, I haven’t been in Continent, but my travel agent says I’ll be going 

there soon. 
 

Priceless!!!! 

The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at 

the crosswalk, even though he could have beaten the red light by 

accelerating through the intersection. 

The tailgating woman was furious and honked her horn, screaming in 

frustration, as she missed her chance to get through the intersection, 

dropping her cell phone and her makeup. 

As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up 

into the face of a very serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her 

car with her hands up. 

He took her to the police station where she was searched, fingerprinted, 

photographed and placed in a holding cell. 

After a couple of hours a policeman approached the cell and opened the 

door. She was escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer 

was waiting with her personal effects. 

He said, ''I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car 

while you were blowing your horn, giving the guy in front of you the finger, 

and cursing at him. I noticed the 'What Would Jesus Do' bumper sticker, the 

'Choose Life' license plate holder, the 'Follow Me to Sunday-School' bumper 

sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, so 

naturally... I assumed you had stolen the car.''  
 

This space contains a Blonde joke…. 
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POLIO UPDATE 
The data table below is as of 29 January 2014 

• In the Syrian Arab Republic, seven new cases of wild poliovirus type 1 were reported in the past week. The 

reporting of new cases is a sign that surveillance for acute flaccid paralysis is improving in the country, as expected 

in an outbreak. The response continues country-wide and across the entire Middle East region, to reach more than 

22 million children under the age of five years with oral polio vaccine (OPV).  

Wild Poliovirus (WPV) cases 

Total cases Year-to-date 2014 Year-to-date 2013 Total in 2013   

Globally 6 0 399 

- in endemic countries  6 0 159 

- in non-endemic countries  0 0 240 

 Case breakdown by country  

 

Countries 

Year-to-date 2014 Year-to-date 2013  

Total 

in 

 2013 

Date of 

most   

 recent case  WPV1  WPV3   W1W3  Total   WPV1   WPV3   W1W3  Total  

Pakistan 5 

  

5 
   

0 92 05-Jan-14 

Afghanistan 1 

  

1 
   

0 14 14-Jan-14 

Nigeria 
   

0 
   

0 53 15 -Dec-13 

Cameroon 
   

0 

   

0 4 30-Oct-13 

Somalia 
   

0 
   

0 190 20-Dec-13 

Syrian Arab Republic 
   

0 

   

0 23 17-Dec-13 

Ethiopia 

   

0 
   

0 9 5-Nov-13 

Kenya 
   

0 

   

0 14 14-Jul-13 

Total  6 0 0 6 
 

0 

 

0 399 
 

Total in endemic countries       6 0 0 6 
 

0 
 

0 159    

 Total other countries 0 0 0 0 
 

0 0 0 240   

Data in WHO as of 29 January 2013 for 2013 data and 28 January 2014 for 2014 data. 

REFERENCE: http://www.polioeradication.org/Dataandmonitoring/Poliothisweek.aspx  dated 4/2/2014 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 

According to the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) the global polio 

surveillance data from January 14, 2014, 385 polio cases have been reported from 

the following countries: Afghanistan, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan, 

Somalia, and Syrian Arab Republic.  

In 2012, a total of 223 polio cases were reported from five countries: Afghanistan, 

Chad, Niger, Nigeria, and Pakistan. Of the 2012 polio cases, 97% (217 of the 223 

cases) were reported from the three remaining endemic countries. 

January 13, 2014 marked three years since a child was paralyzed by wild poliovirus in 

India. The country was once considered the most complex challenge to achieving 

global polio eradication.  

GPEI’s Independent Monitoring Board considers Nigeria and Pakistan to be the 

greatest challenges for eradicating polio. 

In addition, Angola, Chad, and the Democratic Republic of Congo had eliminated 

polio in the past but have experienced re-established transmission of poliovirus that 

has continued for more than one year, raising concerns that a window of 

opportunity to eradicate this crippling and sometimes deadly disease may be 

closing. 

REFERENCE: http://www.cdc.gov/polio/updates/2014_0117.htm  dated 4/2/2014 
Catharina Von Bezing 

District 9370 

 

 

 

 

 

Got Plans for World Water Day? Saturday 22nd March, 2014 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of World Water Day, 

celebrated annually on March 22nd. This year's theme is water 

and energy. The UN website www.unwater.org contains lots of 

useful information and suggestions for the day.  

Did you know: 

- Roughly 75% of all industrial water withdrawals are used for 

energy production; 

- Waterborne transit is one of the most energy efficient. Inland 

towing barges are more than 3 times more energy efficient than 

road trucks and 40% more efficient than rail; 

-In Stockholm, public buses, waste collection trucks and taxis run 

on biogas produced from sewage treatment plants.  Check out 

the website for more...! 
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7 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT YOUR RI MEMBERSHIP DUES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How much does it cost to be a member of your club? You can probably 

answer that question. What do your membership dues cover? That may not 

be as clear. Many Rotarians know that a portion of their dues funds club and 

district expenses, as well as Rotary International operations worldwide. Few 

know exactly how that all breaks down. Dues are extremely important, as 

they are the single biggest source of revenue providing the services you 

enjoy as a Rotarian. As a companion to Rotary's annual report , and on the 
heels of a $1 dues increase approved by the 2013 Council on Legislation, we 

answer some frequently asked questions about where your money goes. 

HOW MUCH OF MY TOTAL MEMBERSHIP DUES GOES TO RI? 

Right now, RI dues are $53. Depending on where you are in the world, that 
equates to about 4 to 14 percent of your total membership dues. The rest of 

your membership dues total primarily covers club and district expenses, 
meals, and a subscription to The Rotarian or your regional magazine. 

WHY ARE RI DUES INCREASING? 

The RI Board of Directors proposed the increase based on a five-year 

financial forecast projecting that Rotary's spending would exceed its revenue 
by $9 million in 2018 if there were no increase. With the dues increase of $1 a 

year for three years, spending is still projected to exceed revenue, but by a 
smaller margin. The increase keeps the general surplus fund, which is Rotary 

International's savings, above the mandated level but does not prevent 

cutbacks in service. 

WHY INCREASE DUES? WHY NOT CUT SPENDING? 

This issue is a hot topic not only for Rotary but for the larger philanthropic 

community. In fact, the three major U.S. charity-rating groups have publicly 

agreed that nonprofits should not be judged solely on frugality; impact is also 

a critical factor. Significant spending cuts will translate into diminished service 

for Rotarians, clubs, and districts, reducing our impact on the communities we 

serve. So, Rotary is committed to monitoring and controlling expenses closely,  
CONT ON PAGE 12 
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CONT FROM PAGE 11 

making prudent cuts, and investing where needed. For example, more 
meetings than ever take place virtually, and Rotary's data center, software 

development, and some transaction processing services were moved to 
Pune, India, to lower costs. However, it is important that Rotary continue to 

invest in staff and technology to grow and improve the organization. 

BESIDES DUES, WHAT OTHER SOURCES OF REVENUE DOES ROTARY HAVE? 

Dues account for about 65 percent of Rotary's revenue. The next largest 

source of income comes from return on investments. Rotary also earns money 

through publication sales, international convention registration revenues, 

royalties, license fee income, and rental income at the world headquarters 

building in the U.S. 

IS ROTARY FINANCIALLY HEALTHY? 
Yes. Rotary International's general surplus fund exceeds the target established 

in the bylaws, and the budget is balanced. In 2011 and 2012, the RI Board of 

Directors designated $15 million of the general surplus fund to support 

strategic initiatives to grow the organization. It allocated $10 million to be 

spent over three years on additional public relations grants, a new 

communications plan, the creation of Rotary's new visual identity, and the 
expansion of the organization's social networking presence. The Board also 

approved $3 million to be spent on creating and implementing regional 
membership development plans, and $2 million for other initiatives. In 2013, 

the Board approved $2 million to be used for strategic and operational costs 

if needed. This strategic spending is important to promoting Rotary and helps 

support membership growth, which is critical to the future of the organization. 

DOES RI EVER MAKE SPECIAL EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE ROTARY FOUNDATION? 

On occasion, the Board will take extraordinary measures to support the 

Foundation financially. For example, over the last two years, RI contributed 

$10 million from the general surplus fund to PolioPlus. As a result of that 

commitment, the Foundation received a $50 million grant from the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation. 

HOW DO OUR COSTS COMPARE TO THOSE OF OTHER SERVICE 

ORGANIZATIONS OF SIMILAR SIZE? 
It's difficult to compare Rotary to other international service organizations. 

However, The Rotary Foundation's financial performance is included in 

assessments by various charity-rating agencies. For example, in the United 

States, the Foundation receives high marks from several ratings groups. 

Charity Navigator gives the Foundation four stars, its highest score. The 

Foundation meets the 20 standards for charity accountability set by the 
Better Business Bureau's Wise Giving Alliance and is a silver-level GuideStar 

Exchange Participant, demonstrating its commitment to transparency. 
Rotary's partnership with the Gates Foundation is another strong affirmation of 

our metrics and reputation. 
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The Interact Club of Lenarea 

Secondary School, under the 

guidance of Jean Singh, 

recycled coke bottles and 

produced these lamps. 

Although the lamps may 

appear as though they are 

candles they consist of an 

electrical circuit, a battery 

and a globe [which were 

obtained at bargain prices].  

 

The aim was to provide 

residents in informal 

settlements with this type of 

lighting instead of candles to 

avoid fires.  

 

The Interactors cut all the 

bottles and one of them took 

the bottoms home and drilled 

all the holes for the electrical 

cords. 

  

And now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACEAnd now we are once again OUTA SPACE    

THIS PAGE DEPICTS THE HANDOVER OF TOM SHOES AT THE VARIOUS SCHOOLS 


